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Except where the context otherwise requires, the following definitions apply throughout this Circular:

“Act” : Companies Act, Chapter 50 of Singapore

“Annual Report” : The annual report of the Company

“Auditors” or “Ernst & Young” : Ernst & Young, the auditors of the Company

“CDP” : The Central Depository (Pte) Limited

“Circular” : This circular to shareholders dated 3 February 2008 from the
Company containing the recommendations of the Independent
Directors and the advice of the IFA to the Independent Directors in
relation to the Revised TCPL Offer

“Closing Date” : 5.30 p.m. (Singapore time) on 22 February 2008 or such later
date(s) as may be announced from time to time by or on behalf of
TCPL, being the last day and time for the lodgement of acceptances
for the Revised TCPL Offer

“Code” : The Singapore Code on Take-overs and Mergers

“Company” or “STC” : The Straits Trading Company Limited

“Condition” : Shall have the meaning ascribed to it in paragraph 2.4 of the
Company’s Letter to Shareholders in this Circular

“Directors” : The directors of the Company as at the Latest Practicable Date

“DTZ” : DTZ Debenham Tie Leung (SEA) Pte Ltd

“FAA” : Form of Acceptance and Authorisation

“FAT” : Form of Acceptance and Transfer

“FY” : Financial year ended or ending 31 December

“GEH” : Great Eastern Holdings Limited

“GEH Group” : GEH and its subsidiaries

“Group” or “STC Group” : The Company and its subsidiaries

“IFA” or “CIMB-GK” : CIMB-GK Securities Pte. Ltd., the independent financial adviser to
the Independent Directors

“Independent Directors” : The directors of the Company who consider themselves to be
independent for the purposes of making recommendations to
Shareholders in respect of the Revised TCPL Offer and the KTIPL
Offer, namely, Mr Tang I-Fang, Professor Lim Chong Yah, Mr Michael
Hwang, Mr Norman Ip Ka Cheung, Mr Razman Ariffin and Mr
Gerard Ee Hock Kim

“JLL” : Jones Lang LaSalle Hotels

“KTIPL” : Knowledge Two Investment Pte Ltd, a wholly-owned subsidiary of
Lee Latex
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“KTIPL Offer” : The mandatory conditional cash offer by OCBC Bank, for and on
behalf of KTIPL, for all the KTIPL Offer Shares

“KTIPL Offer Announcement” : Announcement of KTIPL’s intention to make the KTIPL Offer which
was released on 24 January 2008

“KTIPL Offer Price” : S$5.76 in cash for each KTIPL Offer Share

“KTIPL Offer Shares” : All the issued Shares other than those already owned or agreed to
be acquired by KTIPL and the Lee Family Companies 

“Latest Practicable Date” : 29 January 2008, being the latest practicable date prior to the
printing of this Circular

“Lee Family” : Messrs Lee Seng Gee, Lee Seng Tee and Lee Seng Wee and their
immediate family members

“Lee Family Companies” : The intermediate companies through which the Lee Family directly
or indirectly has interests in Lee Latex

“Lee Latex” : Lee Latex (Pte) Limited

“Listing Manual” : The SGX-ST Listing Manual

“Market Day” : A day on which the SGX-ST is open for the trading of securities

“MSC” : Malaysia Smelting Corporation Berhad, a subsidiary of the Company

“MYR” : Malaysian Ringgit, being the lawful currency of Malaysia

“OCBC Bank” : Oversea-Chinese Banking Corporation Limited, a substantial
shareholder of the Company and the financial adviser to KTIPL

“OCBC Bank Malaysia” : OCBC Bank (Malaysia) Berhad, a subsidiary of OCBC Bank

“OCBC Group” : OCBC Bank and its subsidiaries

“Overseas Shareholder” : Shall have the meaning ascribed to it in paragraph 10.1 of the
Company’s Letter to Shareholders in this Circular

“PRC” : The People’s Republic of China

“Properties” : The properties of the Group which are the subject of the Valuation
Reports, as set out in Appendix 8 to this Circular

“Q4” : The fourth quarterly period (ended 31 December) of the relevant FY

“Restricted Jurisdiction” : Shall have the meaning ascribed to it in paragraph 10.2 of the
Company’s Letter to Shareholders in this Circular

“Revised TCPL Offer” : The revised voluntary conditional cash offer by SCB, for and on
behalf of TCPL, to acquire all the TCPL Offer Shares on the terms
and subject to the conditions set out in the Revised TCPL Offer
Announcement, the TCPL Offer Document, the FAA and the FAT
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“Revised TCPL Offer : Announcement of TCPL’s intention to revise the TCPL Offer which
Announcement” was released on 28 January 2008, setting out, inter alia, the

revisions to the TCPL Offer as set out in the TCPL Offer Document

“Revised TCPL Offer Letter” : The letter from TCPL which will be despatched to Shareholders
setting out, inter alia, the revisions to the TCPL Offer as set out in
the TCPL Offer Document

“Revised TCPL Offer Price” : S$6.50 in cash for each TCPL Offer Share

“SCB” or “FA” : Standard Chartered Bank, the financial adviser to TCPL

“SGX-ST” : Singapore Exchange Securities Trading Limited

“Shareholders” : The holders of TCPL Offer Shares, including persons whose TCPL
Offer Shares are deposited with CDP or who have purchased TCPL
Offer Shares on the SGX-ST

“Shares” : Issued ordinary shares in the capital of the Company

“SIC” : The Securities Industry Council of Singapore

“STASB” or “STAR(M)” : Straits Trading Amalgamated Resources Sendirian Berhad, a wholly-
owned subsidiary of the Company

“TCPL” : The Cairns Pte. Ltd.

“TCPL Offer” : The voluntary conditional cash offer by SCB, for and on behalf of
TCPL, to acquire all the TCPL Offer Shares on the terms and
subject to the conditions set out in the TCPL Offer Document, the
FAA and the FAT

“TCPL Offer Announcement” : Announcement of TCPL’s intention to make the TCPL Offer which
was released on the TCPL Offer Announcement Date

“TCPL Offer Announcement : 6 January 2008, being the date on which the TCPL Offer
Date” Announcement was made

“TCPL Offer Document” : The document dated 25 January 2008 issued by SCB, for and on
behalf of TCPL, in respect of the TCPL Offer

“TCPL Offer Price” : S$5.70 in cash for each TCPL Offer Share

“TCPL Offer Shares” : All the Shares in issue that are not already owned, controlled, or
agreed to be acquired by TCPL

“S$”, “$” and “cents” : Singapore dollars and cents respectively, being the lawful currency
of Singapore

“Updated Statement : The updated statement of prospects made by the Directors in
of Prospects” paragraph 9.1(2) of Appendix 1 to this Circular and reproduced in

Appendix 5 to this Circular

“Valuation Reports” : The valuation reports dated 28 January 2008, 29 January 2008 and
1 February 2008 and the valuation certificates of the Properties from
the Valuers setting out, inter alia, their valuation of the Properties
which are reproduced in Appendix 8 to this Circular
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“Valuers” : DTZ, JLL and WTW, the valuers appointed by the Company, in
connection with the TCPL Offer and the KTIPL Offer, to value the
Properties and to issue the Valuation Reports on these Properties

“WTW” : CH Williams Talhar & Wong Sdn Bhd

“%” or “per cent.” : Per centum or percentage

Unless otherwise defined, the term “acting in concert” shall have the meaning ascribed to it in the Code.

The terms “Depositor”, “Depository Register” and “substantial shareholder” shall have the meanings
ascribed to them respectively in the Act.

The headings in this Circular are inserted for convenience only and shall be ignored in construing this
Circular.

Any discrepancies in the tables in this Circular between the listed amounts and the totals thereof are due
to rounding.

Words importing the singular shall, where applicable, include the plural and vice versa. Words importing
the masculine gender shall, where applicable, include the feminine and neuter genders and vice versa.
References to persons shall, where applicable, include corporations.

Any reference in this Circular to any enactment is a reference to that enactment as for the time being
amended or re-enacted. Any word defined under the Act, the Code, the Listing Manual or any statutory
modification thereof and not otherwise defined in this Circular shall, where applicable, have the same
meaning assigned to it under the Act, the Code, the Listing Manual or any statutory modification thereof,
as the case may be, unless the context otherwise requires.

Any reference to a time of day and date in this Circular is made by reference to Singapore time and date
respectively unless otherwise stated.

All statements other than statements of historical facts included in this Circular are or may be forward-
looking statements. Forward-looking statements include but are not limited to those using words such as
“expect”, “anticipate”, “believe”, “intend”, “project”, “plan”, “strategy”, “forecast” and similar expressions or
future or conditional verbs such as “will”, “would”, “should”, “could”, “may” and “might”. These statements
reflect the Company’s current expectations, beliefs, hopes, intentions or strategies regarding the future
and assumptions in light of currently available information. Such forward-looking statements are not
guarantees of future performance or events and involve known and unknown risks and uncertainties.
Accordingly, actual results may differ materially from those described in such forward-looking statements.
Shareholders and investors should not place undue reliance on such forward-looking statements, and
neither the Company nor CIMB-GK undertakes any obligation to update publicly or revise any forward-
looking statements, subject to compliance with all applicable laws and regulations and/or the rules of the
SGX-ST and/or any other regulatory or supervisory body or agency.
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THE STRAITS TRADING COMPANY LIMITED
(Incorporated in Singapore)

(Company Registration Number: 188700008D)

Directors Registered Address

Mr Bobby Chin Yoke Choong (Chairman) 18 Cross Street #15-01
Mr Tang I-Fang Singapore 048423
Mr Michael Wong Pakshong 
Professor Lim Chong Yah 
Mr Michael Hwang 
Tan Sri Dato’ Dr Lin See-Yan 
Mr Norman Ip Ka Cheung (President & Chief Executive Officer)
Mr Razman Ariffin 
Mr Gerard Ee Hock Kim 

3 February 2008

To : The Shareholders of The Straits Trading Company Limited

Dear Sir/Madam 

VOLUNTARY CONDITIONAL CASH OFFER FOR THE STRAITS TRADING COMPANY LIMITED

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 TCPL Offer Announcement. On 6 January 2008, SCB announced, for and on behalf of TCPL,
that TCPL intends to make the TCPL Offer at the TCPL Offer Price.

1.2 KTIPL Offer. On 24 January 2008, OCBC Bank announced, for and on behalf of KTIPL, that KTIPL
intends to make the KTIPL Offer at the KTIPL Offer Price. The circular from the Company to
shareholders of the Company containing the recommendations of the Independent Directors and
the advice of the IFA to these Independent Directors in relation to the KTIPL Offer will be sent to
shareholders of the Company within 14 days from the despatch of the offer document to be issued
by KTIPL in connection with the KTIPL Offer.

1.3 Revision of TCPL Offer. On 28 January 2008, SCB announced, for and on behalf of TCPL, that
TCPL is revising the TCPL Offer. Details of the Revised TCPL Offer are set out in paragraph 2
below.

1.4 Letters to OCBC Bank and GEH. On 28 January 2008, SCB announced that it has also issued,
for and on behalf of TCPL, a letter of offer to each of OCBC Bank and GEH to purchase, at the
Revised TCPL Offer Price, all the 20,248,704 Shares held by OCBC Bank and its subsidiaries
(excluding the GEH Group) representing approximately 6.21 per cent. of all the issued Shares, and
all the 64,903,864 Shares held by the GEH Group representing approximately 19.92 per cent. of all
the issued Shares1.

The offers to OCBC Bank and GEH are unconditional and will expire at 5.30 p.m. on 22 February
2008 if they are not accepted by OCBC Bank and/or GEH. The same announcement also states
that should OCBC Bank and GEH accept the offers, TCPL and parties acting in concert with it shall
then own, control or have agreed to acquire not less than 162,058,845 Shares, representing 49.73
per cent. of all the issued Shares. TCPL shall then convert the Revised TCPL Offer into a
mandatory conditional cash offer for the TCPL Offer Shares in accordance with the provisions of
the Code.
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1.5 TCPL Offer Document and Revised TCPL Offer Letter. Shareholders should by now have
received a copy of the TCPL Offer Document issued by SCB, for and on behalf of TCPL, setting
out, inter alia, the terms and conditions of the TCPL Offer. The principal terms and conditions of the
TCPL Offer are set out on pages 4 to 6 of the TCPL Offer Document. Shareholders are advised to
read the terms and conditions contained therein carefully.

The Revised TCPL Offer Announcement states that TCPL will shortly despatch the Revised TCPL
Offer Letter to Shareholders relating to the Revised TCPL Offer.

1.6 Circular. The purpose of this Circular is to provide Shareholders with relevant information
pertaining to the Group and to set out the recommendations of the Independent Directors and the
advice of the IFA to the Independent Directors with regard to the Revised TCPL Offer.

2. THE REVISED TCPL OFFER

2.1 Consideration. As set out in the Revised TCPL Offer Announcement, TCPL will make the Revised
TCPL Offer on the following basis:

For each TCPL Offer Share : S$6.50 in cash (the “Revised TCPL Offer Price”)

2.2 Other Terms. According to the Revised TCPL Offer Announcement, save for the revision of the
TCPL Offer Price as disclosed in the Revised TCPL Offer Announcement, all the other terms and
conditions of the TCPL Offer as set out in the TCPL Offer Document remain unchanged.

2.3 No Encumbrances. The TCPL Offer Shares are to be acquired (a) fully-paid; (b) free from all liens,
equities, mortgages, charges, encumbrances, rights of pre-emption and other third party rights and
interests of any nature whatsoever; and (c) together with all rights, benefits and entitlements
attached thereto as at the TCPL Offer Announcement Date and thereafter attaching thereto,
(including the right to receive and retain all dividends, rights and other distributions (if any)
announced, declared, paid or made thereon by the Company on or after the TCPL Offer
Announcement Date together with all interest accrued thereon). If any dividend, other
distribution or return of capital is declared, made or paid on or after the TCPL Offer
Announcement Date, TCPL reserves the right to reduce the Revised TCPL Offer Price by the
amount of such dividend, distribution or return of capital.

2.4 Condition. In the TCPL Offer Document, it was stated that the TCPL Offer will be conditional upon
TCPL having received, by the close of the TCPL Offer, valid acceptances in respect of such
number of TCPL Offer Shares which, together with the Shares owned, controlled or agreed to be
acquired by TCPL and parties acting in concert with it either before or during the TCPL Offer and
pursuant to the TCPL Offer or otherwise, will result in TCPL and parties acting in concert with it
holding such number of Shares carrying more than 50 per cent. of the voting rights of the Company
(the “Condition”).

2.5 Warranty. According to the TCPL Offer Document, acceptance of the TCPL Offer will be deemed to
constitute an unconditional and irrevocable warranty by the accepting Shareholder that each TCPL
Offer Share tendered in acceptance of the TCPL Offer is sold by the accepting Shareholder, as or
on behalf of the beneficial owner(s) thereof, (a) fully paid; (b) free from all liens, equities,
mortgages, charges, encumbrances, rights of pre-emption and other third party rights and interests
of any nature whatsoever; and (c) together with all rights, benefits and entitlements attached
thereto as at the TCPL Offer Announcement Date and thereafter attaching thereto (including the
right to receive and retain all dividends and other distributions (if any) announced, declared, paid or
made thereon by the Company on or after the TCPL Offer Announcement Date together with all
interest accrued thereon).
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2.6 Details of the TCPL Offer. Further details of the TCPL Offer are set out in pages 4 to 6 and
Appendix IV and Appendix V to the TCPL Offer Document including details on (a) the duration of
the TCPL Offer; (b) the procedures for acceptance of the TCPL Offer; (c) the requirements relating
to announcement of the level of acceptances of the TCPL Offer; and (d) the right of withdrawal of
acceptances.

A copy of each of the TCPL Offer Announcement, the TCPL Offer Document and the Revised
TCPL Offer Announcement is available on the website of the SGX-ST at www.sgx.com.

2.7 Closing Date. Shareholders should note that the Revised TCPL Offer will close at 5.30 p.m. on 22
February 2008 or such later date(s) as may be announced from time to time by or on behalf of
TCPL.

3. RATIONALE FOR THE TCPL OFFER AND TCPL’S FUTURE PLANS FOR THE COMPANY

The full text of the rationale for the TCPL Offer and TCPL’s intentions relating to the Company has
been extracted from the TCPL Offer Document and is set out in italics below. Unless otherwise
defined, all terms and expressions used in the extract below shall have the same meanings as
those defined in the TCPL Offer Document. Shareholders are advised to read the extract below
carefully.

“5.1 Rationale for the Offer

The Offeror is of the view that the Offer is an opportunity for the Tecity Group to acquire an
increased stake in STC as part of its strategic investments in well-run companies.

Various companies in the Tecity Group have been shareholders of STC since the 1950s.
Given these historical ties, the Tecity Group wishes to increase its shareholding interest in
the Company.

For the past 20 years, the Shares have been trading with a very low liquidity but purchases
by the Tecity Group over the last 10 months have contributed significantly to both the volume
and the increased price of the Shares today. The Tecity Group’s purchases of the Shares
have accounted for approximately 50.1% of the trading in the Shares on the SGX-ST from 1
March 2007 to the Offer Announcement Date.

The share price of the Company has appreciated by 71.6% during the period between 3
January 2006 and the Offer Announcement Date, partly driven by buoyant economic
conditions and capital appreciation in the Singapore property market. The Offer Price
represents not only a premium to the volume-weighted average price (as outlined in more
detail in paragraph 6 below), but also the highest price of the Shares in the preceding 20
years (up until the Offer Announcement Date).

In light of the current volatility in global credit and capital markets, the Offer presents the
Shareholders with an opportunity to realise their investment in the Shares for cash at an
attractive price.

5.2 Future plans for STC 

The Offeror does not intend to make changes to the management team of the Company. In
the event that it obtains control of the Company, the Offeror would wish to participate with
the board of directors and management of the Company in undertaking a strategic and
operational review of the STC Group’s businesses.

The Offeror currently has no plans for any changes to (a) the business of the STC Group, (b)
the deployment of the fixed assets of the STC Group or (c) the employment of the
employees of the STC Group.”
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4. LISTING STATUS AND COMPULSORY ACQUISITION 

The TCPL Offer Document also sets out the intentions of TCPL relating to the listing status of the
Company as follows:

“7.1 Trading Suspension and Listing Status 

Under the provisions of the Listing Manual, upon the announcement by the Offeror that valid
acceptances have been received that bring the Shares owned by it and parties acting in
concert with it to more than 90 per cent. of the total number of issued Shares excluding
treasury shares, the SGX-ST may suspend the listing of the Shares in the Ready and Odd-
Lots markets until it is satisfied that at least 10 per cent. of the the total number of issued
Shares excluding treasury shares are held by at least 500 Shareholders who are members
of the public (“Free Float”). In addition, based on Rule 724 of the Listing Manual, if the
percentage of the total number of issued Shares excluding treasury shares held in public
hands falls below 10 per cent., the Company must, as soon as possible, announce that fact
and the SGX-ST may suspend trading of all the Shares.

Rule 725 of the Listing Manual states that the SGX-ST may allow the Company a period of
three (3) months, or such longer period as the SGX-ST may agree, for the Free Float to be
raised to at least 10 per cent., failing which the Company may be de-listed.

7.2 Compulsory Acquisition 

Pursuant to Section 215(1) of the Companies Act, in the event the Offeror receives
acceptances of the Offer in respect of 90 per cent. or more of the Shares (other than those
already held by the Offeror or its related corporations or their respective nominees as at the
date of the Offer and excluding any shares in the Company held as treasury shares), the
Offeror would be entitled to exercise the right to compulsorily acquire all the Shares of the
Shareholders who have not accepted the Offer at a price equal to the Offer Price.

In addition, Shareholders who have accepted the Offer have the right under and subject to
Section 215(3) of the Companies Act to require the Offeror to acquire their Shares in the
event that the Offeror, its related corporations and/or their respective nominees acquire 90
per cent. or more of the Shares (excluding treasury shares). Shareholders who have not
accepted the Offer and who wish to exercise their rights under Section 215(3) of the
Companies Act are advised to seek their own independent legal advice.

7.3 Offeror’s Intentions 

It is the present intention of the Offeror to maintain the listing status of the Company on the
SGX-ST. However, in the event the SGX-ST suspends the listing of the Shares in the manner
described in paragraph 7.1 or in the event that the Offeror is entitled to exercise the right of
compulsory acquisition in the manner as described in paragraph 7.2, the Offeror will
reassess its position in respect of its shareholdings in the Company. Accordingly, there is no
assurance that the Offeror will preserve the listing status of the Company on the SGX-ST if
the Free Float is less than 10% or that it will not exercise the right of compulsory acquisition
under Section 215(1) of the Companies Act.”

5. INFORMATION ON TCPL

Paragraph 3 of the TCPL Offer Document sets out information on TCPL, as follows:

“3.1 The Offeror

The Offeror is a company incorporated in Singapore on 4 March 2005. The principal activity
of the Offeror is that of an investment holding company. On 2 January 2008, the Offeror
changed its name from Granger Pte. Ltd. to The Cairns Pte. Ltd.
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The directors of the Offeror are:

(a) Chew Gek Khim;

(b) Chew Gek Hiang; and

(c) Chew Kwee San.

3.2 Shareholders of the Offeror 

The shareholders of the Offeror and their respective shareholding in the Offeror are as
follows:

(a) Kambau Pte. Ltd. — 5.18%;

(b) Siong Lim Private Limited — 26.05%;

(c) Tecity Pte. Ltd. — 31.99%;

(d) Mellford Pte. Ltd. — 0.64%;

(e) Raffles Investments Limited — 33.08%;

(f) Raffles Investments (Singapore) Pte. Limited — 1.31%; and 

(g) Raffles Investments (1993) Pte. Ltd. — 1.74%, 

(collectively, the “Offeror Shareholders”).

The Offeror Shareholders, together with the Offeror, are part of a group of investment
companies commonly referred to as the “Tecity Group” (the “Tecity Group”). The Tecity
Group was founded by the late Tan Sri (Dr) Tan Chin Tuan and is currently owned or
controlled by his family members (which include the directors of the Offeror as listed in
paragraph 3.1).

Appendix I of this Offer Document sets out certain additional information on the Offeror.”

6. IRREVOCABLE UNDERTAKINGS

The TCPL Offer Document states that as at 23 January 2008, no person has given any irrevocable
undertaking to TCPL or any party acting in concert with it, to accept or reject the TCPL Offer.

7. RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

Shareholders’ attention is drawn to paragraph 9.2 of Appendix 1 to this Circular entitled “Outlook”.

8. ADVICE OF THE IFA

8.1 IFA. CIMB-GK has been appointed as the independent financial adviser to advise the Independent
Directors in respect of the Revised TCPL Offer and the KTIPL Offer. Shareholders should consider
carefully the recommendations of the Independent Directors and the advice of CIMB-GK to the
Independent Directors before deciding whether to accept or reject the Revised TCPL Offer. The
advice of CIMB-GK is set out in its letter dated 3 February 2008, which is set out on pages 16 to
66 of this Circular (the “IFA Letter”).

8.2 Key Factors Taken into Consideration by CIMB-GK. Unless otherwise defined or the context
otherwise requires, all capitalised terms below shall have the same meanings as defined in the IFA
Letter.
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In arriving at its advice on the Revised TCPL Offer, CIMB-GK has relied on the following key
considerations (an extract of which is set out below and which should be read in conjunction with,
and in the context of, the full text of the IFA Letter):

“8. SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS

In arriving at our advice on the Revised TCPL Offer, we have relied on the following key
considerations (which should be read in conjunction with, and in the context of, the full text of
this letter):

(a) The Revised TCPL Offer Price falls within the range of the estimated sum-of-parts
valuation of each Share.

(b) The Revised TCPL Offer Price represents a premium of approximately 27.5% over the
book NTA per Share as at 30 September 2007 but is at a discount of approximately
0.3% to the Revalued NTA per Share as at 30 September 2007. The KTIPL Offer
Price represents a premium of approximately 12.9% over the book NTA per Share as
at 30 September 2007 but is at a discount of approximately 11.7% to the Revalued
NTA per Share as at 30 September 2007.

(c) The ex-cash Revised TCPL Offer Price represents a premium of approximately 34.7%
over the ex-cash book NTA per Share as at 30 September 2007 but is at a discount of
approximately 0.4% over the ex-cash Revalued NTA per Share as at 30 September
2007. The ex-cash KTIPL Offer Price represents a premium of approximately 16.3%
over the ex-cash book NTA per Share as at 30 September 2007 but is at a discount of
approximately 13.9% to the ex-cash Revalued NTA per Share as at 30 September
2007.

(d) The Revised TCPL Offer Price and the KTIPL Offer Price are at a premium over the
VWAP of the Shares for all historical periods during the three years prior to the
Announcement Date. As at the Latest Practicable Date, the Shares are trading
above the Revised TCPL Offer Price and the KTIPL Offer Price.

(e) It is highly likely that the market price of the Shares has been supported by the Offers
and purchases by TCPL, KTIPL and their concert parties since the TCPL Offer
Announcement Date.

(f) The market price premia to the last transacted price, the 1-month VWAP and the 3-
month VWAP prior to the TCPL Offer Announcement Date implied in the Revised
TCPL Offer Price are above the corresponding median and mean premia in both the
successful privatisation and non-privatisation Take-over Transactions while the P/NTA
ratio of the Group implied in the Revised TCPL Offer Price is below the mean but
above the median P/NTA ratios of the successful non-privatisation Take-over
Transactions.

(g) The net dividend yield of the Company implied in the Revised TCPL Offer Price and
the KTIPL Offer Price is lower than the net dividend yields (in respect of their last
financial year) of almost all of the Alternative Companies and that of the STI ETF.

(h) As at the Latest Practicable Date, neither TCPL nor KTIPL and their respective parties
possess statutory control of the Company. Both the Revised TCPL Offer and the
KTIPL Offer have not become unconditional as at the Latest Practicable Date.

(i) It is the present intention of each of TCPL and KTIPL to maintain the listing status of
the Company on the SGX-ST. There is however no assurance that TCPL or KTIPL will
preserve the listing status of the Company on the SGX-ST if free float is less than 10
per cent. or that they will not exercise the right of compulsory acquisition under
Section 215(1) of the Act.
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(j) The Revised TCPL Offer Price of S$6.50 is S$0.74 higher than the KTIPL Offer Price
of S$5.76 for each Share.

In summary, based on our analysis set out above and after having considered
carefully the information available to us, the existence of competing bids for statutory
control of the Company and based on the monetary, industry, market, economic and
other relevant conditions prevailing as at the Latest Practicable Date, we are of the
view that the Revised TCPL Offer Price is, on balance, reasonable but not compelling.”

8.3 Advice of CIMB-GK. Unless otherwise defined or the context otherwise requires, all capitalised
terms below shall have the same meanings as defined in the IFA Letter.

After carefully considering all available information and based on CIMB-GK’s assessment of the
financial terms of the Revised TCPL Offer and the KTIPL Offer, CIMB-GK has advised the
Independent Directors to make the following recommendations to Shareholders in relation to the
Revised TCPL Offer:

“9. CIMB-GK’S ADVICE ON THE REVISED TCPL OFFER

After carefully considering all available information and based on our assessment of the
financial terms of the Revised TCPL Offer and the KTIPL Offer, we advise the Independent
Directors to make the following recommendations to Shareholders in relation to the Revised
TCPL Offer:

Shareholders who hold a long-term view of their investments in the Shares and/or who
are confident and optimistic about their equity investments in the Company and the
prospects of the Group may wish to REJECT the Revised TCPL Offer.

Shareholders who hold a short-term view of their investments in the Shares and who
wish to realise their holdings in the Shares in the near term and/or who are not prepared
to accept the uncertainties facing the future prospects of the Group may wish to SELL
their Shares on the open market if they can obtain a price equal to or higher than the
Revised TCPL Offer Price (after deducting all related expenses) by doing so.
Shareholders should note that as at the Latest Practicable Date, the Shares are trading
above the Revised TCPL Offer Price. In the event that Shareholders (in particular, those
with significant holdings) are unable to sell their Shares on the open market at a price
equal to or higher than the Revised TCPL Offer Price, they may wish to ACCEPT the
Revised TCPL Offer but should be aware that there is currently no certainty that the
Revised TCPL Offer will become unconditional. Further,  such Shareholders may wish to
consider accepting the Revised TCPL Offer at a later time so as to be able to take into
account any announcement and/or documents relevant to their consideration of the
Offers which may be released or published by or on behalf of the Company, TCPL and/or
KTIPL after the Latest Practicable Date. The Revised TCPL Offer will close at 5.30 p.m.
on 22 February 2008 or such later date(s) as may be announced from time to time by or
on behalf of TCPL.

Shareholders should note that (i) there is currently no indication as to whether there may
be a further enhancement or revision of the KTIPL Offer following the Revised TCPL
Offer Announcement; (ii) KTIPL has not stated its rationale for the KTIPL Offer and its
future plans for STC; and (iii) there is no assurance that the trading volumes and market
prices of the Shares will be maintained at current levels prevailing as at the Latest
Practicable Date.

In rendering the above advice, we have not had regard to the specific investment objectives,
financial situation, tax position or particular needs and constraints of any individual
Shareholder. As each Shareholder would have different investment objectives and profiles,
we would advise that any individual Shareholder who may require specific advice in relation
to his investment objectives or portfolio should consult his stockbroker, bank manager,
solicitor, accountant, tax adviser or other professional adviser immediately.

LETTER TO SHAREHOLDERS

12



The Independent Directors should advise Shareholders that the opinion and advice of CIMB-
GK should not be relied upon by any Shareholder as the sole basis for deciding whether or
not to accept the Revised TCPL Offer.”

Shareholders should read the extracts in paragraphs 8.2 and 8.3 above in conjunction with, and in
the context of the full text of the IFA Letter which is set out on pages 16 to 66 of this Circular.

9. INDEPENDENT DIRECTORS’ RECOMMENDATIONS

9.1 Exemptions by SIC. In its letter dated 31 January 2008, the SIC has ruled that the following
directors of the Company, namely Mr Bobby Chin Yoke Choong, Mr Michael Wong Pakshong and
Tan Sri Dato’ Dr Lin See-Yan (the “Relevant Directors”) are exempt from the requirement to make
recommendations on the Revised TCPL Offer and the KTIPL Offer as they face irreconcilable
conflicts of interest being directors of parties acting in concert with KTIPL. Nevertheless, the
Relevant Directors will still accept responsibility for the accuracy of the facts stated or opinions
expressed in documents and advertisements issued by, or on behalf of, the Company in connection
with the Revised TCPL Offer and/or the KTIPL Offer.

9.2 Recommendations of Independent Directors. The Independent Directors, having considered
carefully the terms of the Revised TCPL Offer and the advice given by CIMB-GK, concur with the
advice of CIMB-GK in respect of the Revised TCPL Offer. Accordingly, the Independent Directors’
recommendations in respect of the Revised TCPL Offer are as set out in paragraph 8.3 above.

Shareholders are advised to read the IFA Letter set out on pages 16 to 66 of this Circular
carefully.

9.3 No Regard to Specific Objectives. In making their recommendation, the Independent Directors
have not had regard to the specific objectives, financial situation, tax status, risk profiles or unique
needs and constraints of any individual Shareholder. Accordingly, the Independent Directors
recommend that any individual Shareholder who may require advice in the context of his specific
investment portfolio should consult his stockbroker, bank manager, solicitor, accountant, tax adviser
or other professional adviser immediately.

10. OVERSEAS SHAREHOLDERS 

10.1 Overseas Shareholders. Based on the TCPL Offer Document, the availability of the Revised
TCPL Offer to Shareholders whose addresses are outside Singapore, as shown on the Register of
Members of STC or, as the case may be, in the records of CDP (each, an “Overseas
Shareholder”) may be affected by the laws of the relevant overseas jurisdictions. Accordingly, any
Overseas Shareholder should inform himself about and observe any applicable legal requirements.
Where there are potential restrictions on sending the TCPL Offer Document, the FAAs and the
FATs to any overseas jurisdiction, TCPL and SCB reserve the right not to send these documents to
such overseas jurisdictions. For the avoidance of doubt, the Revised TCPL Offer is made to all
Shareholders, including those to whom the TCPL Offer Document, the FAAs and the FATs have not
been, or may not be, sent.

Overseas Shareholders may, nonetheless, obtain copies of the TCPL Offer Document, the FAAs,
the FATs and any related documents, during normal business hours and up to the Closing Date,
from TCPL through its receiving agent, Tricor Barbinder Share Registration Services (a division of
Tricor Singapore Pte. Ltd.) at its office located at 8 Cross Street #11-00, PWC Building, Singapore
048424. Alternatively, an Overseas Shareholder may write in to TCPL through Tricor Barbinder
Share Registration Services at the address listed above to request for the TCPL Offer Document,
the FAAs, the FATs and any related documents to be sent to an address in Singapore by ordinary
post at the Overseas Shareholder’s own risk, up to three Market Days prior to the Closing Date.
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It is the responsibility of any Overseas Shareholder who wishes to request for the TCPL Offer
Document, the FAAs, the FATs and any related documents to satisfy himself as to the full
observance of the laws of the relevant jurisdiction in that connection, including the obtaining of any
governmental or other consent which may be required, and compliance with all necessary
formalities or legal requirements. In requesting for the TCPL Offer Document, the FAAs, the FATs
and any related documents, the Overseas Shareholder represents and warrants to TCPL and SCB
that he is in full observance of the laws of the relevant jurisdiction in that connection, and that he is
in full compliance with all necessary formalities or legal requirements.

10.2 Copies of the TCPL Offer Document. Copies of the TCPL Offer Document, and any other formal
documentation relating to the Revised TCPL Offer are not being, and must not be, directly or
indirectly, mailed or otherwise forwarded, distributed or sent in or into or from any jurisdiction where
the making of or the acceptance of the Revised TCPL Offer would violate the law of that jurisdiction
(“Restricted Jurisdiction”) and will not be capable of acceptance by any such use, instrumentality
or facility within any Restricted Jurisdiction and persons receiving such documents (including
custodians, nominees and trustees) must not mail or otherwise forward, distribute or send them in
or into or from any Restricted Jurisdiction.

The Revised TCPL Offer (unless otherwise determined by TCPL and permitted by applicable law
and regulation) will not be made, directly or indirectly, in or into, or by the use of mails of, or by any
means or instrumentality (including, without limitation, telephonically or electronically) of interstate
or foreign commerce of, or any facility of a national, state or other securities exchange of, any
Restricted Jurisdiction, and the Revised TCPL Offer will not be capable of acceptance by any such
use, means, instrumentality or facilities.

10.3 Notification. TCPL and SCB each reserves the right to notify any matter, including the fact that the
Revised TCPL Offer has been made, to any or all Overseas Shareholders by announcement to the
SGX-ST and if necessary, paid advertisement in a daily newspaper published and circulated in
Singapore, in which case such notice shall be deemed to have been sufficiently given
notwithstanding any failure by any Shareholder to receive or see such announcement or
advertisement.

It is also the responsibility of any Overseas Shareholder who wishes to accept the Revised TCPL
Offer to satisfy himself as to the full observance of the laws of the relevant jurisdiction in that
connection, including the obtaining of any governmental or other consent which may be required,
and compliance with all necessary formalities or legal requirements and the payment of any taxes,
imposts, duties or other requisite payments due in such jurisdiction. Such Overseas Shareholder
shall be liable for any such taxes, imposts, duties or other requisite payments payable and TCPL
and SCB and any person acting on their behalf shall be fully indemnified and held harmless by
such Overseas Shareholder for any such taxes, imposts, duties or other requisite payments as
TCPL and/or SCB and/or any person acting on their behalf may be required to pay. Any Overseas
Shareholder who is in any doubt about his position should consult his professional adviser in the
relevant jurisdiction. In accepting the Revised TCPL Offer, the Overseas Shareholder represents
and warrants to TCPL and SCB that he is in full observance of the laws of the relevant jurisdiction
in that connection, and that he is in full compliance with all necessary formalities or legal
requirements.

Any Overseas Shareholder who is in doubt about his position should consult his
professional adviser in the relevant jurisdiction.
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11. ACTION TO BE TAKEN BY SHAREHOLDERS

Shareholders who do not wish to accept the Revised TCPL Offer need not take any further action
in respect of the TCPL Offer Document, the FAA and/or the FAT which have been sent to them.

Shareholders who wish to accept the Revised TCPL Offer must do so not later than 5.30 p.m. on
22 February 2008, or such later date(s) as may be announced from time to time by or on behalf of
TCPL. The Directors would like to draw the attention of Shareholders who wish to accept the TCPL
Offer to the “Procedures for Acceptance” as set out on pages 19 to 23 of the TCPL Offer
Document.

Acceptances should be completed and returned as soon as possible and, in any event, so as to be
received by CDP (in respect of the FAA) or the share registrar of the Company (in respect of the
FAT), as the case may be, not later than 5.30 p.m. on 22 February 2008, or such later date(s) as
may be announced from time to time by or on behalf of TCPL.

12. RESPONSIBILITY STATEMENT

The Directors of the Company (including any who may have delegated detailed supervision of this
Circular) have taken all reasonable care to ensure that the facts stated and all opinions expressed
in this Circular are fair and accurate and that no material facts have been omitted from this Circular,
and they jointly and severally accept responsibility accordingly. Where any information has been
extracted or reproduced from published or publicly available sources, the sole responsibility of the
Directors of the Company has been to ensure through reasonable enquiries that such information
is accurately extracted from such sources or, as the case may be, reflected or reproduced in this
Circular.

In respect of the IFA Letter, the sole responsibility of the Directors has been to ensure that the facts
stated therein with respect to the Group are fair and accurate.

Yours faithfully
For and on behalf of the Board of Directors of
THE STRAITS TRADING COMPANY LIMITED

Norman lp Ka Cheung
President and Chief Executive Officer
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CIMB-GK SECURITIES PTE. LTD.
(Incorporated in the Republic of Singapore)

(Company Registration Number: 198701621D)

50 Raffles Place #19-00
Singapore Land Tower

Singapore 048623

3 February 2008

To: The Independent Directors
The Straits Trading Company Limited
18 Cross Street #15-01
Singapore 048423

Dear Sirs,

VOLUNTARY CONDITIONAL CASH OFFER BY STANDARD CHARTERED BANK FOR AND ON
BEHALF OF THE CAIRNS PTE. LTD. FOR THE STRAITS TRADING COMPANY LIMITED 

1. INTRODUCTION

On 6 January 2008 (the “TCPL Offer Announcement Date”), Standard Chartered Bank (“SCB”)
announced (the “TCPL Offer Announcement”), for and on behalf of The Cairns Pte. Ltd. (“TCPL”),
that TCPL intends to make a voluntary conditional cash offer (the “TCPL Offer”) for all the issued
ordinary shares (“Shares”) in the capital of The Straits Trading Company Limited (“STC” or the
“Company”), other than those already owned, controlled or agreed to be acquired by TCPL (“TCPL
Offer Shares”), at a price of S$5.70 for each TCPL Offer Share.

On 24 January 2008 (the “KTIPL Offer Announcement Date”), Oversea-Chinese Banking
Corporation Limited (“OCBC Bank”) announced (the “KTIPL Offer Announcement”), for and on
behalf of Knowledge Two Investment Pte Ltd (“KTIPL”), a wholly-owned subsidiary of Lee Latex
(Pte) Limited (“Lee Latex”), that KTIPL intends to make a mandatory conditional cash offer (the
“KTIPL Offer”) for all the Shares other than those already owned or agreed to be acquired by
KTIPL and the intermediate companies (“Lee Family Companies”) through which Messrs Lee
Seng Gee, Lee Seng Tee and Lee Seng Wee and their immediate family members hold their
interests in Lee Latex (“KTIPL Offer Shares”), at a price of S$5.76 for each KTIPL Offer Share
(the “KTIPL Offer Price”).

On 28 January 2008 (the “Revised TCPL Offer Announcement Date”), SCB announced (the
“Revised TCPL Offer Announcement”), for and on behalf of TCPL, that TCPL is revising the offer
price to S$6.50 for each TCPL Offer Share (the “Revised TCPL Offer Price”) (the “Revised TCPL
Offer”).

On the same date, SCB also issued, for and on behalf of TCPL, a letter of offer to each of OCBC
Bank and Great Eastern Holdings Limited (“GEH”) to purchase, at the Revised TCPL Offer Price,
all the 20,248,704 Shares held by OCBC Bank and its subsidiaries (excluding the GEH Group (as
defined hereinafter)) (“OCBC Group”) representing approximately 6.21 per cent. of all the issued
Shares, and all the 64,903,864 Shares held by GEH and its subsidiaries (“GEH Group”)
representing approximately 19.92 per cent. of all the issued Shares. The offers to OCBC Bank and
GEH are unconditional and will expire at 5.30 p.m. on 22 February 2008 if they are not accepted by
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OCBC Bank and/or GEH. Should OCBC Bank and GEH accept the offers, TCPL and parties acting
in concert with it shall then own, control or have agreed to acquire not less than 162,058,845
Shares, representing 49.73 per cent. of all the issued Shares. TCPL shall then convert the Revised
TCPL Offer into a mandatory conditional cash offer for the Shares in accordance with the
provisions of The Singapore Code on Take-overs and Mergers (the “Code”).

CIMB-GK Securities Pte. Ltd. has been appointed as the independent financial adviser to the
directors of the Company who are deemed to be independent (“Independent Directors”) for the
purpose of rendering a recommendation to the shareholders of the Company (“Shareholders”) in
connection with the offers made by TCPL and KTIPL (collectively, the “Offers”).

This letter sets out, inter alia, our evaluation of the financial terms of the Offers and our advice
thereon. It forms part of the circular dated 3 February 2008 and issued by the Company, providing,
inter alia, details of the TCPL Offer and the Revised TCPL Offer and the recommendation of the
Independent Directors in respect of the Revised TCPL Offer (the “Circular”). Unless otherwise
defined or the context otherwise requires, all terms defined in the Circular shall have the same
meanings herein.

Shareholders should note that the offer document containing the terms and conditions of the KTIPL
Offer (the “KTIPL Offer Document”) will be despatched not earlier than 14 days and not later than
21 days from the KTIPL Offer Announcement Date. A separate circular providing, inter alia, details
of the KTIPL Offer and the recommendation of the Independent Directors in respect of the KTIPL
Offer (the “KTIPL Offeree Circular”) will be despatched to Shareholders within 14 days from the
date of the despatch of the KTIPL Offer Document.

2. TERMS OF REFERENCE

We have been appointed to advise the Independent Directors on the financial terms of the Offers
and whether Shareholders should accept or reject the Offers, pursuant to Rules 7.1 and 24.1(b) of
the Code. We have confined our evaluation to the financial terms of the Offers and our terms of
reference do not require us to evaluate or comment on the commercial risks and/or commercial
merits of the Offers or the future prospects of the Company and its subsidiaries (the “Group”) or
any of its associated or joint venture companies and we have not made such evaluation or
comment. However, we may draw upon the views of the Directors and/or the management of the
Company or make such comments in respect thereof (to the extent deemed necessary or
appropriate by us) in arriving at our opinion as set out in this letter. We have not been requested,
and we do not express any opinion on the relative merits of the Offers as compared to any other
alternative transaction. We have not been requested or authorised to solicit, and we have not
solicited, any indications of interest from any third party with respect to the Shares.

We have held discussions with the Directors and the management of the Company and have
examined publicly available information collated by us as well as information, both written and
verbal, provided to us by the Directors, the management of the Company and the Company’s other
professional advisers. We have not independently verified such information, whether written or
verbal, and accordingly we cannot and do not warrant or make any representation (whether
express or implied) regarding, or accept any responsibility for, the accuracy, completeness or
adequacy of such information. However, we have made such enquiries and exercised our judgment
as we deem necessary on such information and have found no reason to doubt the reliability of the
information.
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We have relied upon the assurances of the Directors (including those who may have delegated
supervision of the Circular) that they have taken all reasonable care to ensure that the facts stated
and opinions expressed by them or the Company in the Circular are true, complete and accurate in
all material respects. The Directors have confirmed to us, that to the best of their knowledge and
belief, all material information relating to the Group, its associated or joint venture companies and
the Offers have been disclosed to us, that such information is true, complete and accurate in all
material respects and that there are no other material facts and circumstances the omission of
which would make any statement in the Circular inaccurate, incomplete or misleading in any
material respect. The Directors have jointly and severally accepted such responsibility accordingly.

We have not made any independent evaluation or appraisal of the assets and liabilities (including
without limitation, real property) of the Group or any of its associated or joint venture companies
and we have not been furnished with any such evaluation or appraisal, except for the letters and
valuation certificates from the Valuers appointed by the Company in connection with the Offers set
out in Appendix 8 to the Circular in which we have placed sole reliance on for such asset appraisal.
With respect to such letters and valuation certificates, we are not experts in the evaluation or
appraisal of the assets concerned and we have not made any independent verification of the
contents of these letters and valuation certificates.

Our opinion is based upon market, economic, industry, monetary and other conditions prevailing on
29 January 2008 (the “Latest Practicable Date”), as well as the information made available to us
as at the Latest Practicable Date. Such conditions may change significantly over a short period of
time. Accordingly, we do not express any opinion or view on the future prospects, financial
performance and/or financial position of the Group, its associated or joint venture companies.
Shareholders should take note of any announcement and/or documents relevant to their
consideration of the Offers which may be released or published by or on behalf of the Company,
TCPL and/or KTIPL after the Latest Practicable Date (in particular, the KTIPL Offer Document and
the KTIPL Offeree Circular).

In rendering our advice, we have not had regard to the specific investment objectives, financial
situation, tax position, risk profile or particular needs and constraints of any individual Shareholder.
As each Shareholder would have different investment objectives and profiles, any Shareholder who
may require specific advice in the context of his specific investment objectives or portfolio should
consult his stockbroker, bank manager, solicitor, accountant, tax adviser or other professional
adviser immediately.

The Company has been separately advised in the preparation of the Circular (other than this letter
and Appendix 7 to the Circular). We were not involved in and have not provided any advice in the
preparation, review and verification of the Circular (other than this letter and Appendix 7 to the
Circular). Accordingly, we take no responsibility for, and express no views (express or implied) on,
the contents of the Circular (other than this letter and Appendix 7 to the Circular).

3. THE REVISED TCPL OFFER

Shareholders should by now have received a copy of the TCPL Offer Document issued by SCB, for
and on behalf of TCPL. The Revised TCPL Offer Announcement states that TCPL will shortly
despatch the Revised TCPL Offer Letter to Shareholders relating to the Revised TCPL Offer.

According to the Revised TCPL Offer Announcement, save for the Revised TCPL Offer Price, all
the other terms and conditions of the TCPL Offer as set out in the TCPL Offer Document remain
unchanged.

3.1 Revised TCPL Offer Price

For and on behalf of TCPL, SCB is making the Revised TCPL Offer to acquire all the TCPL Offer
Shares on the following basis:

For each TCPL Offer Share : S$6.50 in cash
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3.2 No Encumbrances

The TCPL Offer Shares are to be acquired:

(i) fully paid;

(ii) free from all liens, equities, mortgages, charges, encumbrances, rights of pre-emption and
other third party rights and interests of any nature whatsoever; and 

(iii) together with all rights, benefits and entitlements attached thereto as at the TCPL Offer
Announcement Date and thereafter attaching thereto (including the right to receive and
retain all dividends and other distributions (if any) announced, declared, paid or made
thereon by the Company on or after the TCPL Offer Announcement Date together with all
interest accrued thereon). If any dividend, other distribution or return of capital is declared,
made or paid on or after the TCPL Offer Announcement Date, TCPL reserves the right to
reduce the Revised TCPL Offer Price by the amount of such dividend, distribution or return
of capital.

3.3 Condition of the TCPL Offer

The TCPL Offer will be conditional upon TCPL having received, by the close of the TCPL Offer,
valid acceptances in respect of such number of TCPL Offer Shares which, together with the Shares
owned, controlled or agreed to be acquired by TCPL and parties acting in concert with it either
before or during the period of the TCPL Offer and pursuant to the TCPL Offer or otherwise, will
result in TCPL and the parties acting in concert with it holding such number of Shares carrying
more than 50 per cent. of the voting rights of the Company.

3.4 Closing Date of the Revised TCPL Offer

Shareholders should note that the Revised TCPL Offer will close at 5.30 p.m. on 22 February
2008 or such later date(s) as may be announced from time to time by or on behalf of TCPL.

3.5 Information on TCPL

The information on TCPL is set out in Section 3 and Appendix I of the TCPL Offer Document. We
wish to highlight the following:

(i) TCPL is an investment holding company incorporated in Singapore on 4 March 2005 and its
name was changed from Granger Pte. Ltd. to The Cairns Pte. Ltd..

(ii) The directors of TCPL are Chew Gek Khim, Chew Gek Hiang and Chew Kwee San. The
shareholders of TCPL (namely, Kambau Pte. Ltd., Siong Lim Private Limited, Tecity Pte. Ltd.,
Mellford Pte. Ltd., Raffles Investments Limited, Raffles Investments (Singapore) Pte. Limited.
and Raffles Investments (1993) Pte. Ltd.), together with TCPL, are part of a group of
investment companies commonly referred to as the “Tecity Group” (the “Tecity Group”).

(iii) The Tecity Group was founded by the late Tan Sri (Dr) Tan Chin Tuan and is currently owned
or controlled by his family members (which include the directors of TCPL).

3.6 Rationale for the TCPL Offer and TCPL’s Future Plans for STC 

The full text of the rationale for the TCPL Offer and TCPL’s future plans for STC are stated in
Section 5 of the TCPL Offer Document. Excerpts of the relevant sections are reproduced in italics
below.

“The Offeror is of the view that the Offer is an opportunity for the Tecity Group to acquire an
increased stake in STC as part of its strategic investments in well-run companies.
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Various companies in the Tecity Group have been shareholders of STC since the 1950s. Given
these historical ties, the Tecity Group wishes to increase its shareholding interest in the Company.

For the past 20 years, the Shares have been trading with a very low liquidity but purchases by the
Tecity Group over the last 10 months have contributed significantly to both the volume and the
increased price of the Shares today. The Tecity Group’s purchases of the Shares have accounted
for approximately 50.1% of the trading in the Shares on the SGX-ST from 1 March 2007 to the
Offer Announcement Date.

The share price of the Company has appreciated by 71.6% during the period between 3 January
2006 and the Offer Announcement Date, partly driven by buoyant economic conditions and capital
appreciation in the Singapore property market. The Offer Price represents not only a premium to
the volume-weighted average price (as outlined in more detail in paragraph 6 below), but also the
highest price of the Shares in the preceding 20 years (up until the Offer Announcement Date).

In light of the current volatility in global credit and capital markets, the Offer presents the
Shareholders with an opportunity to realise their investment in the Shares for cash at an attractive
price.”

“The Offeror does not intend to make changes to the management team of the Company. In the
event that it obtains control of the Company, the Offeror would wish to participate with the board of
directors and management of the Company in undertaking a strategic and operational review of the
STC Group’s businesses.

The Offeror currently has no plans for any changes to (a) the business of the STC Group, (b) the
deployment of the fixed assets of the STC Group or (c) the employment of the employees of the
STC Group.”

Based on the above, we would like to draw your attention to the following:

(i) The companies in the Tecity Group have been shareholders of STC since the 1950s. As at
the Latest Practicable Date, TCPL and its concert parties own, control or have agreed to
acquire an aggregate of 76,906,277 Shares, representing approximately 23.6 per cent. of the
voting rights of the Company.

(ii) TCPL has stated that it does not intend to make changes to the management team of the
Company. However, TCPL has further stated that in the event that it obtains control of the
Company, TCPL would wish to participate with the board of directors and management of
the Company in undertaking a strategic and operational review of the Group’s businesses.

(iii) TCPL has stated that it is its present intention to maintain the listing status of the Company
on the SGX-ST. However, in the event that free float falls below 10 per cent. and trading in
the Shares is suspended or in the event that TCPL is entitled to exercise the right of
compulsory acquisition pursuant to Section 215(1) of the Act, TCPL will reassess its position
in respect of its shareholdings in the Company. Accordingly, there is no assurance that TCPL
will preserve the listing status of the Company on the SGX-ST if free float is less than 10 per
cent. or that it will not exercise the right of compulsory acquisition under Section 215(1) of
the Act.
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4. THE KTIPL OFFER

The KTIPL Offer Document will be despatched not earlier than 14 days and not later than 21 days
from the KTIPL Offer Announcement Date. The KTIPL Offeree Circular will be despatched to
Shareholders within 14 days from the date of the despatch of the KTIPL Offer Document.

4.1 KTIPL Offer Price

The KTIPL Offer will be made on the following basis:

For each KTIPL Offer Share : S$5.76 in cash

4.2 No Encumbrances

The KTIPL Offer Shares are to be acquired:

(i) fully paid;

(ii) free from all claims, charges, equities, liens, pledges, and other encumbrances; and 

(iii) together with all rights, benefits, entitlements and advantages attached thereto as at the
KTIPL Offer Announcement Date and thereafter attaching thereto, including the right to all
dividends, rights and other distributions (if any) declared, made or paid thereon on or after
the KTIPL Offer Announcement Date (including any dividends that may be declared, made
or paid thereon in respect of the financial year ended 31 December 2007).

Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, the KTIPL Offer Price has been
determined on the basis that the KTIPL Offer Shares will be acquired with the right to
receive any dividends, other distributions or return of capital that may be declared, made or
paid by STC on the KTIPL Offer Shares on or after the KTIPL Offer Announcement Date
(“STC Distribution”). In the event any STC Distribution has been paid by STC to a
Shareholder who accepts the KTIPL Offer, the KTIPL Offer Price payable to such accepting
Shareholder shall be reduced by an amount which is equal to the STC Distribution paid by
STC to such accepting Shareholder. Accordingly, if any STC Distribution is declared, made
or paid by STC on or after the KTIPL Offer Announcement Date and the settlement date in
respect of the KTIPL Offer Shares accepted pursuant to the KTIPL Offer falls after the books
closure date for the determination of entitlements to the STC Distribution, the amount of the
STC Distribution in respect of such KTIPL Offer Shares will be deducted from the KTIPL
Offer Price payable for such KTIPL Offer Shares, as KTIPL will not receive the STC
Distribution in respect of those KTIPL Offer Shares from STC.

The KTIPL Offer will be extended, on the same terms and conditions, to all the issued Shares
owned or agreed to be acquired by parties acting or presumed to be acting in concert with KTIPL
in connection with the KTIPL Offer (other than the Lee Family Companies).

4.3 Condition of the KTIPL Offer

The KTIPL Offer will be conditional upon KTIPL having received, by the close of the KTIPL Offer,
valid acceptances in respect of such number of KTIPL Offer Shares which, when taken together
with the Shares owned or agreed to be acquired by KTIPL and parties acting in concert with it
(either before or during the KTIPL Offer and pursuant to the KTIPL Offer or otherwise), will result in
KTIPL and parties acting in concert with it, including such relevant persons, holding such number
of Shares carrying more than 50 per cent. of the voting rights attributable to the issued Shares in
the capital of STC as at the close of the KTIPL Offer.

The KTIPL Offer will be unconditional in all other respects.
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4.4 Information on KTIPL

KTIPL is a private company limited by shares and was incorporated in Singapore on 13 October
2000. Its principal activities are those of an investment holding company. As at the KTIPL Offer
Announcement Date, KTIPL has an issued and paid-up ordinary share capital of S$20,000,000
comprising 20,000,000 ordinary shares, all of which are held by Lee Latex. KTIPL is a direct
wholly-owned subsidiary of Lee Latex. As at the KTIPL Offer Announcement Date, the directors of
KTIPL are Messrs Huang Thiay Sherng and Tan Khiam Hock.

Lee Latex is a company incorporated in Singapore on 10 June 1947. Its principal activity is that of
investment holding. As at the KTIPL Offer Announcement Date, Lee Latex has an issued and paid-
up share capital of S$30,000,000 comprising 30,000 ordinary shares. As at the KTIPL Offer
Announcement Date, the directors of Lee Latex are Messrs Lee Seng Wee, Lee Seng Gee, Lee
Seng Tee, Lee Yuen-Shih, Lee Han-Shih (alternate to Lee Seng Gee), Lee Shih Hua (alternate to
Lee Seng Tee) and Huang Thiay Sherng.

4.5 Rationale for the KTIPL Offer and KTIPL’s Future Plans for STC 

As at the Latest Practicable Date, KTIPL and its concert parties own, control or have agreed to
acquire an aggregate of 108,858,532 Shares, representing approximately 33.4 per cent. of the
voting rights of the Company.

KTIPL has not stated its rationale for the KTIPL Offer and its future plans for STC in the KTIPL
Offer Announcement.

KTIPL has however stated that it is its present intention to maintain the listing status of the
Company on the SGX-ST. However, in the event that listing of the Shares on the SGX-ST is
suspended or in the event that KTIPL receives acceptances in respect of not less than 90% of the
KTIPL Offer Shares (other than those already held by KTIPL, its related corporations or their
respective nominees as at the date of the KTIPL Offer and excluding Shares held as treasury
shares), KTIPL will reassess its position in respect of its shareholdings in the Company.

In assessing the Offers, Shareholders should read carefully the KTIPL Offer Document to be
despatched, in particular, the rationale of the KTIPL Offer and KTIPL’s future plans for STC set out
therein.

5. INFORMATION ON THE GROUP

5.1 Business 

STC was incorporated in Singapore on 8 November 1887. The Group is primarily engaged in tin
mining and smelting, hotel investment and management, property operations, financial investments
and media advertising. The Group’s tin mining and smelting business is carried out by its
subsidiary, Malaysia Smelting Corporation Berhad (“MSC”), which is listed on the Main Board of
Bursa Malaysia Securities Berhad (“Bursa Malaysia”).

The Group’s major properties include Straits Trading Building in Singapore, Straits Trading Building
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia as well as residential properties known as Gallop Gables and Gallop
Green and bungalow development at Cable Road/Nathan Road, Singapore. The Group also owns
and manages Rendezvous Hotel in Singapore and Rendezvous Observation City Hotel in Perth,
Australia, and also currently operates several other hotels in Australia, New Zealand and China.
Further details of the Group’s properties are set out in Section 6.2 of this letter.
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5.2 Financial Information 

A summary of the financial information of the Group for the last three financial years ended 31
December 2006 and the nine months ended 30 September 2007 (“3Q2007”) is set out below. The
following summary of financial information should be read together with the annual reports of STC
in respect of the relevant financial years and the announcement of the interim results of the Group
for 3Q2007 including the notes thereto.

Summary of the Group’s Financial Information (1)

(S$’000) FY2004 FY2005 FY2006 3Q2007
(Audited) (Audited) (Audited) (Unaudited)
(Restated)

Revenues 237,688 744,364 921,620 727,040
Profit from operations before 
exceptional items 68,898 82,261 78,713 73,851

Exceptional items (2) (8,551) 8,918 145,822 270,239

Profit from operations before taxation 60,347 91,179 224,535 344,090

Profit attributable to equity holders 55,319 70,003 194,018 300,551

Earnings per Share 15.5 cents 19.6 cents 57.9 cents 92.2 cents

Shareholders’ funds 1,021,554 1,229,433 1,289,322 1,652,278

Net asset value (“NAV”) per Share S$2.87 S$3.45 S$3.96 S$5.07

Notes:

(1) The summary in this table was extracted from the Company’s annual reports for FY2005 and FY2006 and the
announcement relating to the unaudited financial statements of the Company for 3Q2007.

(2) The exceptional loss in FY2004 amounting to S$8.5 million was mainly due to a net deficit on revaluation of
commercial investment properties which was partially offset by a net surplus on disposal of investments. The
exceptional gain in FY2005 amounting to S$8.9 million was mainly due to the gain on disposal of investments and
properties and the reversal of impairment on the Group’s hotel property which was partially offset by the provision for
impairment and revaluation deficit from commercial properties. The exceptional gain in FY2006 amounting to S$145.8
million was mainly due to the recognition of fair value surpluses arising from the revaluation of the Group’s investment
properties with the adoption of the Singapore Financial Reporting Standard 40, the gain on disposal of properties and
investments as well as the reversal of impairment on the Group’s hotel property. The exceptional gain in 3Q2007
amounting to S$270.2 million was mainly due to the recognition of fair value surpluses arising from the revaluation of
the Group’s investment properties as well as net surplus arising from the disposal of the Group’s investments and
land plots in Malaysia.

6. FINANCIAL EVALUATION OF THE TERMS OF THE OFFERS

Methodology

In assessing the financial terms of the Offers, we have considered the following:

(i) Sum-of-parts valuation of the Group;

(ii) Book net tangible assets (defined to exclude, where applicable, minority interests, deferred
tax assets and liabilities, mining rights, deferred exploration and evaluation expenditure,
deferred mine development expenditure, management rights and goodwill) (“NTA”) and
revalued NTA (“Revalued NTA”) of the Group;

(iii) Market quotation and trading activity of the Shares;

(iv) Premium paid in other take-overs of companies listed on the SGX-ST;
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(v) Financial terms of the selective capital reduction undertaken by the Company in April 2006;

(vi) Dividend track record of the Company; and

(vii) Other relevant considerations which have a significant bearing on our assessment.

General bases and assumptions

As at the Latest Practicable Date, we have not been furnished the KTIPL Offer Document. In
considering the KTIPL Offer, we have relied solely on information found in the KTIPL Offer
Announcement.

In the course of our analysis, we have relied on the following general bases:

(a) The share capital of the Company as at the Latest Practicable Date is S$265,928,000
comprising 325,897,000 Shares; and

(b) The market prices and trading statistics of all securities and equity indices as well as foreign
exchange rates used in this letter have been extracted from Bloomberg unless otherwise
stated.

Valuation ratios

We have applied the following valuation ratios in our analysis:

Valuation ratio General description

P/NTA : “P/NTA” or “price-to-NTA” ratio illustrates the ratio of the market price of a
company’s shares relative to its historical book NTA per share as recorded in
its financial statements. The NTA figure provides an estimate of the value of a
company assuming the sale of all its tangible assets, the proceeds which are
first used to settle its liabilities and obligations with the balance available for
distribution to its shareholders. Comparisons of companies using their book
NTAs are affected by differences in their respective accounting policies, in
particular their depreciation and asset valuation policies. Where the value of a
company’s key assets are adjusted to their current market values, the NTA
figure derived is referred to as its “Revalued NTA”.

EV/EBITDA : “EV” or “enterprise value” is the sum of a company’s market capitalisation,
preferred equity, minority interests, short and long term debt less its cash and
cash equivalents. “EBITDA” stands for historical earnings before interest, tax,
depreciation and amortisation expenses, inclusive of share of associates’ and
joint ventures’ income and excluding exceptional items. The EV/EBITDA ratio
illustrates the market value of a company’s business relative to its historical
pre-tax operating cashflow performance, without regard to the company’s
capital structure.

P/E : “P/E” or “price-to-earnings” ratio illustrates the ratio of the market price of a
company’s shares relative to its earnings per share. The P/E ratio is affected
by, inter alia, the capital structure of a company, its tax position as well as its
accounting policies relating to depreciation and intangible assets.
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6.1 Sum-of-Parts Valuation of the Group 

The Group has four distinct core businesses comprising:

(a) Tin mining and smelting;

(b) Hotel operations;

(c) Property operations; and

(d) Securities trading and investment holding.

Given the unique profile of the Group whereby the Group is engaged in diverse businesses, we
consider it appropriate to value each of the Group’s businesses separately to arrive at an
aggregate valuation of the Group on a sum-of-parts basis. We have arrived at a range of valuation
for the Group rather than a single specific value as this will provide a more objective measure of
the value of the Shares taking into account inter alia market price volatility of MSC and the Group’s
significant investment portfolio of securities which is sensitive to general stock market and
economic conditions.

Our valuation methodologies for each of the Group’s businesses are further set out from Section
6.1.1 to Section 6.1.4 of this letter. We set out below a summary of our sum-of-parts analysis of the
Group.

Summary of Sum-of-parts Valuation Analysis

Lower Upper
(S$’ million) (S$’ million)

Tin mining and smelting 118.0 212.2

Hotel operations 66.0 274.8

Property operations 1,064.1 1,064.1

Investment in United Engineers Limited 66.3 115.5

Investment in WBL Corporation Limited 81.5 116.4

Remaining investment portfolio 316.6 316.6

Other net tangible assets (1) 270.7 270.7

Total valuation of the Group 1,983.2 2,370.3

Estimated valuation for each Share (S$) 6.09 7.27

Note:

(1) “Other net tangible assets” refers to such tangible assets less such tangible liabilities as at 30 September 2007 which
cannot be directly attributable to any of the distinct businesses of the Group, and is provided by the Company.

The Revised TCPL Offer Price falls within the range of the estimated sum-of-parts valuation of
each Share.

Shareholders should note that a discount may be applied on the sum-of-parts valuation of a
conglomerate such as the Group for various reasons. In an efficient capital market, investors can
generally diversify more effectively by purchasing a portfolio of stocks of focused firms as
compared to purchasing stocks of a conglomerate investing in a range of diverse businesses. A
valuation discount may also be applied as conglomerates are generally believed to use capital less
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efficiently. In arriving at the sum-of-parts valuation of the Group above, we have not applied any
conglomerate discount as the quantification of such discount is highly subjective. The conglomerate
discount is dependent on inter alia the size of the conglomerate, the extent of business
diversification or synergies (if any) within the conglomerate and the requirement for additional
management as compared to standalone businesses.

Similarly, we have not taken into account any premium that may arise from the Group’s majority
controlling interest in MSC nor the economic value of the Group’s hotel trademarks (as elaborated
elsewhere in this letter) as the quantification of such premium is highly subjective.

6.1.1 Tin Mining and Smelting

The Group’s subsidiary, MSC, was incorporated in Malaysia as a private limited company under the
name of STC (Conversion) Sdn Bhd in 1978 and changed its name to Malaysia Smelting
Corporation Sdn Bhd in 1981. MSC was converted to a public company in 1985 and was listed on
the Main Board of the Kuala Lumpur Stock Exchange (as it was then known) in 1994.

The principal activities of MSC are investment holding and the smelting of tin concentrates and tin
bearing materials, the production of various grades of refined tin metal under the brand name
“MSC” and the sales and delivery of refined tin metal and by-products. MSC’s subsidiaries are
principally engaged in tin mining and smelting, investment holding and the provision of an
authorised warehouse for tin metal under the Kuala Lumpur Tin Market and Kuala Lumpur
Commodity Exchange Warrant. MSC’s associated companies are principally engaged in tin mining
and the manufacture and sale of solder products.

For FY2006, MSC achieved audited consolidated revenue and audited profit after tax attributable to
shareholders of approximately MYR1,637.7 million and MYR41.5 million, respectively. For 3Q2007,
MSC achieved unaudited consolidated revenue and unaudited profit after tax attributable to
shareholders of approximately MYR1,178.1 million and MYR22.1 million, respectively. The NTA of
MSC amounted to approximately MYR293.8 million as at 30 September 2007.

(i) Market quotation and trading activity of the MSC Shares

The trend of the daily last transacted prices of the shares of MSC (“MSC Shares”) from 8
November 2006 (being the date of lifting of its trading suspension) to the Latest Practicable
Date is set out below.

Source: Bloomberg

Daily Last Transacted Prices of the MSC Shares
(From 8 November 2006 to the Latest Practicable Date)
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Notes:

(1) On 24 January 2007, MSC announced that the special task force of national police had commenced
investigations at its 75%-owned subsidiary, PT Koba Tin in Bangka Island as a result of a report alleging PT
Koba Tin’s involvement in the collection of tin ore from small scale miners operating outside its contract of
work areas.

(2) On 12 February 2007, MSC announced that three of the executive directors of PT Koba Tin have been held
by the police to assist in their ongoing investigations and that during the period of the investigation, PT Koba
Tin is allowed to continue mining and smelting but delivery and shipment of tin metal was suspended. It was
also announced that it was expected that MSC group’s performance for the first quarter 2007 would be
affected by the developments.

(3) On 21 February 2007, MSC released its unaudited results for FY2006 and reported that net earnings
decreased by approximately 25.8% to MYR41.5 million as compared to the corresponding period in FY2005.

(4) On 18 April 2007, MSC announced inter alia that PT Koba Tin has been granted export licence by the
Ministry of Trade in Jakarta effective from 18 April 2007 and that it would resume delivery and shipment of tin
metal.

(5) On 8 May 2007, MSC released its unaudited results for the 3 months ended 31 March 2007 and reported that
net earnings decreased by approximately 33.4% to MYR6.5 million as compared to the corresponding period
in FY2006.

(6) On 4 June 2007, MSC announced inter alia that the three executive directors of PT Koba Tin were accused of
the allegation of being involved in the collection of tin ore from small scale miners operating outside PT Koba
Tin’s contract of work area, in the district court of Sungailiat in the province of Bangka Belitung and that all
three directors had maintained a not guilty plea.

(7) On 1 August 2007, MSC announced that the three directors of PT Koba Tin had been fully acquitted of all
charges.

(8) On 7 August 2007, MSC released its unaudited results for the 6 months ended 30 June 2007 and reported
that net earnings decreased by approximately 26.1% to MYR14.6 million as compared to the corresponding
period in FY2006.

(9) On 16 August 2007, MSC announced that it had entered into a heads of agreement with Metal Resources
Capital Limited to collaborate in the development of tin and other mineral resources in Indonesia. It was also
announced that the parties intend that the joint venture company to be set up seek a listing on a recognised
stock exchange at an appropriate time.

(10) On 29 October 2007, MSC announced that it had entered into a joint venture contract with Guangxi Guilin
Jinwei Realty Co., Ltd and Vertex Metals Incorporation to establish a new joint venture company named Guilin
Hinwei Tin Technology Co., Ltd for the smelting and refining of tin, and the production and sale of tin-based
products in China.

(11) On 2 November 2007, MSC released its unaudited results for the 9 months ended 30 September 2007 and
reported that net earnings increased marginally by approximately 18.3% to MYR22.1 million as compared to
the corresponding period in FY2006.

(12) On 23 December 2007, MSC announced that it had entered into a subscription agreement pursuant to which
MSC purchased 11.4 million common shares with 6.8 million detachable warrants representing approximately
12.8% interest in the capital of Asian Mineral Resources Limited which is listed on the TSX Venture
Exchange.

(13) On 28 December 2007, MSC announced that PT Tenaga Anugerah, in which MSC has an indirect 60%
interest, had entered into mining cooperation agreement with PT Sarana Marindo to undertake offshore tin
mining.

(14) On 29 January 2008, MSC announced that the head of local police force in Kabupaten (district) Bangka
Tengah had issued a letter to its 75%-owned subsidiary, PT Koba Tin, to stop receiving tin ore from its
subcontractors as well as cease production of tin ingots from its smelting operations. According to the local
police, this was to facilitate them to carry out investigations following allegations that two of PT Koba Tin’s
appointed subcontractors have been mining in a forest area within PT Koba Tin’s contract of work area where
they are not authorised to. PT Koba Tin’s internal control measures and investigations have however,
confirmed that all production from its appointed subcontractors have been derived from mining activities
carried out within PT Koba Tin’s contract of work area and outside of the forest area.
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The volume-weighted average price (“VWAP”) and trading volume of the MSC Shares from 8
November 2006 to the Latest Practicable Date are set out below.

Daily 
trading

Average volume as a  
daily percentage

Highest Lowest trading of
VWAP price price volume (1) free float (2)

(MYR) (MYR) (MYR) (‘000) (%)

Prior to TCPL Offer
Announcement Date

Since 8 November 2006 7.19 8.80 5.40 61 0.3
Last 1 year 7.35 8.80 5.60 56 0.3
Last 6 months 7.70 8.80 6.45 58 0.3
Last 3 months 8.31 8.60 7.50 27 0.1
Last 1 month 7.78 8.00 7.60 2 <0.1

Last traded Market Day 7.80 7.80 7.80 1 <0.1 
prior to the TCPL  
Offer Announcement 

Last traded Market Day 7.58 7.60 7.55 50 0.3
prior to the KTIPL 
Offer Announcement 

After TCPL Offer
Announcement Date

Between TCPL Offer 7.69 8.40 7.50 7 <0.1 
Announcement Date 
and the Latest 
Practicable Date

As at Latest 7.60 7.70 7.50 2 <0.1
Practicable Date

From 8 November 2006 7.20 8.80 5.40 59 0.3 
to the Latest 
Practicable Date

Source: Bloomberg

Notes:

(1) The average daily trading volume of the MSC Shares is calculated based on the total volume of shares traded
during the period divided by the number of Market Days during that period.

(2) Free float refers to those MSC Shares in which the directors and the substantial shareholders of MSC has no
interests and amounts to approximately 18.9 million MSC Shares or approximately 25.2% of the issued share
capital of MSC based on information available in MSC’s latest annual report.

We note the following:

(i) Since 8 November 2006 up to the Latest Practicable Date, the MSC Shares have
traded between a low of MYR5.40 and a high of MYR8.80 with a VWAP of MYR7.20.

(ii) Since 8 November 2006 up to the Latest Practicable Date, the MSC Shares were
traded on 252 Market Days or 83.7% of the total Market Days with an average daily
trading volume of approximately 59,000 Shares representing approximately 0.3% of
MSC’s free float.
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Market price represents the value of a company as perceived by the stock market and
subject to market efficiency and rationality, reflects information relevant to a company such
as its business directions, plans and strategies, expected financial performance, future
prospects and potential growth and is susceptible to, inter alia, investor sentiment and
market speculation. Based on the highest and lowest market prices of the MSC Shares
during the period from 8 November 2006 up to the Latest Practicable Date, the valuation of
the Company’s existing stake in MSC will range from approximately S$130.2 million to
S$212.2 million.

We wish to highlight that a control premium may be imputed on the market valuation of MSC
given the majority controlling interest in MSC held by the Group. We have however not
applied any control premium as the quantification of such premium is highly subjective. We
further note that trading in the MSC Shares has been rather illiquid. Accordingly, the
aforementioned valuation of MSC may not reasonably reflect its fair value.

We wish to highlight that the market price of MSC Shares is and will continue to be affected
to varying extent by changes in, inter alia, market, economic, political, industry, monetary
and other general macroeconomic conditions as well as company-specific factors.
Accordingly, the historical trading performance of the MSC Shares should not be relied upon
as a promise of its future trading performance.

(ii) Valuation ratios of listed comparable companies of MSC 

As an alternative assessment of the valuation of MSC, we consider the valuation ratios of
selected listed companies which are principally engaged in tin mining and manufacturing and
which are, in our opinion, broadly comparable to MSC (“Tin Companies”). A summary
profile of the Tin Companies is set out below.

Exchange of
Tin Companies Listing Description

Minsur S.A. Lima Stock Minsur mines and refines tin, copper, and other 
(“Minsur”) Exchange, Peru metals in Peru. Minsur owns and operates processing

plants in San Rafael and Pisco, and distributes its
products mainly to Asia, the United States and
Europe.

PT Timah Tbk Jakarta Stock PT Timah operates tin mines on Indonesian 
(“PT Timah”) Exchange, islands such as Bangka and Karimun and 

Indonesia coastal areas of Sumatra. Through its subsidiaries,
PT Timah also provides consultancy, shipping
dockyard and workshop, transportation, exploration
and research and development services.

Source: Bloomberg

We wish to highlight that the Tin Companies are not exhaustive and they differ from MSC in
terms of, inter alia, market capitalisation, principal exchange of listing, size of operations,
composition of business activities, asset base, geographical spread, track record, financial
performance, operating and financial leverage, risk profile, liquidity, accounting policies,
future prospects and other relevant criteria. As such, any comparison made is necessarily
limited and merely serves only as an illustrative guide.

The valuation ratios of the Tin Companies set out below are based on their last transacted
share prices as at the Latest Practicable Date.
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Market Historical Forecast  
capitalisation P/E P/E EV/EBITDA P/NTA
(S$’ million) (times) (times) (times) (times)

MSC (implied in the last 253.8 13.9 NA (5) 8.2 2.0
transacted share price of 
MSC Shares)

Minsur (1) 3,416.0 12.7 7.8 7.3 2.8
PT Timah (2) 2,096.0 66.0 9.9 24.3 4.8

Mean (3) 12.7 8.8 7.3 3.8

MSC’s consolidated net profit 9.7
after tax attributable to 
shareholders for 3Q2007
(S$’ million)

MSC’s consolidated net profit 18.2
after tax attributable to 
shareholders for FY2006 
(S$’ million)

MSC’s consolidated EBITDA 46.8
for FY2006 (S$’ million)

MSC’s NTA as at 30 September 129.1
2007 (S$’ million) 

Implied valuation of MSC 230.9 161.3 (6) 211.7 493.7
based on the mean valuation
ratio (S$’ million) 

Implied valuation for each 3.08 2.15 2.82 6.58
MSC Share (S$) (4)

Implied valuation of 73.16% 168.9 118.0 154.9 361.2
in MSC held by STC 
(S$’ million)

Source: Bloomberg 

Notes:

(1) The historical P/E and EV/EBITDA ratios of Minsur were based on earnings as obtained from Bloomberg as
at the Latest Practicable Date. The forecast P/E ratio of Minsur was based on analysts’ estimates quoted by
Bloomberg available as at the Latest Practicable Date. The P/NTA ratio of Minsur was based on its NTA value
as obtained from Bloomberg as at the Latest Practicable Date.

(2) The historical P/E and EV/EBITDA ratios of PT Timah were based on earnings as set out in its latest
available published full-year financial statements as at the Latest Practicable Date. The forecast P/E ratio of
PT Timah was based on analysts’ estimates quoted by Bloomberg available as at the Latest Practicable Date.
The P/NTA ratio of PT Timah was based on its NTA value as set out in its latest available published financial
statements as at the Latest Practicable Date.

(3) In computing the mean historical P/E and EV/EBITDA ratios, the ratios pertaining to PT Timah have been
excluded as outliers.

(4) The implied valuation per MSC Share is based on 75,000,000 outstanding MSC Shares as at the Latest
Practicable Date.

(5) “NA” denotes not available.

(6) The earnings of MSC for FY2007 would have been approximately S$12.9 million assuming that its earnings
achieved in 3Q2007 of approximately S$9.7 million are being annualised. In arriving at the implied valuation
of MSC based on the mean forecast P/E ratio, we have assumed the earnings for FY2006 of approximately
S$18.2 million instead of such annualised earnings for FY2007 as MSC has stated that it expects pre-tax
earnings for FY2007 to be better than that in FY2006.
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Among the P/E ratio, the EV/EBITDA ratio and the P/NTA ratio, it would be appropriate to
attach most weight to the P/E ratio and the EV/EBITDA ratio, being earnings-based valuation
approaches given that MSC is a going concern engaged in the business of tin mining and
manufacturing and such business is typically valued based on the amount of earnings that it
can generate through the use of its capital and resources. As at the Latest Practicable Date,
MSC has not publicly announced any intention to change the nature of its business or to
realise or convert the use of its assets in any material respect within the foreseeable future.

As at the Latest Practicable Date, the Company holds approximately 73.16% shareholding
interest in the issued share capital of MSC. We wish to highlight that a control premium may
be imputed on the valuation of MSC given the majority controlling interest in MSC held by
the Group. We have however not applied any control premium in this analysis as the
quantifiaction of such premium is highly subjective. Accordingly, based on the range of P/E
and EV/EBITDA ratios of the Tin Companies, the implied valuation of the Company’s stake in
MSC will range from approximately S$118.0 million to S$168.9 million.

(iii) Past dealings in MSC Shares by the Group

We note the following past dealings in MSC Shares by the Group:

(a) Takeover of MSC by STC in November 2004

On 26 November 2004, the Company entered into an agreement to purchase 8.19%
shareholding interest in MSC at a purchase price of MYR6.30 in cash per MSC Share
(“Acquisition”). On 17 February 2005, pursuant to the Acquisition, Straits Trading
Amalgamated Resources Sdn Bhd (“STAR(M)”), a wholly owned subsidiary of the
Company, gave notice of a take-over offer for MSC at an offer price of MYR6.30 in
cash for each MSC Share (“MSC Take-over”). This offer price was subsequently
adjusted, to account for net dividend paid out by MSC, to MYR6.12 for each MSC
Share.

Based on the offer price of MYR6.12 for each MSC Share, MSC would have been
valued under the MSC Take-over at MYR459.0 million. This translates to an implied
valuation of the Company’s existing stake in MSC of approximately S$147.5 million.
Shareholders should note that such implied valuation of MSC is likely to have imputed
a control premium given that the Company did not have statutory control of MSC prior
to the Acquisition and the MSC Take-over.

(b) Purchase of an additional 30.0% equity interest in MSC by the Group in August 2006

On 29 August 2006, the Company’s wholly-owned subsidiaries, STAR(M) and Sword
Investments Private Limited (“Sword”) entered into a conditional share acquisition
agreement with MMC Corporation Berhad pursuant to which STAR(M) and Sword
agreed to purchase an aggregate of 22,500,000 MSC Shares representing a total of
30% interest in the issued share capital of MSC at a purchase price of MYR4.75 in
cash for each MSC Share.

Based on the purchase price of MYR4.75 for each MSC Share, MSC would have been
valued at MYR356.3 million. This translates to an implied valuation of the Company’s
existing stake in MSC of approximately S$114.5 million. Shareholders should note that
such implied valuation of MSC is likely to have imputed a liquidity discount given that
trading in the MSC Shares was then suspended as its public float was below the
prescribed 25% minimum shareholding spread requirement of Bursa Malaysia.

(c) Placement of MSC Shares by the Group in November 2006

On 1 November 2006, the Company announced that, to facilitate the increase in public
shareholding and the re-quotation of MSC Shares on Bursa Malaysia, the Group had
successfully placed out 15,422,000 MSC Shares at MYR4.95 each. Based on the
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placement price of MYR4.95 for each MSC Share, MSC would have been valued at
MYR371.3 million. This translates to an implied valuation of the Company’s existing
stake in MSC of approximately S$119.3 million. Shareholders should note that such
implied valuation of MSC is likely to have imputed a discount given that the placement
was undertaken to restore public float.

(d) Purchase of an additional 0.15% equity interest in MSC by MSC’s associated
company in May 2007

On 10 May 2007, the Company announced that Redring Solder (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd, a
40%-owned associate of MSC had acquired an additional 110,000 MSC Shares at
MYR7.45 each, thereby increasing the Group’s direct and deemed interest in MSC to
73.16%. Based on the purchase price of MYR7.45 for each MSC Share, MSC would
have been valued at MYR558.8 million. This translates to an implied valuation of the
Company’s existing stake in MSC of approximately S$179.6 million.

Shareholders should note that the above is purely for information purposes only. We have
not taken into consideration the implied valuation of MSC in the aforementioned transactions
in our assessment of the Group’s tin mining and smelting business owing to, inter alia, the
time elapsed since the aforementioned transactions and that the intention of the parties to
the transactions as well as the rationale underlying such transactions were entirely different
from those of the Offers. The aforementioned transactions should not be regarded in the
context of the Offers as these transactions were entered into at different points in time under
different circumstances and market conditions.

(iv) Outlook of MSC

We note that STC had, in the announcement of its results for 3Q2007, stated the following in
respect of the tin mining and smelting segment:

“With the reduction in PT Koba Tin’s production to about 1,000 tonnes per month, PT Koba
Tin is in the process of undertaking a major cost rationalisation programme to improve its
operating efficiency. Performance of PT Koba Tin is expected to improve progressively as the
benefits of the on-going rationalisation programme are being realised.

The Group’s investment focus remains in tin, coal and gold. Recently, MSC entered into 
(a) an agreement to collaborate with Metal Resources Capital Limited and expand the
Group’s tin operations in Indonesia, and (b) a Joint Venture Agreement with Guangxi Guilin
Jinwei Realty Co., Ltd and Vertex Metals Incorporation to smelt and refine tin, and produce
and sell tin and tin-based products in the People’s Republic of China.”

We further note that MSC had, in the announcement of its results for 3Q2007, stated the
following:

“Performance by the Company’s principal subsidiary, PT Koba Tin, is expected to improve
progressively as the benefits of the on-going rationalization programme are being realized.

Barring any other unforeseen circumstances and in the light of the current high tin prices, the
Board expects the Group’s pre-tax profit for the current year to be better than that of the
previous year.”

We wish to highlight the following:

(a) On 16 August 2007, MSC entered into a heads of agreement with Metal Resources
Capital Limited to collaborate in the development of tin and other mineral resources in
Indonesia. In connection therewith, a joint venture company (“Newco”) will be
incorporated in Singapore to inter alia hold the exclusive rights in respect of several
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proposed tin exploration concessions in Indonesia. It is the intention of the parties to
seek a listing of Newco on a recognised stock exchange at an appropriate time. MSC
recognised that this strategic alliance represents an opportunity to significantly
increase the potential of discovering new tin reserves in identified concessions.

(b) On 29 October 2007, MSC entered into a joint venture contract with Guangxi Guilin
Jinwei Realty Co., Ltd and Vertex Metals Technology Co., Ltd to establish a new joint
venture company for the smelting and refining of tin, and the production and sale of tin
and tin-based products in China. While the proposed joint venture is not expected to
have an immediate material effect on the earnings, net assets and gearing of MSC for
FY2007, it is however expected to contribute positively to the future earnings of MSC.

(c) On 21 December 2007, MSC entered into a subscription agreement pursuant to which
MSC purchased 11.4 million common shares with 6.8 million warrants representing
approximately 12.8% interest in the capital of Asian Mineral Resources Limited, a
company listed on TSX Venture Exchange. This subscription represents a strategic
and significant entry for the MSC group of companies into the nickel mining business
in the Asean region. While the proposed joint venture is not expected to have an
immediate material effect on the earnings, net assets and gearing of MSC for FY2007,
it is however expected to contribute positively to the earnings of MSC over the longer
term, especially upon commencement of commercial production at the Ban Phuc
Nickel Sulphide Project located in North Vietnam which is expected to take place in
2009.

(d) On 28 December 2007, PT Tenaga Anugerah (a company in which MSC indirectly has
a 60% interest) entered into a mining cooperation agreement with PT Sarana Marindo.
The Group expects that, barring unforeseen circumstances, this cooperation to
undertake offshore tin mining venture will contribute positively to the earnings of the
MSC group in 2008.

6.1.2 Hotel Operations

(i) Market value of the hotel assets

In connection with the Offers, the Directors have commissioned the Valuers to conduct independent
valuations of its hotel properties (refer to Section 6.2 of this letter). The Directors are of the view
that, apart from those assets encompassed in such valuation, it is not necessary to revalue the
other assets of the Group’s hotel operations business as the revaluation of these assets would not
have a material impact on the market value of the hotel assets.

The financial contribution of those hotel assets which the Group owns presently accounts for a
major portion of the profit attributable to the Group’s hotel operations. Accordingly, we have not
ascribed any value to the management contracts relating to those hotels not owned by the Group
on the basis that the value thereon may not be significant relative to the market value of the
Group’s hotel assets.

Taking into account the revaluation of its hotel properties, the market value of the Group’s hotel
assets as at 31 December 2007 would amount to approximately S$274.8 million in aggregate.

(ii) Valuation ratios of comparable listed hotel companies

As an alternative valuation of the Group’s hotel operations business, we consider the valuation
ratios of selected companies listed on the SGX-ST which are principally engaged in hotel
operations and which are, in our opinion, broadly comparable to the Company in this aspect
(“Hotel Companies”).
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We wish to highlight that the Hotel Companies are not exhaustive and they differ from the Group’s
hotel operations business in terms of, inter alia, ownership and location of hotel assets, size of
operations, composition of business activities, asset base, geographical spread, track record,
financial performance, operating and financial leverage, risk profile, accounting policies, future
prospects and other relevant criteria. As such, any comparison made is necessarily limited and
merely serves as an illustrative guide.

The valuation ratios of the Hotel Companies set out below are based on their last transacted share
prices as at the Latest Practicable Date.

Market Historical Forecast 
Company capitalisation P/E (1) P/E (1) EV/EBITDA (1) P/NTA (2)

(S$’ million) (times) (times) (times) (times)

Hotel Grand Central Limited 430.8 6.8 12.7 5.3 0.7
Hotel Plaza Limited 1,038.0 9.1 NA (7) 7.3 2.3
Hotel Properties Limited 1,674.0 16.9 12.9 15.6 1.5
L.C. Development Ltd 273.3 33.5 7.3 17.0 1.0
Stamford Land Corporation Limited 406.0 12.2 7.3 10.6 0.9

Maximum (3) 16.9 12.9 17.0 2.3
Minimum (3) 6.8 7.3 5.3 0.7
Mean (3) 11.2 10.1 11.2 1.3

Segment results of the hotel 6.6
operations business for 3Q2007 (4)

(S$ ’million) 
5.9

Segment results of the hotel 
operations business for FY2006 (4)

(S$ ’million) 
14.0

EBITDA of the hotel operations 
business for FY2006 (4)

(S$’ million) 
172.7

NTA of the hotel operations 
business as at 30 September 2007 (4)

(S$’ million)

Implied valuation of the hotel 66.0 88.5 (5) 139.7 (6) 222.3
operations business based on the
mean valuation ratio (S$’ million)

Source: Bloomberg and respective companies’ latest available annual reports and financial statements 

Notes:

(1) The historical P/E and EV/EBITDA ratios of the Hotel Companies were based on their respective earnings as set out
in their latest available published full-year financial statements as at the Latest Practicable Date and have been
adjusted to exclude exceptional items. The forecast P/E ratios of the Hotel Companies were based on analysts’
estimates quoted by Bloomberg available as at the Latest Practicable Date.

(2) The P/NTA ratios of the Hotel Companies were based on their respective NTA values as set out in their latest
available published financial statements as at the Latest Practicable Date.

(3) In computing the maximum, minimum and mean historical P/E ratios, L.C. Development Ltd has been excluded as
outlier.

(4) Segment results, EBITDA and NTA attributable to the Group’s hotel operations business are provided by the
Company.
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(5) In arriving at the implied valuation of the hotel operations business based on the mean forecast P/E ratio, the
segment results attributable to the hotel operations business for 3Q2007 have been annualised.

(6) The implied valuation of the hotel operations business is computed by applying the relevant valuation ratio to the
EBITDA of the hotel operations business and adjusting for the segment liabilities.

(7) “NA” denotes not available.

Based on the mean P/E, EV/EBITDA and P/NTA valuation ratios of the Hotel Companies, the
implied valuation of the Group’s hotel operations business is approximately S$66.0 million to
S$222.3 million.

(iii) Outlook of hotel operations business

We note that STC had, in the announcement of its results for 3Q2007, stated the following in
respect of the hotel operations segment:

“Measures have been put in place, including the refurbishment of the banquet facilities, to ensure
the turnaround of the Auckland hotel and to improve the performance of the Broome and Port
Douglas hotels. These included taking sales and marketing initiatives with strong yield and cost
controls. Room yield is expected to improve further once refurbishments are completed at Port
Douglas and the three new Marque hotels.

Hotel operations are expected to further improve when the new hotels in Guilin and Christchurch
commence operations in 2008.”

6.1.3 Property Operations

(i) Market value of properties

The Group’s property operations comprise property development and holding of investment
properties. Currently, the Group’s main investment properties are Straits Trading Building in
Singapore (currently under re-development), Straits Trading Building in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,
Gourmet Gallery, residential properties in Singapore known as Gallop Gables and Gallop Green as
well as bungalows at Cable Road/Nathan Road.

In connection with the Offers, the Directors have commissioned the Valuers to conduct independent
valuations of certain properties (refer to Section 6.2 of this letter). The Directors are of the view
that, apart from those assets encompassed in such valuation, it is not necessary to revalue the
other properties of the Group as the revaluation of these assets would not have a material impact
on the market value of the properties.

Taking into account the revaluation of the properties, the market value of the Group’s investment
properties, properties held for sale and properties under development as at 31 December 2007
would amount to approximately S$1,064.1 million in aggregate.

(ii) Outlook of property operations business

We note that STC had, in the announcement of its results for 3Q2007, stated the following in
respect of the property operations segment:

“The Group’s rental income is expected to continue to improve in tandem with the rising rental
market for residential and commercial properties in Singapore.

The Group is also exploring some development projects outside Singapore. In certain strategic
cities, the Group’s property team may partner with the hotel operation to embark on hotel/mixed
development work to expand the Group’s hotel portfolio.”
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6.1.4 Securities Trading and Investment Holding

The investment portfolio (comprising both long-term investments and short-term marketable
securities) held by the Group is significant and comprises quoted and unquoted equities, bonds
and other securities in Malaysia, Singapore and other countries.

We note that United Engineers Limited (“UE”) and WBL Corporation Limited (“WBL”) which are
both listed on the SGX-ST account for more than 30 per cent. of the Group’s investment portfolio
and the Company holds, as at the Latest Practicable Date, approximately 12.1% interest in UE and
10.6% interest in WBL. We have therefore separately reviewed the trading performance of the
shares of UE and WBL and considered the sensitivity of the valuation of the portfolio to these
shares. We wish to highlight that a premium may be imputed on the valuation of these investments
due to the significance of the blocks of shares held. In arriving at our valuation of the investment
portfolio, we have however not applied any premium as the quantification of such premium is highly
subjective and is dependent on inter alia the existing and desired level of control as well as
prevailing market conditions and sentiments.

(i) Market value of investment in UE

As at the Latest Practicable Date, the Group holds 26,609,240 shares in UE (“UE Shares”)
representing approximately 12.1 per cent. of UE’s issued share capital.

The trend of the daily last transacted prices of the UE Shares from 8 January 2007 (being one year
prior to the TCPL Offer Announcement Date) to the Latest Practicable Date is set out below.

Source: Bloomberg
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Notes:

(1) On 13 February 2007, UE announced the acquisition of the remaining 12.6% interest in UE IEMvirotech Pte Ltd not
held by the UE group for a cash consideration of US$750,000.

(2) On 27 February 2007, UE released its unaudited full-year results for FY2006 and reported that net profit attributable
to members increased by approximately 54% to S$34.8 million as compared to FY2005.

(3) On 19 April 2007, UE  announced that the sale of its warehouse complex (known as UE Tech Park) by its 90%
subsidiary, United Tech Park Pte Ltd (“UTPPL”), to MacarthurCook Property Investment Pte Ltd (acting as trustee for
MacarthurCook Induistrial REIT) for a total cash consideration of S$115 million, had been completed.

(4) On 9 May 2007, UE released its unaudited results for the 3 months ended 31 March 2007 and reported that net profit
attributable to members increased by approximately 101% to S$11.8 million as compared to the corresponding period
in FY2006.

(5) On 29 May 2007, UE announced the sale of its effective 60% stake in Dalian Xinwei Metalform Products Company
Limited for a consideration of RMB6.0 million.

(6) On 26 June 2007, UE announced the disposal of 29 million shares in Yongnam Holdings Limited for a consideration
of approximately S$12.0 million.

(7) On 6 August 2007, UE announced that the units at The Rochester were sold at an average price of S$1,300 per
square foot, a first for District 5 private residential property.

(8) On 13 August 2007, UE released its unaudited results for the 6 months ended 30 June 2007 and reported that net
profit attributable to members increased by approximately 121% to S$26.7 million as compared to the corresponding
period in FY2006.

(9) On 23 October 2007, UE announced that International Finance Corporation would provide a loan of US$9 million
which was repayable over a 6-year period commencing 2010 for the purposes of funding approximately 32 medical
waste treatment facilities and related operations. In addition, International Finance Corporation would subscribe for
convertible redeemable cumulative preference shares in the capital of UE Envirotech Pte Ltd for a consideration of
US$3.5 million.

(10) On 13 November 2007, UE released its unaudited results for the 9 months ended 30 September 2007 and reported
that net profit attributable to members increased by approximately 164% to S$34.1 million as compared to the
corresponding period in FY2006.

(11) On 15 November 2007, UE announced the acquisition of the remaining 40% stake in PT United Engineers Indonesia
for a cash consideration of S$0.3 million.

(12) On 23 November 2007, UE announced the disposal of its entire 6.5% interest in Air-Sys International Holdings Pte
Ltd for a consideration of approximately US$0.8 million.

(13) On 30 November 2007, UE announced that its wholly-owned subsidiary, United Engineers Developments Pte Ltd, had
been awarded a new Built-to-Suit project at the Changi Business Park, by the Jurong Town Council. It was stated that
the development cost was estimated to be in the region of S$280 million and this project was expected to contribute
positively to the earnings of UE in the future.

(14) On 26 December 2007, UE announced that its wholly-owned subsidiary, United Infrastructure Pte Ltd has entered
into a conditional share sale and purchase agreement with Xing Gang Power Investments Limited for the sale of 67%
shareholding interest in its subsidiary, United Power Corporation for a total cash consideration of US$85.6 million.

(15) On 4 January 2008, UE announced that it had been awarded two residential sites at Ang Mo Kio Street 52 through its
92.5%-owned subsidiary, Greatearth Developments Pte Ltd and the other at Alexandra Road through a 20-80 joint
venture between Greatearth Developments and Wing Tai Holdings Ltd.
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The VWAP and trading volume of the UE Shares from 8 January 2007 to the Latest Practicable
Date are set out below.

Average Daily trading
daily volume as a

Highest Lowest trading percentage of
VWAP price price volume (1) free float (2)

(S$) (S$) (S$) (‘000) (%)

Periods prior to TCPL
Offer Announcement Date

Last 1 year 3.43 4.34 2.49 479 0.4
Last 6 months 3.74 4.34 2.88 406 0.3
Last 3 months 3.83 4.10 3.58 285 0.2
Last 1 month 3.67 3.80 3.58 196 0.2

Last transacted price prior 3.77 3.77 3.72 74 <0.1  
to the TCPL Offer 
Announcement

Last transacted price prior 3.28 3.45 3.12 342 0.3
to the KTIPL Offer
Announcement

After TCPL Offer
Announcement Date

Between TCPL Offer 3.49 3.81 2.99 288 0.2 
Announcement Date and 
the Latest Practicable Date

As at Latest Practicable Date 3.62 3.80 3.40 1,114 0.9

From 8 January 2007 to the 3.43 4.34 2.49 467 0.4
Latest Practicable Date

Notes:

(1) The average daily trading volume of the UE Shares is calculated based on the total volume of shares traded during
the period divided by the number of Market Days during that period.

(2) Free float is estimated to be approximately 124.1 million UE Shares or approximately 57.0% of the issued share
capital of UE as disclosed in UE’s latest annual report.

We note the following:

(i) Since 8 January 2007 up to the Latest Practicable Date, the UE Shares have traded
between a low of S$2.49 and a high of S$4.34 with a VWAP of S$3.43.

(ii) Since 8 January 2007 up to the Latest Practicable Date, the UE Shares were traded on 267
Market Days or 100.0% of the total Market Days with an average daily trading volume of
approximately 467,000 Shares representing approximately 0.4% of UE’s free float.

(iii) On the Latest Practicable Date which is also the Market Day immediately following the
Revised TCPL Offer Announcement Date,  the UE Shares have traded between a low of
S$3.40 and a high of S$3.80 with a VWAP of S$3.62. The trading volume on the Latest
Practicable Date was significantly higher at approximately 1,114,000 Shares compared to
the average daily trading volume of 467,000 Shares during the period from 8 January 2007
to the Latest Practicable Date.
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Based on the highest and lowest market prices of the UE Shares during the period from 8 January
2007 up to the Latest Practicable Date, the valuation of the Company’s investment in UE will range
from approximately S$66.3 million to S$115.5 million.

The past trading performance of the UE Shares should not, in any way, be relied upon as a
promise or indication of its future trading performance.

(ii) Market value of investment in WBL

As at the Latest Practicable Date, the Group holds 22,389,120 shares in WBL (“WBL Shares”)
representing approximately 10.6 per cent. of WBL’s issued share capital.

The trend of the daily last transacted prices of the WBL Shares from 8 January 2007 (being one
year prior to the TCPL Offer Announcement Date) to the Latest Practicable Date is set out below.

Source: Bloomberg

Notes:-

(1) In March 2006, WBL’s subsidiary listed on Nasdaq, Multi-Fineline Electronix Inc., (“M-Flex”), announced its intention
to acquire MFS Technology Ltd. (“MFS”), another of WBL’s subsidiaries which is listed on the Main Board of the SGX-
ST through a voluntary general offer (“GO”), subject to the fulfillment of certain conditions by 31 December 2006. In
relation thereto, WBL provided an irrevocable undertaking to both M-Flex and MFS to vote in favor of the proposed
acquisition at M-Flex’s stockholders meeting (“Undertaking”).

In August 2006, M-Flex announced that its independent special committee of its board of directors had withdrawn its
recommendation for the GO as it had determined that the terms of the GO were contrary to the best interests of M-
Flex and its stockholders. The committee also recommended that M-Flex stockholders vote against the GO. M-Flex
also made an application to the SIC to withdraw the GO.

In October 2006, M-Flex announced that it had filed a complaint in the United States District Court for the Central
District of California alleging inter alia that certain filings of certain fund managers and hedge funds were false and
misleading and failed to adequately inform M-Flex stockholders as to the true nature of their positions and intentions
with respect to M-Flex and failed to disclose their substantial holdings in MFS securities. The aforementioned
complaint was subsequently amended in November 2006. Further, M-Flex also filed a lawsuit in October 2006, in the
Delaware Chancery Court seeking to direct WBL to vote its M-Flex shares against the GO and its complaint alleged
that compliance by WBL with the Undertaking would result in WBL breaching its fiduciary duties and obligations to M-
Flex’s minority stockholders.
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In December 2006, SIC denied M-Flex’s application to withdraw the GO and ruled that M-Flex should extend the
deadline for the fulfillment of the pre-conditions to the GO to 31 March 2007.

On 3 January 2007, WBL announced that the Undertaking had expired as at 31 December 2006.

On 6 January 2007, M-Flex announced that its independent special committee of its board of directors had agreed
that M-Flex would extend the deadline for the fulfillment of the pre-conditions to the GO to 31 March 2007. WBL
announced that the Undertaking will not be extended.

On 22 January 2007, M-Flex announced that Stark Master Fund and M-Flex had voluntarily agreed to dismiss without
prejudice the litigation by Stark Master Fund against M-Flex in the Delaware Chancery Court and that such dismissal
did not affect the pending action brought by M-Flex against WBL which was proceeding.

(2) On 5 February 2007, WBL announced that, pursuant to an application made by WBL, the Court of Chancery of the
State of Delaware had ordered on 2 February 2007 that M-Flex’s suit against WBL in connection with the GO be
dismissed.

(3) On 14 February 2007, WBL released its unaudited results for the 3 months ended 31 December 2006 and reported
that net profit attributable to the equity holders of WBL decreased by approximately 71.2% to S$7.4 million as
compared to the corresponding period in FY2006.

(4) On 16 March 2007, WBL announced that having considered inter alia various key factors including the strategic,
operational and financial synergies which are anticipated to arise from making MFS a subsidiary of M-Flex, it would
continue to be in the interests of WBL to continue to proceed with the disposal of its holdings in MFS for M-Flex
common stock when the GO is made by M-Flex.

(5) On 31 March 2007, M-Flex announced that the independent special committee of its board of directors had agreed, at
the discretion of the SIC, to extend the deadline for fulfillment of the pre-conditions to the GO from 31 March 2007 to
30 June 2007.

(6) On 12 April 2007, WBL announced the disposal of its entire 43% interest in the registered capital of WBL Peking
University Biotech Co. Ltd for a cash consideration of approximately S$19.9 million.

(7) On 20 April 2007, WBL announced the acquisition of the remaining 51% interest in the capital of Summer Palace
Management Co Ltd not held by WBL for a cash consideration of approximately S$11.8 million.

(8) On 7 May 2007, WBL announced the disposal of its entire interest in the issued share capital of Wearnes Biotech &
Medicals (1998) Pte Ltd for a consideration of approximately S$2.1 million.

(9) On 12 May 2007, WBL released its unaudited results for the 6 months ended 31 March 2007 and reported that net
profit attributable to the equity holders of WBL decreased by approximately 77.5% to S$9.1 million as compared to
the corresponding period in FY2006.

(10) On 20 June 2007, WBL announced that it had entered into a 40-60 joint venture with GIC Real Estate Pte Ltd to
undertake the development of a prime retail mall, commercial and residential project in Shenyang, the capital of
Liaoning Province, China.

(11) On 26 June 2007, WBL announced that the proposed disposal of its interest in MFS to M-Flex Pursuant to the GO
was not approved by its shareholders at the extraordinary general meeting. On 27 June 2007, M-Flex announced that
its special committee of independent directors intend to withdraw M-Flex’s amended Registration Statement on Form
S-4 regarding the GO.

(12) On 17 July 2007, WBL announced that the Group would be reporting a loss for the third quarter ended 30 June 2007.

(13) On 8 August 2007, WBL announced the disposal of its entire 51% interest in Wuhan Speedling Co Ltd for a cash
consideration of RMB3.0 million and the disposal of its entire 50% interest in Tongcheng Medicinal Plants
Development Co., Ltd for a cash consideration of RMB0.6 million.

(14) On 14 August 2007, WBL released its unaudited results for the 9 months ended 30 June 2007 and reported a net
loss attributable to the equity holders of WBL of S$18.2 million compared to a profit of S$49.2 million in the
corresponding period in FY2006.

(15) On 27 August 2007, WBL announced the proposed sale and lease back arrangement in respect of its property known
as 163 Hoi Bun Road, Kwun Tong, Kowloon, Hong Kong for a cash consideration of HK$202 million.

(16) On 5 October 2007, WBL announced that its Thai precision manufacturing subsidiary, Wearnes Precision (Thailand)
Limited, in which the group has a 98% effective interest, has today filed a petition for business reorganisation with the
Central Bankruptcy Court in Thailand. In addition to the impairment charge of S$26.6 million, the discontinuation of
this Thai unit would result in retrenchment costs of approximately S$2.1 million which would have a further impact on
the Group’s results for FY2007.

40

LETTER FROM CIMB-GK TO THE INDEPENDENT DIRECTORS OF 
THE STRAITS TRADING COMPANY LIMITED



(17) On 9 November 2007, WBL announced that the WBL group will be reporting a loss for its FY2007 full year results.

(18) On 22 November 2007, WBL released its unaudited results for FY2007 and reported a net loss attributable to the
equity holders of WBL of S$20.2 million compared to a profit of S$58.9 million in FY2006.

(19) On 24 January 2008, WBL presented at its annual general meeting, a summary of the WBL group’s real estate
holdings.

Average Daily trading
daily volume as a

Highest Lowest trading percentage of
VWAP price price volume (1) free float (2)

(S$) (S$) (S$) (’000) (%)

Periods prior to TCPL
Offer Announcement Date

Last 1 year 4.47 5.20 3.64 100 0.1
Last 6 months 4.29 5.10 3.64 79 0.1
Last 3 months 3.99 4.20 3.64 77 0.1
Last 1 month 4.07 4.20 3.97 48 0.1

Last transacted price prior  to 4.00 4.00 4.00 5 <0.1
the TCPL Offer Announcement

Last transacted price prior  to  3.90 3.90 3.70 11 <0.1
the KTIPL Offer Announcement

After TCPL Offer
Announcement Date

Between TCPL Offer 4.06 4.22 3.67 70 0.1 
Announcement Date and the 
Latest Practicable Date

As at Latest Practicable Date 4.16 4.22 4.14 738 0.8

From 8 January 2007 to the 4.45 5.20 3.64 98 0.1
Latest Practicable Date

Notes:

(1) The average daily trading volume of the WBL Shares is calculated based on the total volume of shares traded during
the period divided by the number of Market Days during that period.

(2) Free float is estimated to be approximately 88.8 million WBL Shares or approximately 42.3% of the issued share
capital of WBL as disclosed in WBL’s latest annual report.

We note the following:

(i) Since 8 January 2007 up to the Latest Practicable Date, the WBL Shares have traded
between a low of S$3.64 and a high of S$5.20 with a VWAP of S$4.45.

(ii) Since 8 January 2007 up to the Latest Practicable Date, the WBL Shares were traded on
255 Market Days or 95.5% of the total Market Days with an average daily trading volume of
approximately 98,000 Shares representing approximately 0.1% of WBL’s free float.

(iii) On the Latest Practicable Date which is also the Market Day immediately following the
Revised TCPL Offer Announcement Date,  the WBL Shares have traded between a low of
S$4.14 and a high of S$4.22 with a VWAP of S$4.16. The trading volume on the Latest
Practicable Date was significantly higher at approximately 738,000 Shares compared to the
average daily trading volume of 98,000 Shares during the period from 8 January 2007 to the
Latest Practicable Date.
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Based on the highest and lowest market prices of the WBL Shares during the period from 8
January 2007 up to the Latest Practicable Date, the valuation of the Company’s investment in WBL
will range from approximately S$81.5 million to S$116.4 million. We note however that trading in
the WBL Shares has historically been rather illiquid. Accordingly, the aforementioned valuation of
WBL may not reasonably reflect its fair value.

The past trading performance of the WBL Shares should not, in any way, be relied upon as a
promise or indication of its future trading performance.

(iii) Market value of remaining investment portfolio

We set out below a geographical and industry breakdown of the Group’s remaining investment
portfolio and their respective market values as at 31 December 2007.

Market Value Breakdown of the Group’s Remaining Investment Portfolio 
by Industry and Country as at 31 December 2007

(S$’million)

Industry / Country Malaysia Singapore Others Sub-Total 

Finance 4.1 51.3 3.4 58.8
Commerce – 0.9 – 0.9
Consumer products 7.5 – – 7.5
Industrial and commercial – – 19.0 19.0
Industrial products 4.2 – – 4.2
Manufacturing – 17.8 – 17.8
Multi-industry – 3.5 – 3.5
Mining and resources 0.1 – 38.8 38.9
Plantation 16.9 0.1 - 17.0
Properties and hotel 0.9 28.9 2.1 31.9
Trading 134.4 1.5 – 135.9
Transport 1.9 – – 1.9
Others – 1.1 – 1.1

TOTAL 170.0 105.1 63.3 338.4

Based on information provided by the Company, the aggregate market value of the Group’s
remaining investment portfolio (excluding its investments in UE and WBL) amounted to
approximately S$338.4 million as at 31 December 2007 and approximately S$316.6 million as at
the Latest Practicable Date.

We wish to highlight that the composition of the Group’s investment portfolio may change from time
to time and the market prices of the securities held by the Group are and will continue to be
affected to varying extent by changes in, inter alia, market, economic, political, industry, monetary
and other general macroeconomic conditions as well as company-specific factors. Therefore, the
historical market values of the Group’s investment holdings, as set out above, should not in any
way be relied upon as a promise or indication of its future market values.

(iv) Outlook of securities trading and investment holding business

We note that STC had, in the announcement of its results for 3Q2007, stated the following in
respect of the financial investments segment:

“Activities from the trading securities are expected to remain low and dividend income from
investments is likely to be lower for 2007 due to the smaller investment portfolio. The Group is
expected to report a substantial exceptional gain in Q4 2007 arising from the mergers of Sime
Darby Berhad and Golden Hope Plantations Bhd in which the Group has investments in.”
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6.2 Book NTA and Revalued NTA of the Group

Given the asset intensive nature of the Group’s business, we have considered both the book NTA
and Revalued NTA of the Group in assessing the Revised TCPL Offer Price and the KTIPL Offer
Price. Based on the Company’s unaudited consolidated financial statements for 3Q2007, the Group
also has significant cash at bank and on deposit amounting to approximately S$346.5 million as at
30 September 2007. In assessing the Revised TCPL Offer Price and the KTIPL Offer Price, we
have therefore also considered both the book NTA and Revalued NTA of the Group on an ex-cash
basis.

6.2.1 Book NTA and ex-cash book NTA

Based on the Company’s unaudited consolidated financial statements for 3Q2007, the unaudited
book NTA of the Group as at 30 September 2007 (as computed by the Company’s management)
was approximately S$1,663.3 million or approximately S$5.10 per Share. The Revised TCPL Offer
Price is at a premium of approximately 27.5% and the KTIPL Offer Price is at a premium of
approximately 12.9% over the book NTA per Share as at 30 September 2007.

On an ex-cash basis, the unaudited book NTA of the Group as at 30 September 2007 was
approximately S$1,316.8 million or approximately S$4.04 per Share. The ex-cash Revised TCPL
Offer Price of approximately S$5.44 is at a premium of approximately 34.7%, and the ex-cash
KTIPL Offer Price of approximately S$4.70 is at a premium of approximately 16.3% over the ex-
cash book NTA per Share as at 30 September 2007.

6.2.2 Revalued NTA and ex-cash Revalued NTA

To obtain an estimate of the Revalued NTA of the Group, we have relied upon the Company’s
unaudited consolidated financial statements as at 30 September 2007 as a base and made the
appropriate adjustments (based on information provided by the Company) to take into account the
following:

(i) Fair value changes of the Group’s investment portfolio from 30 September 2007 to the Latest
Practicable Date

The Group’s investment portfolio (comprising both long-term investments and short-term
marketable securities) amounted to approximately S$475.8 million as at 30 September 2007
and has increased to approximately S$526.4 million and S$504.0 million as at 31 December
2007 and the Latest Practicable Date respectively mainly due to net purchases of securities.

We have made adjustment for the fair value changes in the Group’s investment portfolio
since 30 September 2007 based on information provided by the Company.

(ii) Net gain on disposal of properties

The Group has sold two residential units at Gallop Gables and two small plots of land in
Malaysia in the last quarter of 2007. We have accordingly made adjustment for the net gain
recorded arising from such sales.

(iii) Revaluation of certain properties owned by the Group (the “Revalued Properties”) to their
open market values as at 31 December 2007  

The Directors have commissioned the Valuers to conduct independent valuations of the
Revalued Properties and their valuation certificates are set out in Appendix 8 to the Circular.

The valuation of the Revalued Properties is carried out on an open market value basis and is
according to the current intended uses of the Revalued Properties as advised by the
Company’s management. The Group’s property known as Straits Trading Building in
Singapore has been valued taking into account its development potential on the basis that
the development has been completed according to the Group’s plans as at 31 December
2007 and after factoring in the relevant estimated development costs. With regard to the
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Rendezvous Observation City Hotel in Perth, Australia, we understand from the Company
that while the Group has submitted plans for the conversion of the existing hotel tower to 112
residential apartments and for the construction of a new 8-level, 140-room hotel, such plans
are not finalised and are subject to further changes. Whilst the Valuers have had regard to
the underlying property considerations such as zoning and potential alternate use issues, its
valuation has been carried out on a “going-concern” basis assuming vacant possession of
hotel management, as advised by the Company’s management, and not in accordance with
the proposed re-development plan which may have a value that differs from the value
reported by the Valuers. The remaining Revalued Properties are valued based on their
existing uses.

Save as stated below, the other assets of the Group have not been revalued for the purpose
of determining the Revalued NTA of the Group. The Directors have confirmed to us that to
the best of their knowledge and belief, that there are no material differences between the
realisable value of these other assets and their respective book values as at 30 September
2007 which would have a material impact on the Revalued NTA of the Group. The Directors
have confirmed to us that there have been no material acquisitions and disposals of assets
by the Group, its joint venture companies and its associated companies since 30 September
2007 up to the Latest Practicable Date. Further, the Directors have also confirmed to us that
to the best of their knowledge and belief, other than that already provided for or disclosed in
the Company’s unaudited consolidated financial statements for 3Q2007 (refer to Section 7.3
of this letter), there are no other contingent liabilities which are likely to have a material
impact on the NTA of the Group as at the Latest Practicable Date.

We set out below the open market values of the Revalued Properties and the net revaluation
surplus after potential tax liabilities arising from the revaluation of the Revalued Properties(1).

Net revaluation surplus
after potential tax 

Description (1) Open market value liabilities (2)

(S$’ million) (S$’ million)

Investment Properties

Straits Trading Building, 391.3 (3) 131.0
9 Battery Road, 
Singapore 049910
(Undergoing re-development)

No. 9 Bras Basah Road, 16.0 1.8
Singapore
(retail arcade)

Gallop Gables, 152.0 29.5
70/72 and 80 Farrer Road, 
Singapore 268850/51/56
(38 apartment units and 1 shop unit)

Gallop Green, 250.0 50.0
13, 15, 17 and 19 Woollerton Park, 
Singapore 25734/5/6/7

6A/6B/8/8A Cable Road, 72.4 21.1
Singapore
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Net revaluation surplus
after potential tax 

Description (1) Open market value liabilities (2)

(S$’ million) (S$’ million)

Straits Trading Building, KL, 18.3 0.9
No. 2 Lebuh Pasar Besar, 
50050 Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia
(7-storey commercial building)

No. 63 Jalan Raja Dr Nazrin Shah, 2.7 0.4
(previously known as Jalan Gopeng)
30250 Ipoh, Perak,
Malaysia

Lot Nos 197 and 199, Section 4, 2.3 0.3
Town of Butterworth,
Seberang Perai Utara,
Pulau Pinang
Malaysia

Lot Nos 2569 and 2626, Section 4, 2.0 0.1
Town of Butterworth,
Seberang Perai Utara,
Pulau Pinang
Malaysia

Lot Nos 189, 190, 270 and 2499, Section 4, 8.0 1.0
Town of Butterworth,
Seberang Perai Utara,
Pulau Pinang
Malaysia

Lot Nos 195, 2502 and 2570, Section 4, 13.3 0.6
Town of Butterworth,
Seberang Perai Utara,
Pulau Pinang
Malaysia

Lot Nos 4819 to 4826, Jalan Pantai, 1.5 <0.1
Taman Selat, 
1200 Butterworth,
Malaysia

No. 38 Persiaran Persekutuan, 2.0 0.3
Sri Bukit Persekutuan,
50480 Kuala Lumpur,

Properties Held for Sale

17 apartment units at 45.5 28.6
Gallop Gables, 
74/76/78/80/82 Farrer Road, 
Singapore 268852/3/4/5/6

4 units of 3-storey shop houses and 2.2 1.5
5 units of 4-storey shop houses at
Jalan Selat
Teman Selat
Butterworth
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Net revaluation surplus
after potential tax 

Description (1) Open market value liabilities (2)

(S$’ million) (S$’ million)

Hotels

Hotel Rendezvous, Singapore, 165.4 61.0
9 Bras Basah Road,
Singapore 189559

Rendezvous Observation City Hotel, Perth, 105.1 55.5
183 West Coast Highway, 
Scarborough, Perth, 
Western Australia

Properties Under Development

6 plots of land 79.8 77.4
Cable Road/Nathan Road,
Singapore

Total 461.1

Notes:

(1) We have excluded in the table above certain properties in Malaysia which were also revalued by the Group
but did not result in any material net revaluation surplus. Please refer to Appendix 8 of this Circular.

(2) The potential tax effects arising from the hypothetical sale of the Revalued Properties are computed by the
management of the Company in consultation with its respective tax advisers in the different tax jurisdictions.
For the purpose of the computation, the fair market values (as determined by the Valuers) are taken to be the
hypothetical sales proceeds arising from the disposal of the Revalued Properties.

(3) The open market value of Straits Trading Building at 9 Battery Road, Singapore, is derived based on the
gross development value on completion (as appraised by the Valuers) of S$439.0 million less the relevant
development costs as estimated by the Company’s management amounting to approximately S$47.7 million.
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We set out below the computation of the Group’s Revalued NTA as at 30 September 2007.

S$’ million S$’ million 

Unaudited book NTA as at 30 September 2007 1,663.3

Gross revaluation surplus on Revalued Properties 479.0

Less: Potential tax liabilities (17.9)

Net revaluation surplus 461.1

Less: Net decrease of fair value in the Group’s (1.8)
investment portfolio (1)

Add: Net gain on disposal of properties 2.4

Net adjustments 461.7

Revalued NTA as at 30 September 2007 2,125.0

Revalued NTA per Share as at 30 September 2007 S$6.52

Discount of Revised TCPL Offer Price to Revalued (0.3)%
NTA per Share as at 30 September 2007

Discount of KTIPL Offer Price to Revalued NTA 
per Share as at 30 September 2007 (11.7)%

Note:

(1) In computing the net impact on book NTA arising from the fair value changes in the Group’s investment
portfolio from 30 September 2007 up to the Latest Practicable Date, the Company’s management has taken
into account the effects of the Group’s investments in Sime Darby Berhad and Golden Hope Plantations Bhd.

The Revised TCPL Offer Price is at a discount of approximately 0.3 per cent. while the
KTIPL Offer Price is at a discount of approximately 11.7 per cent. to the Revalued NTA per
Share of S$6.52 as at 30 September 2007.

On an ex-cash basis, the Revalued NTA of the Group as at 30 September 2007 would be
approximately S$1,778.5 million or approximately S$5.46 per Share. The ex-cash Revised
TCPL Offer Price of approximately S$5.44 is at a discount of approximately 0.4 per cent.
while the ex-cash KTIPL Offer Price of approximately S$4.70 is at a discount of
approximately 13.9 per cent. to the ex-cash Revalued NTA per Share as at 30 September
2007.

Shareholders should note that the above analysis assumes the hypothetical sale of the
assets (including the Revalued Properties) of the Group as at the Latest Practicable Date.
The Directors have confirmed to us that as at the Latest Practicable Date, save for those
properties held for sale, the Group has not entered into any negotiation with any party in
respect of any impending material disposal and/or conversion of the use of the Group’s
assets and/or any material change in the nature of the Group’s businesses.

In addition, we wish to highlight that the Revalued NTA per Share shown above includes the
revaluation surpluses on properties and changes in value arising from the Group’s
investment portfolio. Shareholders should be aware that the Group has not fully earned or
realised the surpluses on such properties nor materialised the value of its investment
portfolio as at the Latest Practicable Date. There is no assurance that any surpluses or
returns eventually recorded by the Group on its properties and investment portfolio will be
the same as that appraised by the Valuers or indicated in the table above.
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6.3 Market Quotation and Trading Activity of the Shares

6.3.1 Historical Share Price Performance

The trend of the daily last transacted prices of the Shares from 7 January 2005 (being three years
prior to the TCPL Offer Announcement Date) to the Latest Practicable Date is set out below.

Source: Bloomberg

Notes:-

(1) On 17 February 2005, the Company announced that it had served notice of the MSC Take-over as a result of its
acquisition of the MSC Shares.

(2) On 25 February 2005, the Company released its unaudited results for FY2004 and reported that net earnings
increased by approximately 33.7% to S$55.3 million as compared to the corresponding period in FY2003.

(3) On 10 March 2005, the Company announced that the offer price in the MSC Take-over was adjusted  for net dividend
from MYR6.30 to MYR6.12 per offer share.

(4) On 17 March 2005, the Company announced that the MSC Take-over had become unconditional.

(5) On 14 April 2005, the Company announced that the MSC Take-over had closed and the Group’s resultant
shareholding in MSC was 63.16%. As a result of the MSC Take-over, trading in the MSC Shares would be suspended
from 31 May 2005.

(6) On 27 April 2005, the Company released its unaudited results for the 3 months ended 31 March 2005 and reported
that net earnings decreased by approximately 16.7% to S$15.5 million as compared to the corresponding period in
FY2004.

(7) On 8 June 2005, the Company announced that as a result of the merger of the asset management operations of
OCBC Asset Management Limited and Straits Lion Asset Management (“SLAM”), STC’s interest in SLAM would be
15.1%.

(8) On 5 August 2005, the Company released its unaudited results for the 6 months ended 30 June 2005 and reported
that net earnings decreased by approximately 4.7% to S$55.1 million as compared to the corresponding period in
FY2004.

(9) On 10 August 2005, the Company announced the sale of its entire stake of 15.1% in the capital of SLAM to OCBC
Bank and Great Eastern Holdings Limited for a consideration of S$43.1 million.

(10) On 29 September 2005, the Company announced the sale-and-lease-back of 18, 20, 22 Cross Street, Singapore. The
sale price of the said property was S$390 million.
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(11) On 11 November 2005, the Company released its unaudited results for the 9 months ended 30 September 2005 and
reported that net earnings decreased by approximately 36.2% to S$45.9 million as compared to the corresponding
period in FY2004.

(12) On 30 December 2005, the Company announced the Selective Capital Reduction (as defined hereinafter).

(13) On 12 January 2006, the Company announced the sale of its entire holding in the issued share capital of Killinghall
(Malaysia) Berhad.

(14) On 23 February 2006, the Company released its unaudited results for FY2005 and reported that net earnings
increased by approximately 26.5% to S$70.0 million as compared to the corresponding period in FY2005.

(15) On 20 March 2006, the Company announced that its wholly-owned subsidiary, Merevale Holdings Private Limited had
sold its 51% interest in the issued share capital of Straits Eastern Square Private Limited, a subsidiary of The Great
Eastern Life Assurance Company Limited, for a cash consideration of S$4.36 million.

(16) On 9 May 2006, the Company released its unaudited results for the 3 months ended 31 March 2006 and reported
that net earnings increased by approximately 176.2% to S$42.9 million as compared to the corresponding period in
FY2005.

(17 On 8 August 2006, the Company released its unaudited results for the 6 months ended 30 June 2006 and reported
that net earnings increased by approximately 20.9% to S$64.4 million as compared to the corresponding period in
FY2005.

(18) On 29 August 2006, the Company announced that the Group had purchased an additional 30.0% interest in MSC,
increasing its interest from 63.31% to 93.31%.

(19) On 21 September 2006, the Company announced that the Group had entered into an agreement with MSC to
implement several corporate proposals to restore public float.

(20) On 1 November 2006, the Company announced that the Group had successfully placed out MSC Shares to restore
public float and accordingly, the corporate proposals announced on 21 September 2006 had been aborted. STC’s
resultant shareholding was 73.01%.

(21) On 7 November 2006, the Company announced that MSC would be re-quoted on Bursa Malaysia on 8 November
2006.

(22) On 10 November 2006, the Company released its unaudited results for the 9 months ended 30 September 2006 and
reported that net earnings increased by approximately 120.2% to S$95.4 million as compared to the corresponding
period in FY2005.

(23) On 22 February 2007, the Company released its unaudited results for FY2006 and reported that net earnings
increased by approximately 177.2% to S$194.0 million as compared to the corresponding period in FY2005.

(24) On 10 May 2007, the Company released its unaudited results for the 3 months ended 31 March 2007 and reported
that net earnings increased by approximately 29.1% to S$55.4 million as compared to the corresponding period in
FY2006. On the same date, the Company also announced that its direct and deemed interest in MSC had been
increased to 73.16%.

(25) On 14 August 2007, the Company released its unaudited results for the 6 months ended 30 June 2007 and reported
that net earnings increased by approximately 351.7% to S$290.8 million as compared to the corresponding period in
FY2006.

(26) On 9 November 2007, the Company released its unaudited results for the 9 months ended 30 September 2007 and
reported that net earnings increased by approximately 214.9% to S$300.6 million as compared to the corresponding
period in FY2006.

(27) On 6 January 2008, the TCPL Offer was announced.

(28) On 10 January 2008, the Company announced that it is in advanced negotiation with OCBC Bank in respect of the
development, construction and completion of a hotel cum retail complex at OCBC Bank’s existing Specialists’ Centre
and Hotel Phoenix sites.

(29) On 24 January 2008, the KTIPL Offer was announced.

(30) On 28 January 2008, the Revised TCPL Offer was announced.
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The VWAP and trading volume of the Shares from 7 January 2005 to the Latest Practicable Date
are set out below.

Premium/ Daily 

(Discount) Premium/ trading

of Revised (Discount) Average volume as a 

TCPL Offer of KTIPL daily percentage

Price over Offer Price Highest Lowest trading of

VWAP VWAP over VWAP price price volume (1) free float (2)

(S$) (%) (%) (S$) (S$) (‘000) (%)

Periods prior to TCPL

Offer Announcement

Date

Last 3 years 3.39 91.5 69.7 5.30 2.22 256 0.2
Last 2 years 3.96 64.2 45.5 5.30 2.58 234 0.2
Last 1 year 4.45 46.1 29.4 5.30 3.42 299 0.2
Last 6 months 4.72 37.8 22.1 5.30 4.02 239 0.2
Last 3 months 4.96 30.9 16.0 5.30 4.52 224 0.2
Last 1 month 5.14 26.5 12.1 5.30 4.90 449 0.3

Last transacted price 4.96 31.0 16.1 4.97 4.92 811 0.6 
prior  to the TCPL 
Offer Announcement

Last transacted price 5.71 13.8 0.9 5.72 5.70 279 0.2
prior  to the KTIPL 
Offer Announcement

Last transacted price 5.89 10.4 (2.2) 6.11 5.80 166 0.1
prior to the Revised 
TCPL Offer 
Announcement

After TCPL Offer

Announcement Date

Between TCPL Offer 5.81 11.8 (0.9) 6.82 5.62 575 0.4
Announcement Date 
and the Latest 
Practicable Date

As at Latest 6.75 (3.6) (14.6) 6.82 6.70 664 0.5 
Practicable Date

Source: Bloomberg

Notes:

(1) The average daily trading volume of the Shares is calculated based on the total volume of shares traded during the
period divided by the number of Market Days during that period.

(2) Free float refers to those Shares in which TCPL, KTIPL and their respective concert parties, the Directors and the
substantial shareholders of the Company have no interests as at the Latest Practicable Date, and amounts to
approximately 139.8 million Shares or approximately 42.9% of the issued share capital of STC as at the Latest
Practicable Date.

50

LETTER FROM CIMB-GK TO THE INDEPENDENT DIRECTORS OF 
THE STRAITS TRADING COMPANY LIMITED



We note the following:

(i) Over the last three years prior to the TCPL Offer Announcement Date, the market price of
the Shares has trended upwards and has traded at between a low of S$2.22 and a high of
S$5.30, with an average daily trading volume of 256,000 Shares. As the market price of the
Shares did not trade at or above the Revised TCPL Offer Price and the KTIPL Offer Price
during this 3-year period, the Revised TCPL Offer Price and the KTIPL Offer Price are at a
premium to the VWAP of the Shares for all the historical periods within this time span.

(ii) Over a longer historical period, the Revised TCPL Offer Price represents a significant
premium of 91.5 per cent., 64.2 per cent. and 46.1 per cent. over the corresponding VWAP
of the Shares over the 3-year period, 2-year period and 1-year period prior to the TCPL Offer
Announcement Date, respectively, while the KTIPL Offer Price represents a significant
premium of 69.7 per cent., 45.5 per cent. and 29.4 per cent. over the corresponding VWAP
of the Shares over the 3-year period, 2-year period and 1-year period prior to the TCPL Offer
Announcement Date, respectively.

(iii) Over a more recent historical period, the Revised TCPL Offer Price represents a premium of
37.8 per cent., 30.9 per cent. and 26.5 per cent. over the corresponding VWAP over the 
6-month period, 3-month period and 1-month period prior to the TCPL Offer Announcement
Date, respectively, while the KTIPL Offer Price represents a premium of 22.1 per cent., 16.0
per cent. and 12.1 per cent. over the corresponding VWAP over the 6-month period, 3-month
period and 1-month period prior to the TCPL Offer Announcement Date, respectively.

(iv) During the 3-month period prior to the TCPL Offer Announcement Date, based on publicly
available information, the Tecity Group had acquired 4,106,000 Shares in aggregate at an
average price of between S$4.59140 and S$5.09733 each and these accounted for
approximately 30.10% of the total trading volume of the Shares over that period. KTIPL and
its concert parties did not acquire any Shares over the same period.

(v) From the TCPL Offer Announcement Date to the Latest Practicable Date, the market price of
the Shares has traded at between a low of S$5.62 to a high of S$6.82, with an average daily
trading volume of 575,000 Shares.

(vi) From the TCPL Offer Announcement Date to the Latest Practicable Date, based on publicly
available information, TCPL and/or its concert parties had acquired 3,701,734 Shares in
aggregate at a price of between S$5.65 to S$5.70 each and these accounted for
approximately 37.9% of the total trading volume of the Shares over that period. Over the
same period, based on publicly available information, KTIPL and/or its concert parties had
acquired 3,372,000 Shares in aggregate at a price of between S$5.66 to S$5.75 each and
these accounted for approximately 34.5% of the total trading volume of the Shares over that
period.

(vii) As at the Latest Practicable Date, the last traded market price of the Shares is above the
Revised TCPL Offer Price and the KTIPL Offer Price. The Revised TCPL Offer Price is at a
discount of approximately 3.7 per cent. and the KTIPL Offer Price is at a discount of
approximately 14.7 per cent. to the last transacted price of the Shares of S$6.75 on the
Latest Practicable Date.

(viii) During the 1-year period prior to the TCPL Offer Announcement Date, the Shares were
traded on 123 Market Days or 98.4% of the total Market Days with an average daily trading
volume of approximately 299,000 Shares representing approximately 0.2% of the free float.

The past trading performance of the Shares should not, in any way, be relied upon as a promise or
indication of its future trading performance.
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6.3.2 Relative Share Price Performance vis-à-vis Performance of Market Indices

To gauge the market price performance of the Shares relative to the general performance of the
Singapore equity market, we have compared the normalised market price movement of the Shares
against that of the Straits Times Index (“STI”) for the period between 7 January 2005 (being three
years prior to the TCPL Offer Announcement Date) and the Latest Practicable Date, as illustrated
below.

Source: Bloomberg

Based on the above chart, on a normalised basis, it appears that the market price of the Shares
generally moves in line with the STI and has consistently outperformed the STI during the period
commencing three years prior to the TCPL Offer Announcement Date and ending on the Latest
Practicable Date. In the recent period running up to the TCPL Offer Announcement Date from mid-
October 2007, it appears that the market price movement of the Shares and the STI has diverged.

The movements in the closing prices of the Shares and the STI between the Market Day
immediately prior to the TCPL Offer Announcement and immediately prior to the KTIPL Offer
Announcement, and the Latest Practicable Date are as follows:

Percentage Percentage

change change

between between KTIPL

Market Day Market Day TCPL Offer Offer

immediately immediately Announcement Announcement

prior to the prior to the Date and Date and

TCPL Offer KTIPL Offer Latest Latest Latest

Announcement Announcement Practicable Date Practicable Date Practicable Date

(%) (%)

STC (S$) 4.96 5.71 6.75 36.1 18.2
STI 3,416.48 3,050.09 3,049.9 (10.7) <0.1

Source: Bloomberg

Normalised Market Price Movements of the Shares Against STI
(From 7 January 2005 to the Latest Practicable Date)
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The market price of the Shares experienced an immediate upward spike upon the release of the
TCPL Offer Announcement, and another upward spike upon the release of the KTIPL Offer
Announcement and upon the release of the Revised TCPL Offer Announcement.

The market price of the Shares has increased by approximately 36.1 per cent. from the Market Day
prior to the TCPL Offer Announcement to the Latest Practicable Date. Over the same period, the
STI has declined by approximately 10.7 per cent.. The market price of the Shares has increased by
approximately 18.2 per cent. from the Market Day prior to the KTIPL Offer Announcement to the
Latest Practicable Date. Over the same period, the STI has remained at around 3,050 points.

We note that the average daily trading volume of the Shares since the TCPL Offer Announcement
is substantially higher compared to the average daily trading volume in the 12-month period prior to
the TCPL Offer Announcement Date.

During the 3-month period prior to the TCPL Offer Announcement Date, the Tecity Group had
acquired 4,106,000 Shares in aggregate at an average price of between S$4.59140 and
S$5.09733 each and these accounted for approximately 30.10% of the total trading volume of the
Shares over that period.

From the TCPL Offer Announcement Date to the Latest Practicable Date, TCPL and/or its concert
parties had acquired 3,701,734 Shares in aggregate at a price of between S$5.65 to S$5.70 each
and these accounted for approximately 37.9% of the total trading volume of the Shares over that
period. Over the same period, based on publicly available information, KTIPL and/or its concert
parties had acquired 3,372,000 Shares in aggregate at a price of between S$5.66 to S$5.75 each
and these accounted for approximately 34.5% of the total trading volume of the Shares over that
period.

Based on the above observations, it appears highly likely that the Offers and purchases by TCPL
and KTIPL and their respective concert parties have been supporting the market price of the
Shares since the TCPL Offer Announcement. As such, there is no assurance that the market
prices and the trading volumes of the Shares will be maintained at the level prevailing as at the
Latest Practicable Date after the closing dates of the Offers.

6.4 Premium Paid in Other Take-Overs of Companies Listed on the SGX-ST

Each of TCPL and KTIPL has stated that it is their present intention to maintain the listing status of
the Company on the SGX-ST. However, in the event that trading in the Shares is suspended or in
the event that they are entitled to exercise the right of compulsory acquisition pursuant to Section
215(1) of the Act, TCPL and KTIPL will reassess their position in respect of their shareholdings in
the Company.

In assessing whether the Revised TCPL Offer Price and the KTIPL Offer Price are reasonable
given the abovementioned intentions, we have compared the financial terms of the Offers with
those of successful completed take-overs of companies listed on the SGX-ST announced in the
last 12 months prior to the TCPL Offer Announcement Date where the offeror succeeded in
securing statutory control and/or privatising or de-listing of the target listed company (“Take-over
Transactions”).

We wish to highlight that the list of target companies involved in the Take-over Transactions set out
in the analysis below are not directly comparable with the Company in terms of size of operations,
market capitalisation, business activities, asset base, geographical spread, track record, accounting
policy, financial performance, operating and financial leverage, future prospects and other relevant
criteria. The analysis below is based on data compiled from publicly available sources and serves
as a guide as to the premium paid in connection with take-overs of companies listed on the 
SGX-ST. Each transaction must be judged on its own commercial and financial merits. The
premium that an offeror pays in any particular take-over depends on various factors such as the
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potential synergy that the offeror can gain by acquiring the target, the presence of competing bids
for the target, prevailing market conditions and sentiments, attractiveness and profile of the target’s
business and assets, size of consideration and existing and desired level of control in the target.
Hence, the comparison of the Offers with the Take-over Transactions set out below is for illustration
purpose only. Conclusions drawn from the comparisons made may not reflect any perceived market
valuation of the Company.

A summary of the relevant financial terms of the Take-over Transactions is set out below.

Premium of Offer Price to

Last transacted 1-month VWAP 3-month VWAP

price prior to prior to prior to

Date of announcement announcement announcement P/NTA

announcement (%) (%) (%) (times)

Privatisations
Landwind Medical Holdings 12-Jan-07 58.9 62.4 45.8 3.8 
Limited (1)

Media Asia Entertainment Group 27-Feb-07 39.5 37.7 38.1 1.1
Limited (1)

Amtek Engineering Ltd 22-May-07 3.8 14.6 27.9 1.8
Pan-United Marine Limited 28-May-07 3.0 14.4 21.7 4.6
Sembawang Kimtrans Ltd 13-Jun-07 12.0 13.9 15.1 3.2
ECS Holdings Limited (2) 8-Aug-07 6.0 9.5 15.9 1.3
Labroy Marine Limited 29-Oct-07 3.4 9.2 19.9 11.2

Median 6.0 14.4 21.7 3.2
Mean 18.1 23.1 26.3 3.9

Non-privatisations
STATS ChipPAC Ltd. (3) 1-Mar-07 18.2 30.9 38.2 3.3
RSH Limited 4-Mar-07 -12.5 4.9 41.4 5.0
Guthrie GTS Limited (4) 5-Mar-07 10.1 7.1 9.7 0.8
Jurong Cement Limited 30-Apr-07 10.5 9.7 9.4 1.2
Jade Technologies Singapore Ltd (5) 7-May-07 -81.3 -80.5 -79.4 1.2
Radiance Electronics Limited (5) 5-Oct-07 -30.0 -22.2 -17.6 0.8
Gates Electronics Limited 24-Oct-07 3.5 0.4 0.8 2.3

Median 10.1 7.1 9.7 1.2
Mean 6.0 10.6 19.9 2.1

High 58.9 62.4 45.8 11.2

Low -12.5 0.4 0.8 0.8

Median 8.1 11.8 20.8 2.1

Mean 13.0 17.9 23.7 3.0

STC (implied in the Revised TCPL 6-Jan-08 (6) 31.0 26.5 30.9 1.3

Offer Price)

STC (implied in the KTIPL 

Offer Price) 24-Jan-08 (7) 16.1 12.1 16.0 1.1

Source: SGX-ST announcements and circulars to shareholders in relation to the respective Take-over Transactions
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Notes:

(1) The implied P/NTA ratios in respect of the take-overs of Landwind Medical Holdings Limited and Media Asia
Entertainment Group Limited in the table above represent P/NAV ratios instead.

(2) The offeror’s intention was to maintain the listing status of ECS Holdings Limited on the SGX-ST. As a result of the
offer, the free float of ECS Holdings Limited had fallen below 10% and trading in its shares was accordingly
suspended. The offeror had stated that it would take steps to procure the lifting of trading suspension. As at the Latest
Practicable Date, ECS Holdings Limited has not been de-listed.

(3) The offer price for each share is S$1.75 in cash. If the level of acceptances of 90% is reached, the offer price would
be increased to S$1.88 in cash. The valuation parameters in the table above were based on the price of S$1.75 as
the acceptance level of 90% was not reached.

(4) On 28 February 2007, the offeror made the offer at a price of S$0.395 in cash, with a stake of 30.07%. On 5 March
2007, the offeror revised the offer price to S$0.435 in cash, with a stake of 32.93%. The valuation parameters in the
table above were based on the revised offer price.

(5) In computing the high, low, median and mean ratios in respect of market price premia, Jade Technologies Singapore
Ltd and Radiance Electronics Limited have been excluded as outliers.

(6) The TCPL Offer was first announced on 6 January 2008 and was subsequently revised on 28 January 2008. In
computing the market premia in respect of the Revised TCPL Offer, we have used the last transacted price, 1-month
VWAP and 3-month VWAP prior to the TCPL Offer Announcement Date (instead of the Revised TCPL Offer
Announcement Date).

(7) In computing the market premia in respect of the KTIPL Offer, we have used the last transacted price, 1-month VWAP
and 3-month VWAP prior to the TCPL Offer Announcement Date (instead of the KTIPL Offer Announcement Date).

We note that:

(i) The market price premia to the last transacted price, the 1-month VWAP and the 3-month
VWAP prior to the TCPL Offer Announcement Date implied in the Revised TCPL Offer Price
are above the corresponding median and mean premia in both the successful privatisation
and non-privatisation Take-over Transactions.

(ii) The P/NTA ratio of the Group implied in the Revised TCPL Offer Price is below the median
and mean P/NTA ratios of the successful privatisation Take-over Transactions.

(iii) The P/NTA ratio of the Group implied in the Revised TCPL Offer Price is below the mean but
above the median P/NTA ratios of the successful non-privatisation Take-over Transactions.

(iv) The market price premia and the P/NTA ratio of the Group implied in the Revised TCPL Offer
Price and the KTIPL Offer Price are within the corresponding range of market premia and
P/NTA ratios implied in both the successful privatisation and non-privatisation Take-over
Transactions.

6.5 Financial Terms of the Selective Capital Reduction

In April 2006, the Company undertook a selective capital reduction (“Selective Capital
Reduction”) pursuant to which the Company cancelled 30,503,000 Shares held by OCBC Bank
and The Overseas Assurance Corporation Limited (representing approximately 8.6 per cent. of the
then issued share capital of the Company) and made a cash distribution at a price of S$2.966 for
each such Share cancelled.
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A summary of the relevant financial terms of the Selective Capital Reduction is set out below:

Premium of price over

last transacted 1-month

price prior to VWAP prior to

announcement announcement P/Revalued

Date of date date P/book NTA NTA

announcement (%) (%) (times) (times)

Selective Capital Reduction (1) 30 December 0.2 1.1 0.9 0.8
2005

Revised TCPL Offer (2) 6 January 31.0 26.5 1.3 1.0
2008

KTIPL Offer (3) 24 January 16.1 12.1 1.1 0.9
2008

Notes:

(1) In respect of the Selective Capital Reduction, the last transacted price on 29 December 2005 (being the last Market
Day prior to the announcement of the Selective Capital Reduction) is S$2.96 and the VWAP for the 1-month period
prior to 30 December 2005 is approximately S$2.933. In respect of the Selective Capital Reduction, the P/book NTA
and P/Revalued NTA are computed based on the then latest available book NTA and Revalued NTA.

(2) The TCPL Offer was first announced on 6 January 2008 and was subsequently revised on 28 January 2008. In
computing the market premia implied in the Revised TCPL Offer, we have used the Revised TCPL Offer Price and the
last transacted price and 1-month VWAP prior to the TCPL Offer Announcement Date (instead of the Revised TCPL
Offer Announcement Date).

(3) In computing the market premia in respect of the KTIPL Offer, we have used the last transacted price and the 1-
month VWAP prior to the TCPL Offer Announcement Date (instead of the KTIPL Offer Announcement Date).

The market price premia and the valuation ratios of the Company implied by the Offers compare
favorably to those under the Selective Capital Reduction. Shareholders should however note that
the Selective Capital Reduction should not be taken as a direct comparison to the Offers as the
Selective Capital Reduction was undertaken to enable OCBC Bank to divest part of its investment
in STC to comply with regulatory requirement. In comparison, the Offers are being made by TCPL
and KTIPL under competing circumstances to Shareholders with an objective to further consolidate
their respective interest and/or to acquire statutory control in STC. Accordingly, the intention and
rationale underlying the Selective Capital Reduction and the Offers are entirely different.

6.6 Dividend Track Record of the Company

For the purpose of assessing the Revised TCPL Offer Price and the KTIPL Offer Price, we have
considered the dividend yield of the Shares implied in these prices and compared them with the
returns which a Shareholder may potentially obtain by re-investing the proceeds from the Offers in
other comparable investments.
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6.6.1 Historical dividends paid by the Company

The Company had declared the following ordinary dividends in respect of the last five financial
years ended 31 December 2006:

Implied gross dividend Implied net dividend

yield (2) yield (2)

Based on Based on Based on Based on

Gross Gross Revised KTIPL Net Net Revised KTIPL 

dividend dividend TCPL Offer Offer dividend dividend TCPL Offer Offer 

Period per Share payout (1) Price Price per Share payout (1) Price Price

(S$) (%) (%) (%) (S$) (%) (%) (%)

FY2002 0.05 54.3 0.8 0.9 0.0372 40.4 0.6 0.6

FY2003 0.06 51.7 0.9 1.0 0.0464 40.0 0.7 0.8

FY2004 0.06 38.7 0.9 1.0 0.0590 38.1 0.9 1.0

FY2005 (3) 0.06 30.6 0.9 1.0 0.0600 30.6 0.9 1.0

FY2006 (4) 0.06 10.4 0.9 1.0 0.0492 8.5 0.8 0.9

Notes:

(1) Based on the gross or net dividend per Share, as the case may be, divided by the consolidated basic earnings per
Share as reported in the Company’s annual reports for the respective financial years. The earnings per Share used
for the purpose of the computation above have not been adjusted for any changes in the Group’s accounting policies
over the years.

(2) Based on the gross or net dividend per Share, as the case may be, divided by the Revised TCPL Offer Price or the
KTIPL Offer Price.

(3) The Company had also declared special net dividends of S$0.20 (in addition to the interim and final net dividend of
S$0.0600) per Share in respect of FY2005.

(4) The Company had also declared special net dividends of S$0.04 (in addition to the interim and final net dividend of
S$0.0492) per Share in respect of FY2006.

We note that the Company has had a consistent record of paying annual ordinary dividends with
generally increasing implied net dividend yield. The Company had also declared a first interim
dividend of 2.5 cents per Share (less Malaysian income tax at 27%) in respect of FY2007.

The Directors have confirmed to us that, even though the Company has been consistently
declaring dividends in each financial year, the Company does not have a fixed rate of dividend
payments. As such, the quantum of dividends paid by the Company in any period would depend on
various factors including but not limited to the financial performance of the Group, its working
capital and capital expenditure needs as well as other considerations.

As at 30 September 2007, the Group had revenue reserves of approximately S$1,161.0 million.
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6.6.2 Investment in selected alternative investments

Shareholders who accept the Offers may re-invest the proceeds from the Offers in selected
alternative equity investments including the shares of MSC, the Tin Companies, the Hotel
Companies (“Alternative Companies”) and/or a broad market index instrument such as the STI
Exchange Traded Fund (“STI ETF”).

For illustration purpose, the dividend yields of these selected alternative investments based on their
ordinary dividends declared in their respective last financial year are as follows:

Financial year ended Net dividend yield (1)

(%)

MSC 31-Dec-06 2.1

Tin Companies

Minsur 31-Dec-06 1.8

PT Timah 31-Dec-06 1.6

Hotel Companies

Hotel Grand Central Limited (2) 31-Dec-06 1.4

Hotel Plaza Limited (3) 31-Dec-06 1.5

Hotel Properties Limited (4) 31-Dec-06 0.3

L.C. Development Ltd 30-Jun-07 1.1

Stamford Land Corporation Limited (5) 31-Mar-07 2.4

Average 1.5

STI ETF 30 June 2007 3.0

STC (implied in the Revised TCPL Offer Price) 31 December 2006 0.8

STC (implied in the KTIPL Offer Price) 31 December 2006 0.9

Notes:

(1) Net dividend yield of each selected alternative investment is computed as the net dividend per share divided by the
closing market price on the last cum-dividend date (or where there was no trading on such date, the last available
closing market price prior thereto). The aforementioned net dividend yield computed may differ from the actual
dividend yield which will vary depending on the actual cost of investment paid by the individual investor. Where both
interim and final dividends were declared, the net dividend yield is determined using the average of the annualised
net dividend yields.

(2) Hotel Grand Central Limited also declared net special dividend of S$0.041 (in addition to the net ordinary dividend of
S$0.0156) per share in respect of FY2006.

(3) Hotel Plaza Limited also declared net special dividend of S$0.275 (in addition to the net ordinary dividend per share
of S$0.393) in respect of FY2006.

(4) Hotel Properties Ltd also declared net special dividend of S$0.0193 (in addition to the net ordinary dividend of
S$0.0193) per share in respect of FY2006 and another net special dividend of S$0.207 per share in respect of
FY2007.

(5) Stamford Land Corporation Limited also declared net special dividend of S$0.008 (in addition to the net ordinary
dividend of S$0.016) per share in respect of FY2007.

The above analysis indicates that the net dividend yield of the Company implied in the Revised
TCPL Offer Price and the KTIPL Offer Price is lower than the net dividend yields of the Alternative
Companies (other than Hotel Properties Limited) and that of the STI ETF. This suggests that a
Shareholder who accepts the Offers may potentially experience an increase in investment income if
he re-invests the proceeds in the shares of the Alternative Companies (other than Hotel Properties
Limited) and the STI ETF. This is without regard to special dividends declared and is on the
assumption that the Company, the Alternative Companies and the STI ETF maintain their
respective net dividend per share at the same level as that in their last financial year.
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We wish to highlight that the above dividend analysis serves only as an illustrative guide and is not
an indication of the Company’s future dividend policy nor that of any of the Alternative Companies
or the STI ETF. Furthermore, an investment in the equity of the Alternative Companies or the STI
ETF also presents different risk-return profiles compared to an investment in the Shares. Moreover,
there is no assurance that the Company or any of the above selected alternative investments will
continue to pay dividends in the future and/or maintain the level of dividends paid in past periods.

7. OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

7.1 Outlook of the Group

We would like to draw the attention of Shareholders to paragraph 10 of the Company’s results
announcement for 3Q2007 wherein the Company has made a commentary of the significant trends
and competitive conditions of the industries in which the Group operates as well as factors or
events that may affect the Group.

We wish to highlight that the Company has also, in paragraph 9 entitled “Recent Developments” of
Appendix 1 to the Circular, made certain commentaries in respect of the Group’s full-year financial
results for FY2007. In particular, Shareholders should note the following excerpt:

“(2) full year 2007 profit attributable to equity holders will likely improve further as:

(a) the Group is expected to report positive operating profit in Q4 2007; and

(b) further positive fair value adjustments are expected from the Group’s investment
properties.”

As stated in the Circular, the Company is taking steps to expedite the release of its preliminary
results for FY2007 and in any event proposes to do so by 26 February 2008. In part, the date its
results are released is dependent on when MSC, which is listed on Bursa Malaysia, releases its
results for FY2007. We wish to highlight that the Revised TCPL Offer may have closed prior to the
release of the announcement relating to the Group’s full-year financial results for FY2007.
Shareholders should note that in our assessment of the Offers, we have not taken into account
such announcement relating to the Group’s full-year financial results for FY2007 to be released.

In addition, Shareholders should also note that the Company has announced that it is currently in
advanced negotiations with OCBC Bank with regard to arrangements under which a special
purpose wholly-owned subsidiary of STC (“SPV”) will be appointed by OCBC Bank to undertake
the development, construction and completion of a hotel cum retail complex at OCBC Bank’s
existing Specialists’ Centre and Hotel Phoenix sites. The arrangements proposed include, amongst
others, the SPV funding and constructing the complex based on a maximum development cost to
be agreed between STC and OCBC Bank. On completion of the complex, STC will sell the SPV to
OCBC Bank and will at the same time lease the complex from OCBC Bank for a period of 3 years
with an option to renew for a further 3 years, at an agreed fixed annual rent. The terms of the
arrangement are currently being discussed and negotiated, and final agreement has not been
reached.

Shareholders should take note of the outlook of the Group as disclosed in paragraph 9.2 of
Appendix 1 and any further announcement relevant to their consideration of the Offers which may
be released after the Latest Practicable Date.

7.2 Economic Value of Trademarks

The Revised TCPL Offer Price represents a premium of approximately 28.2% over the NAV per
Share of S$5.07 and a marginal premium of approximately 0.2% over the revalued NAV per Share
of S$6.49 as at 30 September 2007. The KTIPL Offer Price represents a premium of approximately
13.6% over the NAV per Share of S$5.07 but is at a discount of approximately 11.2% to the
revalued NAV per Share of S$6.49 as at 30 September 2007.
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The Group, through its wholly-owned subsidiary, Rendezvous Hotels International Private Limited
(“RHI”), its hotel management arm, operates the “Rendezvous” chain of hotels and resorts. RHI
recently celebrated its 10th anniversary in July 2007. The Group owns the “Rendezvous & dragon
device” trademarks in Singapore, Malaysia, Australia and New Zealand which are used in the
Group’s hospitality business for hotels and resorts with a ranking of 4-star and above. The Group’s
Rendezvous Hotel in Singapore was recently awarded the Singapore Prestige Brand Award 2007
under the Established Brand Category, which recognises and honours Singapore brands that have
developed and managed their brands effectively through various brand-related initiatives. In
addition, the Group also operates through RHI, a collection of contemporary boutique hotels with
limited food and beverage facilities under “The Marque” brand name. “The Marque” branding was
launched in 2006 to target a new generation of business and leisure travelers. Hotels within “The
Marque” group typically feature smaller hotels in city locations. The Group currently manages 19
hotels (operating and under construction) under the “Rendezvous” and “The Marque” brandings.

While the Company has not commissioned any professional valuation of such intangible assets,
Shareholders should note that the above trademarks may also be ascribed an economic value.

The Directors have confirmed to us that save for the intangible assets as recorded on the
consolidated balance sheet of the Group as at 30 September 2007 and the trademarks as
described above, they are not aware of any other material intangible assets owned by the Group as
at the Latest Practicable Date.

7.3 Contingent Liabilities  

In the Company’s annual report in respect of FY2006 and its results announcement for 3Q2007,
the following outstanding material litigations against MSC were disclosed:

(i) A claim from a party against MSC and three others, seeking a declaration that the award for
the sale of 100% issued shares of Rahman Hydraulic Tin Sdn. Bhd. (“RHT”) to MSC
pursuant to an open tender process, be declared null and void. The party also filed an
injunction to restrain the administrator of RHT from proceeding with the sale. Both the claim
and the injunction were dismissed by the  High Court with costs. The party had filed an
appeal on 8 March 2005 and no date has been fixed for hearing.

(ii) A statement of claim for MYR45 million plus interest at 8% per annum and legal costs was
filed against MSC for an alleged breach of a share subscription agreement made between a
plaintiff and MSC. The breach was in fact committed by the plaintiff, entitling MSC to
terminate the agreement. MSC had filed its statement of defence on 18 November 2005
disputing liability. As at the Latest Practicable Date, the plaintiff had not proceeded further on
the case.

(iii) On 7 February 2006, MSC received a statement of claim from a system provider for
MYR1.28 million plus interest at 8% per annum and legal costs for alleged cost overruns in
the implementation of an enterprise resource planning system. The claim came after more
than a year following the completion of the implementation. On 7 March 2006, MSC had filed
its statement of defence disputing liability.

The Company is of the view that it is unlikely that any significant liability will arise from the
aforementioned. Accordingly, no provision has been made in the financial statements of the Group
in respect of the above.

The Directors have confirmed to us that save as disclosed above and guarantees which may be
granted in the ordinary course of business, the Directors are not aware of any other material
contingent liabilities or legal or arbitration proceedings to which the Company or any of its
subsidiaries is a party, including those which are pending or known to be contemplated, which in
the opinion of the Directors, may have a material effect of the financial position or profitability of the
Group taken as a whole.
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7.4 Unutilised Capital Allowances and Tax Losses

As at 31 December 2006, the Company and its subsidiaries in Singapore had in aggregate
unabsorbed capital allowances and unutilised tax losses of approximately S$0.1 million and S$49.8
million respectively while its overseas subsidiaries had in aggregate unutilised tax losses
amounting to approximately S$0.1 million. Such unutilised capital allowances and tax losses are
available for carry forward to set-off against future taxable income subject to the agreement of
Inland Revenue Authority of Singapore or such other relevant tax authorities.

In connection with the Offers, there may be, as interpreted in accordance with Sections 23(4) and
37(12) of the Singapore Income Tax Act, a substantial change in the beneficial shareholders of the
Company. A substantial change in shareholders will arise where there is a greater than 50%
change in the ultimate beneficial shareholders of the Company. If there is such a substantial
change, the Company will not be able to carry forward any unabsorbed capital allowances and
unutilised tax losses for set-off against future taxable income. However, pursuant to Sections 23(5)
and 37(15) of the Singapore Income Tax Act, the Company may be able to obtain a ministerial
waiver from the need to comply with the provisions of Sections 23(4) and 37(12), if it can be
substantiated to the satisfaction of the Minister of Finance, or such person as he may appoint, that
the substantial change in shareholders did not occur for the purpose of deriving any tax benefit or
obtaining any tax advantage.

7.5 Condition of the Offers

Both the Revised TCPL Offer and the KTIPL Offer are conditional upon the offeror having received,
by the close of the offer, valid acceptances in respect of such number of offer shares which,
together with the Shares owned, controlled or agreed to be acquired by the offeror and parties
acting in concert with it either before or during the period of the offer and pursuant to the offer or
otherwise, will result in the offeror and the parties acting in concert with it holding such number of
Shares carrying more than 50 per cent. of the voting rights of the Company.

The TCPL Offer Document states that as at 23 January 2008 (being the latest practicable date
prior to printing of the TCPL Offer Document), no person has given any irrevocable undertaking to
TCPL or any party acting in concert with them, to accept or reject the TCPL Offer.

On 28 January 2008, SCB issued, for and on behalf of TCPL, a letter of offer to each of OCBC
Bank and GEH to purchase, at the Revised TCPL Offer Price, all the 20,248,704 Shares held by
the OCBC Group representing approximately 6.21 per cent. of all the issued Shares, and all the
64,903,864 Shares held by the GEH Group representing approximately 19.92 per cent. of all the
issued Shares. The offers to OCBC Bank and GEH are unconditional and will expire at 5.30 p.m.
on 22 February 2008 if they are not accepted by OCBC Bank and/or GEH. Should OCBC Bank
and GEH accept the offers, TCPL and parties acting in concert with it shall then own, control or
have agreed to acquire not less than 162,058,845 Shares, representing 49.73 per cent. of all the
issued Shares. TCPL shall then convert the Revised TCPL Offer into a mandatory conditional cash
offer for the Shares in accordance with the provisions of the Code.

As at the Latest Practicable Date, both the Revised TCPL Offer and the KTIPL Offer have not
become unconditional.

In the event that the Offers do not turn unconditional by their respective closing dates, all
acceptances of the Offers will lapse and be returned to accepting Shareholders.

In the event that either of the Offers turns unconditional, Shareholders who accept such
unconditional offer will be assured of receiving the offer price in respect of all their acceptances
free of transaction costs.
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7.6 Control of the Company

As at the Latest Practicable Date, TCPL and its concert parties own, control or have agreed to
acquire an aggregate of 76,906,277 Shares, representing approximately 23.6 per cent. of the
voting rights of the Company.

As at the Latest Practicable Date, KTIPL and its concert parties own, control or have agreed to
acquire an aggregate of 108,858,532 Shares, representing approximately 33.4 per cent. of the
voting rights of the Company.

As such, as at the Latest Practicable Date, neither TCPL nor KTIPL and their respective concert
parties possess statutory control of the Company.

In the event that either of the Offers becomes unconditional, the successful offeror will be in a
position to significantly influence, inter alia, the management, operating and financial policies of the
Company and such offeror would gain statutory control of the Company which entitles it to pass all
ordinary resolutions on matters in which such offeror and its concert parties do not have an
interest, at general meetings of Shareholders.

7.7 Future Plans for STC

The companies in the Tecity Group have been shareholders of STC since the 1950s. TCPL has
stated that it does not intend to make changes to the management team of the Company. However,
TCPL has further stated that in the event that it obtains control of the Company, TCPL would wish
to participate with the board of directors and management of the Company in undertaking a
strategic and operational review of the Group’s businesses. A director of TCPL has also stated that
the Revised TCPL Offer Price is a reflection of TCPL’s regard for the Company and management of
STC.

In evaluating their investment in the Shares and the prospects of the Group, Shareholders may
wish to consider the contribution of the Group’s existing management team to the Group’s
performance, business and outlook.

As at the Latest Practicable Date, KTIPL has not stated its rationale for the KTIPL Offer and its
future plan for STC in the event that it obtains control of the Company.

7.8 Impact of Change in Shareholdings on Contractual Arrangements 

The Directors have confirmed to us that to the best of their knowledge and belief and based on
reasonable enquiries, any resultant change in the shareholding structure of the Company pursuant
to the Offers is not expected to have a material impact on the Group’s business operations and
contractual arrangements (including, inter alia, any long-term contracts, joint venture agreements,
loan agreements, lease agreements and other land use rights, land titles, business licenses,
grants, business incentives and employment contracts).

7.9 Limitation on Subsequent Offer

We wish to highlight that in the event that either of the Offers becomes unconditional and the
offeror together with its concert parties hold Shares carrying more than 50% of the voting rights of
the Company, Shareholders should note that under Rule 33.2 of the Code, neither the offeror nor
any person acting in concert with it may (except with the consent of the SIC), within 6 months of
the closing date of the successful offer, make a second offer to, or acquire any Shares from, any
Shareholder on terms better than those made available under the successful offer.

Shareholders should also note that if either of the Offers becomes unconditional, the successful
offeror and its concert parties will be free to increase their shareholding in STC after the close of
the offer without incurring a take-over obligation under Rule 14 of the Code if their aggregate voting
rights remain at above 49% in the six months prior to any such subsequent acquisition of Shares.
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However, should either of the Offers fails to become unconditional by the closing date, pursuant to
Rule 33.1 of the Code, neither the unsuccessful offeror, its concert parties nor any person who is
subsequently acting in concert with any of them may (except with the consent of the SIC) within 12
months from the date on which such unsuccessful offer is withdrawn or lapses, announce an offer
or possible offer for the Company or acquire any voting rights of the Company if the offeror or its
concert parties would thereby become obliged under Rule 14 of the Code to make an offer for the
Company. Nevertheless, in accordance with Note 1 on Rule 33.1 of the Code, the SIC will normally
grant consent for an offer to be made when (i) the new offer is recommended by the board of the
Company and the offeror is not, or is not acting in concert with, a director or substantial
shareholder of the Company; or (ii) the new offer follows the announcement of an offer by a third
party for the Company.

In the event that the Revised TCPL Offer fails, TCPL and its concert parties will however be free to
acquire further Shares after the close of the Revised TCPL Offer without triggering a take-over
obligation under Rule 14 of the Code so long as their aggregate voting rights remain at below 30%.

In the event that the KTIPL Offer fails, KTIPL and its concert parties will however be free to acquire
further Shares carrying up to 1% of the voting rights in the Company in any period of six months
after the close of the KTIPL Offer without triggering a take-over obligation under Rule 14 of the
Code.

7.10 Compulsory Acquisition and Trading Suspension

Each of TCPL and KTIPL has stated that it is their present intention to maintain the listing status of
the Company on the SGX-ST. However, in the event that free float falls below 10 per cent. and
trading in the Shares is suspended or in the event that they are entitled to exercise the right of
compulsory acquisition pursuant to Section 215(1) of the Act, TCPL and KTIPL will reassess their
position in respect of their shareholdings in the Company.

As at the Latest Practicable Date, the free float in respect of the Shares is approximately 42.9 per
cent.. Free float refers to those Shares in which TCPL, KTIPL and their respective concert parties,
the Directors and the substantial shareholders of the Company have no interests.

Shareholders should note the following provisions in the Listing Manual:

(i) Rule 724 of the Listing Manual states that where the free float in the Shares falls below 10%,
the SGX-ST may suspend the trading of such Shares. Rule 725 of the Listing Manual states
that in such an event, the SGX-ST may allow a period of three months or such longer period
as the SGX-ST may agree, for the free float in the Shares to be raised to at least 10%,
failing which the Company may be de-listed.

(ii) Rule 1105 of the Listing Manual states that where a takeover offer is made for the Shares,
upon the announcement by the offeror that acceptances have been received that bring the
holdings owned by it and parties acting in concert with it to above 90% of the total number of
issued Shares, the SGX-ST may suspend the listing of such Shares until it is satisfied that at
least 10% of the total number of issued Shares are held by at least 500 Shareholders who
are members of the public.

(iii) Rule 1303 of the Listing Manual further states that the SGX-ST may at any time suspend
trading of the Shares if the percentage of the Company’s total number of issued Shares held
in public hands falls below 10% as provided in Rule 723. However, in a take-over situation,
where the offeror succeeds in garnering acceptances exceeding 90% of the Company’s total
number of issued Shares, thus causing the percentage of Shares held in public hands to fall
below 10%, the SGX-ST will suspend trading only at the close of the take-over offer.

63

LETTER FROM CIMB-GK TO THE INDEPENDENT DIRECTORS OF 
THE STRAITS TRADING COMPANY LIMITED



We would like to alert Shareholders to certain implications and consequences which may arise in
the event of a trading suspension and/or de-listing of the Shares, as follows:

(i) There will be no ready public market for their Shares and it would be more difficult for
Shareholders to sell their Shares;

(ii) As the Shares become less marketable due to the absence of a ready market, the sale of
their Shares may be transacted at discounts to the valuation of comparable listed
companies; and

(iii) In the event that the Shares are de-listed, the Company will no longer be obliged to provide,
and Shareholders will no longer enjoy the same level of protection, transparency and
accountability afforded and imposed on the Company by the Listing Manual (including the
requirement to have independent directors). Nonetheless, as a company incorporated in
Singapore, STC will still have to comply with the requirements of the Act.

7.11 Competing Offers

The Revised TCPL Offer Price of S$6.50 is S$0.74 higher than the KTIPL Offer Price of S$5.76 for
each Share.

As at the Latest Practicable Date, apart from the offers made by TCPL and KTIPL, there is no
publicly available evidence of any other competing offer and there is also no indication as to
whether there may be a further enhancement or revision of the KTIPL Offer following the Revised
TCPL Offer Announcement.

8. SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS

In arriving at our advice on the Revised TCPL Offer, we have relied on the following key
considerations (which should be read in conjunction with, and in the context of, the full text of this
letter):

(a) The Revised TCPL Offer Price falls within the range of the estimated sum-of-parts valuation
of each Share.

(b) The Revised TCPL Offer Price represents a premium of approximately 27.5% over the book
NTA per Share as at 30 September 2007 but is at a discount of approximately 0.3% to the
Revalued NTA per Share as at 30 September 2007. The KTIPL Offer Price represents a
premium of approximately 12.9% over the book NTA per Share as at 30 September 2007 but
is at a discount of approximately 11.7% to the Revalued NTA per Share as at 30 September
2007.

(c) The ex-cash Revised TCPL Offer Price represents a premium of approximately 34.7% over
the ex-cash book NTA per Share as at 30 September 2007 but is at a discount of
approximately 0.4% over the ex-cash Revalued NTA per Share as at 30 September 2007.
The ex-cash KTIPL Offer Price represents a premium of approximately 16.3% over the ex-
cash book NTA per Share as at 30 September 2007 but is at a discount of approximately
13.9% to the ex-cash Revalued NTA per Share as at 30 September 2007.
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(d) The Revised TCPL Offer Price and the KTIPL Offer Price are at a premium over the VWAP
of the Shares for all historical periods during the three years prior to the Announcement
Date. As at the Latest Practicable Date, the Shares are trading above the Revised TCPL
Offer Price and the KTIPL Offer Price.

(e) It is highly likely that the market price of the Shares has been supported by the Offers and
purchases by TCPL, KTIPL and their concert parties since the TCPL Offer Announcement
Date.

(f) The market price premia to the last transacted price, the 1-month VWAP and the 3-month
VWAP prior to the TCPL Offer Announcement Date implied in the Revised TCPL Offer Price
are above the corresponding median and mean premia in both the successful privatisation
and non-privatisation Take-over Transactions while the P/NTA ratio of the Group implied in
the Revised TCPL Offer Price is below the mean but above the median P/NTA ratios of the
successful non-privatisation Take-over Transactions.

(g) The net dividend yield of the Company implied in the Revised TCPL Offer Price and the
KTIPL Offer Price is lower than the net dividend yields (in respect of their last financial year)
of almost all of the Alternative Companies and that of the STI ETF.

(h) As at the Latest Practicable Date, neither TCPL nor KTIPL and their respective parties
possess statutory control of the Company. Both the Revised TCPL Offer and the KTIPL Offer
have not become unconditional as at the Latest Practicable Date.

(i) It is the present intention of each of TCPL and KTIPL to maintain the listing status of the
Company on the SGX-ST. There is however no assurance that TCPL or KTIPL will preserve
the listing status of the Company on the SGX-ST if free float is less than 10 per cent. or that
they will not exercise the right of compulsory acquisition under Section 215(1) of the Act.

(j) The Revised TCPL Offer Price of S$6.50 is S$0.74 higher than the KTIPL Offer Price of
S$5.76 for each Share.

In summary, based on our analysis set out above and after having considered carefully the
information available to us, the existence of competing bids for statutory control of the
Company and based on the monetary, industry, market, economic and other relevant
conditions prevailing as at the Latest Practicable Date, we are of the view that the Revised
TCPL Offer Price is, on balance, reasonable but not compelling.
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9. CIMB-GK’S ADVICE ON THE REVISED TCPL OFFER

After carefully considering all available information and based on our assessment of the financial
terms of the Revised TCPL Offer and the KTIPL Offer, we advise the Independent Directors to
make the following recommendations to Shareholders in relation to the Revised TCPL Offer:

Shareholders who hold a long-term view of their investments in the Shares and/or who are
confident and optimistic about their equity investments in the Company and the prospects of the
Group may wish to REJECT the Revised TCPL Offer.

Shareholders who hold a short-term view of their investments in the Shares and who wish to
realise their holdings in the Shares in the near term and/or who are not prepared to accept the
uncertainties facing the future prospects of the Group may wish to SELL their Shares on the
open market if they can obtain a price equal to or higher than the Revised TCPL Offer Price
(after deducting all related expenses) by doing so. Shareholders should note that as at the
Latest Practicable Date, the Shares are trading above the Revised TCPL Offer Price. In the
event that Shareholders (in particular, those with significant holdings) are unable to sell their
Shares on the open market at a price equal to or higher than the Revised TCPL Offer Price,
they may wish to ACCEPT the Revised TCPL Offer but should be aware that there is currently
no certainty that the Revised TCPL Offer will become unconditional. Further, such Shareholders
may wish to consider accepting the Revised TCPL Offer at a later time so as to be able to take
into account any announcement and/or documents relevant to their consideration of the Offers
which may be released or published by or on behalf of the Company, TCPL and/or KTIPL after
the Latest Practicable Date. The Revised TCPL Offer will close at 5.30 p.m. on 22 February
2008 or such later date(s) as may be announced from time to time by or on behalf of TCPL.

Shareholders should note that (i) there is currently no indication as to whether there may be a
further enhancement or revision of the KTIPL Offer following the Revised TCPL Offer
Announcement; (ii) KTIPL has not stated its rationale for the KTIPL Offer and its future plans for
STC; and (iii) there is no assurance that the trading volumes and market prices of the Shares
will be maintained at current levels prevailing as at the Latest Practicable Date.

In rendering the above advice, we have not had regard to the specific investment objectives,
financial situation, tax position or particular needs and constraints of any individual Shareholder.
As each Shareholder would have different investment objectives and profiles, we would advise that
any individual Shareholder who may require specific advice in relation to his investment objectives
or portfolio should consult his stockbroker, bank manager, solicitor, accountant, tax adviser or other
professional adviser immediately.

The Independent Directors should advise Shareholders that the opinion and advice of CIMB-GK
should not be relied upon by any Shareholder as the sole basis for deciding whether or not to
accept the Revised TCPL Offer.

Yours faithfully
For and on behalf of
CIMB-GK SECURITIES PTE. LTD.

MAH KAH LOON ERIC WONG
DIRECTOR DIRECTOR
HEAD, CORPORATE FINANCE CORPORATE FINANCE
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1. DIRECTORS

The names, addresses and designations of the Directors as at the Latest Practicable Date are set
out below:

Name Address Designation

Mr Bobby Chin Yoke Choong 7 Maple Lane Chairman
Singapore 277551

Mr Tang I-Fang 20 Jalan Merbok Director
Singapore 598448

Mr Michael Wong Pakshong 12 Swiss Club Road Director
Singapore 288105

Professor Lim Chong Yah 6 Caldecott Close Director
Singapore 299114

Mr Michael Hwang 21 Chee Hoon Avenue Director
Singapore 299752

Tan Sri Dato’ Dr Lin See-Yan 21 Jalan Setiamurni 2 Director
Bukit Damansara
50490 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Mr Norman Ip Ka Cheung 38 Merryn Road President and 
Singapore 298487 Chief Executive Officer

Mr Razman Ariffin 145 Persiaran Zaaba Director
Taman Tun Dr. Ismail
60000 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Mr Gerard Ee Hock Kim 60 Dunbar Walk Director
Singapore 459364

2. INFORMATION ON THE GROUP

The Company was incorporated in Singapore on 8 November 1887 and is listed on the SGX-ST.

The principal activities of the Company are those of an investment holding company. The Group is
primarily engaged in tin mining and smelting, investments in other metals and mineral resources,
hotel investment and management, property operations and financial investments. The smelting
business is conducted by its subsidiary company, MSC.

Incorporated on 8 November 1978, MSC is currently one of the largest custom tin smelters and is
also one of the top producers of high purity 4 nines (i.e. 99.99 per cent. pure) tin. In addition, MSC
is the first tin smelter to achieve an ISO 9002 accreditation.

With the successful acquisitions of upstream and downstream business units in the last few years,
MSC has become one of the world’s leading integrated producers of tin metal and tin-based
products. It operates one of the most cost-efficient smelting plants in the world, converting primary,
secondary and often complex tin bearing materials into high purity tin metal for industrial
applications.
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3. SHARE CAPITAL 

3.1 Issued Capital

As at the Latest Practicable Date, the Company has a share capital of S$265,928,000 comprising
325,897,000 Shares. The Shares are ordinary shares carrying equal ranking rights to dividend,
voting at general meetings and return of capital. The Company does not have any other class of
share capital as at the Latest Practicable Date.

There is no restriction in the Memorandum or Articles of Association of the Company on the right
to transfer any Shares, which has the effect of requiring the holders of Shares, before transferring
them, to offer them for purchase to members of the Company or to any other person.

3.2 Rights in Respect of Voting, Dividends and Capital

The rights of Shareholders in respect of voting, dividends and capital as set out in the Articles of
Association of the Company are as follows:

3.2.1 Votes of Members

72. Subject and without prejudice to any special privileges or
restrictions as to voting for the time being attached to any special
class of shares for the time being forming part of the capital of the
Company each Member entitled to vote may vote in person or by
proxy or by attorney or in the case of a corporation by a
representative. On a show of hands every Member who is present
in person or by proxy or by attorney or in the case of a corporation
by a representative shall have one vote and on a poll, every
Member who is present in person or by proxy or by attorney or in
the case of a corporation by a representative shall have one vote for
every share which he holds or represents. For the purpose of
determining the number of votes which a Member, being a
Depositor, or his proxy may cast at any General Meeting on a poll,
the reference to shares held or represented shall, in relation to
shares of that Depositor, be the number of shares entered against
his name in the Depository Register as at forty-eight hours before
the time of the relevant General Meeting as certified by the
Depository to the Company.

73. Where there are joint holders of any share any one of such persons
may vote and be reckoned in a quorum at any Meeting either
personally or by proxy or by attorney or in the case of a corporation
by a representative as if he were solely entitled thereto and if more
than one of such joint holders be so present at any Meeting that
one of such persons so present whose name stands first in the
Register of Members or (as the case may be) the Depository
Register in respect of such share shall alone be entitled to vote in
respect thereto. Several executors or administrators of a deceased
Member in whose name any share stands shall for the purpose of
this Article be deemed joint holders thereof.

74. A Member of unsound mind or whose person or estate is liable to
be dealt with in any way under the law relating to mental disorders
may vote whether on a show of hands or on a poll by his
committee, curator bonis or such other person as properly has the
management of his estate and any such committee, curator bonis
or other person may vote by proxy or by attorney, provided that
such evidence as the Directors may require of the authority of the
person claiming to vote shall have been deposited at the Office not
less than forty-eight hours before the time appointed for holding the
Meeting.
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75. Subject to the provisions of these Articles every Member shall be
entitled to be present and to vote at any General Meeting either
personally or by proxy or by attorney or in the case of a corporation
by a representative and to be reckoned in a quorum in respect of
shares fully paid and in respect of partly paid shares where calls
are not due and unpaid.

76. No Member shall, unless the Directors otherwise determine, be
entitled in respect of shares held by him to vote at a General
Meeting either personally or by proxy or by attorney or in the case
of a corporation by a representative or to exercise any other right
conferred by membership in relation to Meetings of the Company if
any call or other sum presently payable by him to the Company in
respect of such shares remains unpaid.

77. No objection shall be raised to the qualification of any voter except
at the Meeting or adjourned Meeting at which the vote objected to
is given or tendered and every vote not disallowed at such Meeting
shall be valid for all purposes. Any such objection made in due time
shall be referred to the chairman of the Meeting whose decision
shall be final and conclusive.

78. On a poll votes may be given either personally or by proxy or by
attorney or in the case of a corporation by its representative and a
person entitled to more than one vote need not use all his votes or
cast all the votes he uses in the same way.

79. An instrument appointing a proxy shall be in writing and:

(a) in the case of an individual shall be signed by the appointor
or by his attorney; and

(b) in the case of a corporation shall be either under the
common seal or signed by its attorney.

The signature on such instrument need not be witnessed. Where an
instrument of proxy is signed on behalf of the appointor by an
attorney, the letter or power of attorney evidencing the authority of
any such attorney or a duly certified copy thereof must (if not
previously registered with the Company) be lodged with the
instrument of proxy pursuant to Article 81, failing which the
instrument may be treated as invalid.

80. (1) A Member may appoint not more than two proxies to attend
and vote at the same General Meeting, provided that if the
Member is a Depositor, the Company shall be entitled and
bound:

(a) to reject any instrument of proxy lodged if the
Depositor is not shown to have any shares entered
against his name in the Depository Register as at forty-
eight hours before the time of the relevant General
Meeting as certified by the Depository to the Company;
and
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(b) to accept as the maximum number of votes which in
aggregate the proxy or proxies appointed by the
Depositor is or are able to cast on a poll a number
which is the number of shares entered against the
name of that Depositor in the Depository Register as at
forty-eight hours before the time of the relevant
General Meeting as certified by the Depository to the
Company, whether that number is greater or smaller
than the number specified in any instrument of proxy
executed by or on behalf of that Depositor.

(2) The Company shall be entitled and bound, in determining
rights to vote and other matters in respect of a completed
instrument of proxy submitted to it, to have regard to the
instructions (if any) given by and the notes (if any) set out in
the instrument of proxy.

(3) In any case where an instrument of proxy appoints more than
one proxy, the proportion of the shareholding concerned to
be represented by each proxy shall be specified in the
instrument of proxy.

(4) A proxy need not be a Member.

81. An instrument appointing a proxy or the power of attorney or other
authority, if any, must be left at the Office or such other place (if
any) as is specified for the purpose in the notice convening the
Meeting not less than forty-eight hours before the time appointed for
the holding of the Meeting or adjourned Meeting (or in the case of a
poll before the time appointed for the taking of the poll) to which it is
to be used and in default shall not be treated as valid. The
instrument shall, unless the contrary is stated thereon, be valid as
well for any adjournment of the Meeting as for the Meeting to which
it relates. Provided that an instrument of proxy relating to more
than one Meeting (including any adjournment thereof) having once
been so delivered for the purposes of any Meeting shall not be
required again to be delivered for the purposes of any subsequent
Meeting to which it relates.

82. An instrument appointing a proxy shall be in writing in any usual or
common form or in any other form which the Directors may approve
and shall be deemed to include the right to demand or join in
demanding a poll, to move any resolution or amendment thereto,
and to speak at the Meeting.

83. A vote given in accordance with the terms of an instrument of proxy
(which for the purposes of these Articles shall also include a power
of attorney) shall be valid notwithstanding the previous death or
insanity of the principal or revocation of the proxy, or of the authority
under which the proxy was executed or the transfer of the share in
respect of which the proxy is given, provided that no intimation in
writing of such death, insanity, revocation or transfer shall have
been received by the Company at the Office (or such other place as
may be specified for the deposit of instruments appointing proxies)
before the commencement of the Meeting or adjourned Meeting (or
in the case of a poll before the time appointed for the taking of the
poll) at which the proxy is used.
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84. Any corporation which is a Member of the Company may by
resolution of its directors or other governing body authorise such
person as it thinks fit to act as its representative at any Meeting of
the Company or of any class of Members of the Company and the
persons so authorised shall be entitled to exercise the same powers
on behalf of the corporation as the corporation would exercise if it
were an individual Member of the Company.

3.2.2 Rights in respect of Dividends and Reserves

125. The Company may by Ordinary Resolution declare dividends but
(without prejudice to the powers of the Company to pay interest on
share capital as hereinbefore provided) no dividend shall be
payable except out of the profits of the Company, or in excess of the
amount recommended by the Directors.

126. Subject to the rights of holders of shares with special rights as to
dividend (if any), all dividends shall be declared and paid according
to the amounts paid on the shares in respect whereof the dividend
is paid, but (for the purposes of this Article only) no amount paid on
a share in advance of calls shall be treated as paid on the share. All
dividends shall be apportioned and paid pro rata according to the
amount paid on the shares during any portion or portions of the
period in respect of which the dividend is paid, but if any share is
issued on terms providing that it shall rank for dividend as from a
particular date such share shall rank for dividend accordingly.

127. If and so far as in the opinion of the Directors the profits of the
Company justify such payments, the Directors may pay the fixed
preferential dividends on any express class of shares carrying a
fixed preferential dividend expressed to be payable on a fixed date
on the half-yearly or other dates (if any) prescribed for the payment
thereof by the terms of issue of the shares, and subject thereto may
also from time to time pay to the holders of any other class of
shares interim dividends thereon of such amounts and on such
dates as they may think fit.

128. If the Company shall issue shares at a premium, whether for cash
or otherwise, the Directors shall transfer a sum equal to the
aggregate amount or value of the premiums to an account to be
called “Share Premium Account” and any amount for the time being
standing to the credit of such account shall not be applied in the
payment of dividend.

129. No dividend or other moneys payable on or in respect of a share
shall bear interest against the Company.

130. The Directors may deduct from any dividend or other moneys
payable to any Member on or in respect of a share all sums of
money (if any) presently payable by him to the Company on
account of calls or otherwise.

131. The Directors may retain any dividend or other moneys payable on
or in respect of a share on which the Company has a lien and may
apply the same in or towards satisfaction of the debts, liabilities or
engagements in respect of which the lien exists.
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132. The Directors may retain the dividends payable on shares in
respect of which any person is under the provisions as to the
transmission of shares hereinbefore contained entitled to become a
Member or which any person under those provisions is entitled to
transfer until such person shall become a Member in respect of
such shares or shall duly transfer the same.

133. The payment by the Directors of any unclaimed dividends or other
moneys payable on or in respect of a share into a separate account
shall not constitute the Company a trustee in respect thereof. All
dividends unclaimed after being declared may be invested or
otherwise made use of by the Directors for the benefit of the
Company and any dividend unclaimed after a period of six years
from the date of declaration of such dividend may be forfeited and if
so shall revert to the Company but the Directors may at any time
thereafter at their absolute discretion annul any such forfeiture and
pay the dividend so forfeited to the person entitled thereto prior to
the forfeiture.

134. The Company may, upon the recommendation of the Directors, by
Ordinary Resolution direct payment of a dividend in whole or in part
by the distribution of specific assets and in particular of paid up
shares or debentures of any other company or in any one or more
of such ways, and the Directors shall give effect to such Resolution
and where any difficulty arises in regard to such distribution, the
Directors may settle the same as they think expedient and in
particular may issue fractional certificates and fix the value for
distribution of such specific assets or any part thereof and may
determine that cash payments shall be made to any Members upon
the footing of the value so fixed in order to adjust the rights of all
parties and may vest any such specific assets in trustees as may
seem expedient to the Directors.

135. Any dividend or other moneys payable in cash on or in respect of a
share may be paid by cheque or warrant sent through the post to
the registered address appearing in the Register of Members or (as
the case may be) the Depository Register of the Member or person
entitled thereto, (or, if several persons are registered in the Register
of Members or (as the case may be) entered in the Depository
Register as joint holders of the share or are entitled thereto in
consequence of the death or bankruptcy of the holder, to any one of
such persons) or to such person and such address as such
Member or person or persons may by writing direct. Every such
cheque or warrant shall be made payable to the order of the person
to whom it is sent or to such person as the holder or joint holders or
person or persons entitled to the share in consequence of the death
or bankruptcy of the holder may direct and payment of the cheque if
purporting to be endorsed or the receipt of any such person shall
be a good discharge to the Company. Every such cheque or
warrant shall be sent at the risk of the person entitled to the money
represented thereby. Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of
this Article, the payment by the Company to the Depository of any
dividend payable to a Depositor shall, to the extent of the payment
made to the Depository, discharge the Company from any liability to
the Depositor in respect of that payment.
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136. A transfer of shares shall not pass the right to any dividend
declared on such shares before the registration of the transfer.

137. The Directors may from time to time set aside out of the profits of
the Company and carry to reserve such sums as they think proper
which, at the discretion of the Directors, shall be applicable for
meeting contingencies or for the gradual liquidation of any debt or
liability of the Company or for repairing or maintaining the works,
plant and machinery of the Company or for special dividends or
bonuses or for equalising dividends or for any other purpose to
which the profits of the Company may properly be applied and
pending such application may either be employed in the business of
the Company or be invested. The Directors may divide the reserve
into such special funds as they think fit and may consolidate into
one fund any special funds or any parts of any special funds into
which the reserve may have been divided. The Directors may also
without placing the same to reserve carry forward any profits which
they may think it not prudent to divide.

3.2.3 Rights in respect of Capital 

5. The authorised capital of the Company at the date of the adoption
of these Articles is $600,000,000 divided into 600,000,000 ordinary
shares of $1 each.

6. Save to the extent permitted by the Act none of the funds of the
Company or of any subsidiary thereof shall be directly or indirectly
employed in the purchase or subscription of or in loans upon the
security of the Company’s shares.

7. Subject to the Act, no shares may be issued by the Directors
without the prior approval of the Company in General Meeting but
subject thereto and to Article 48, and to any special rights attached
to any shares for the time being issued the Directors may allot and
issue shares or grant options over or otherwise dispose of the same
to such persons on such terms and conditions and for such
consideration and at such time and subject or not to the payment of
any part of the amount thereof in cash as the Directors may think fit
and with full power to give to any person the call of any shares
either at par or at a premium as the Directors may determine and
any shares may be issued with such preferential, deferred, qualified
or special rights, privileges or conditions as the Directors may think
fit, and preference shares may be issued which are or at the option
of the Company are liable to be redeemed, the terms and manner
of redemption being determined by the Directors provided always
that:

(a) no shares shall be issued at a discount, except in accordance
with the Act;

(b) (subject to any direction to the contrary that may be given by
the Company in General Meeting) any issue of shares for
cash to Members holding shares of any class shall be offered
to such Members in proportion as nearly as may be to the
number of shares of such class then held by them and the
provisions of Article 48(2) with such adaptations as are
necessary shall apply; and
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(c) any other issue of shares, the aggregate of which would
exceed the limits referred to in Article 48(3), shall be subject
to the approval of the Company in General Meeting.

8. (1) The rights attached to shares issued upon special conditions
shall be clearly defined in the Memorandum of Association or
these Articles. In the event of preference shares being issued
the total nominal value of issued preference shares shall not
at any time exceed the total nominal value of the issued
ordinary shares and preference shareholders will be deemed
to have the same rights as ordinary shareholders as regards
the receiving of notices, reports and balance sheets and the
attending of General Meetings of the Company and
preference shareholders shall also have the right to vote at
any meeting convened for the purpose of reducing the capital
or winding up or sanctioning a sale of the undertaking or
where the proposal to be submitted to the meeting directly
affects their rights and privileges or when the dividend on the
preference shares is more than six months in arrears.

(2) The Company has power to issue further preference capital
ranking equally with, or in priority to, preference shares
already issued.

9. If at any time the share capital is divided into different classes, the
rights attached to any class (unless otherwise provided by the terms
of issue of the shares of that class) may, subject to the provisions of
the Act, whether or not the Company is being wound up, be varied
or abrogated either with the consent in writing of the holders of
three-quarters in nominal value of the issued shares of the class or
with the sanction of a Special Resolution passed at a separate
General Meeting of the holders of shares of the class and to every
such Special Resolution the provisions of Section 184 of the Act
shall, with such adaptations as are necessary, apply. To every such
separate General Meeting the provisions of these Articles relating to
General Meetings shall mutatis mutandis apply; but so that the
necessary quorum shall be two persons at least holding or
representing by proxy or by attorney one-third of the issued shares
of the class and that any holder of shares of the class present in
person or by proxy or by attorney may demand a poll. Provided
always that where the necessary majority for such a Special
Resolution is not obtained at the Meeting, consent in writing if
obtained from the holders of three-fourths of the issued shares of
the class concerned within two months of the Meeting shall be as
valid and effectual as a Special Resolution, carried at the Meeting.
The foregoing provisions of this Article shall apply to the variation or
abrogation of the special rights attached to some only of the shares
of any class as if each group of shares of the class differently
treated formed a separate class the special rights whereof are to be
varied.

10. The rights conferred upon the holders of the shares of any class
issued with preferred or other rights shall, unless otherwise
expressly provided by the terms of issue of the shares of that class
or by these Articles as are in force at the time of such issue, be
deemed to be varied by the creation or issue of further shares
ranking equally therewith.
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11. The Company may exercise the powers of paying commission
conferred by the Act, provided that the rate per cent. or the amount
of the commission paid or agreed to be paid shall be disclosed in
the manner required by the Act and the commission shall not
exceed the rate of ten per cent. of the price at which the shares in
respect whereof the same is paid are issued or an amount equal to
ten per cent. of that price (as the case may be). Such commission
may be satisfied by the payment of cash or the allotment of fully or
partly paid shares, or partly in one way and partly in the other. The
Company may also on any issue of shares pay such brokerage as
may be lawful.

12. If any shares of the Company are issued for the purpose of raising
money to defray the expenses of the construction of any works or
buildings or the provision of any plant which cannot be made
profitable for a long period, the Company may, subject to the
conditions and restrictions mentioned in the Act, pay interest on so
much of the share capital as is for the time being paid up and may
charge the same to capital as part of the cost of the construction or
provision.

13. Except as required by law, no person shall be recognised by the
Company as holding any share upon any trust and the Company
shall not be bound by or compelled in any way to recognise (even
when having notice thereof) any equitable, contingent, future or
partial interest in any share or any interest in any fractional part of a
share or (except only as by these Articles or by law otherwise
provided) any other rights in respect of any share, except an
absolute right to the entirety thereof in the person (other than the
Depository) entered in the Register of Members as the registered
holder thereof or (as the case may be) person whose name is
entered in the Depository Register in respect of that share.

14. (1) The Company shall not be bound to register more than three
persons as the registered joint holders of any share except in
the case of executors or administrators of the estate of a
deceased Member.

(2) If two or more persons are entered in the Register of
Members or (as the case may be) the Depository Register as
joint holders of any share any one of such persons may give
effectual receipts for any dividend payable in respect of such
share and such joint holders shall, subject to the provisions of
the Act, be severally as well as jointly liable for the payment
of all instalments and calls and interest due in respect of
such share. Joint holders whose names are entered in the
Register of Members or (as the case may be) the Depository
Register shall be deemed to be one Member. The delivery of
a certificate for a share to one of several registered joint
holders shall be sufficient delivery to all such holders.

15. No person shall be recognised by the Company as having title to a
fractional part of a share otherwise than as the sole or a joint holder
of the entirety of such share.

APPENDIX 1 – GENERAL INFORMATION

75

Power to pay
commission and
brokerage.

Power to charge
interest on
capital.

Exclusion of
equities.

Joint holders.

Rights and
liabilities of joint
holders.

Fractional part of
a share.



16. If by the conditions of allotment of any shares the whole or any part
of the amount of the issue price thereof shall be payable by
instalments every such instalment shall, when due, be paid to the
Company by the person who for the time being shall be the holder
of the share or his personal representatives, but this provision shall
not affect the liability of any allottee who may have agreed to pay
the same.

17. The certificate of title to shares in the capital of the Company shall
be issued under the Seal in such form as the Directors shall from
time to time prescribe and may bear the autographic or facsimile
signatures of at least two Directors, or one Director and the
Secretary or some other person appointed by the Directors in place
of the Secretary for the purpose, and shall specify the number and
class of shares to which it relates and the amounts paid thereon.
The facsimile signatures may be reproduced by mechanical or other
means provided the method or system of reproducing signatures
has first been approved by the Auditors of the Company.

18. (1) Subject to the terms and conditions of any application for
shares, the Directors shall allot shares applied for within ten
market days of the closing date (or such other period as may
be approved by any Stock Exchange upon which the shares
in the Company may be listed) of any such application. The
Directors may, at any time after the allotment of any share but
before any person has been entered in the Register of
Members as the holder or (as the case may be) before that
share is entered against the name of a Depositor in the
Depository Register, recognise a renunciation thereof by the
allottee in favour of some other person and may accord to
any allottee of a share a right to effect such renunciation
upon and subject to such terms and conditions as the
Directors may think fit to impose.

(2) Subject to the payment of all or any part of the stamp duty
payable (if any) on each share certificate prior to the delivery
thereof which the Directors in their absolute discretion may
require, every person whose name is entered as a Member in
the Register of Members shall be entitled to receive within
ten market days (or such other period as may be approved by
any Stock Exchange upon which the shares in the Company
may be listed) of the closing date of any application for
shares, or, as the case may be, the date of lodgment of a
registrable transfer (or such other period as may be approved
by any Stock Exchange upon which the shares in the
Company may be listed) one certificate for all his shares of
any one class or to several certificates in reasonable
denominations each for a part of the shares so allotted or
transferred. Where such a Member transfers part only of the
shares comprised in a certificate or where such a Member
requires the Company to cancel any certificate or certificates
and issue new certificates for the purpose of subdividing his
holding in a different manner the old certificate or certificates
shall be cancelled and a new certificate or certificates for the
balance of such shares issued in lieu thereof and such
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Member shall pay to the Company the amount of proper duty,
if any, with which each such new certificate is chargeable
under any law for the time being in force relating to stamps
prior to the delivery thereof together with a further fee not
exceeding $2 for each such new certificate or such other fee
as the Directors may determine having regard to any
limitation thereof as may be prescribed by any Stock
Exchange upon which the shares in the Company may be
listed.

(3) For the purpose of this Article 18, “market day” means a day
on which the Singapore Exchange Securities Trading Limited
is open for trading in securities.

19. Subject to the provisions of the Act, if any share certificate shall be
defaced, worn out, destroyed, lost or stolen, it may be renewed on
such evidence being produced and a letter of indemnity (if required)
being given by the shareholder, transferee, person entitled,
purchaser, member firm or member company of any Stock
Exchange upon which the Company is listed or on behalf of its or
their client or clients as the Directors of the Company shall require,
and (in case of defacement or wearing out) on delivery up of the old
certificate and in any case on payment of such sum not exceeding
$2 for each share certificate as the Directors may from time to time
require together with the amount of the proper duty with which such
share certificate is chargeable under any law for the time being in
force relating to stamps. In the case of destruction, loss or theft, a
shareholder or person entitled to whom such renewed certificate is
given shall also bear the loss and pay to the Company all expenses
incidental to the investigations by the Company of the evidence of
such destruction or loss.

4. CONVERTIBLE SECURITIES 

As at the Latest Practicable Date, to the best of the knowledge of the Directors, there are no
instruments convertible into, rights to subscribe for, and options in respect of, securities being
offered for or which carry voting rights affecting the Shares in the Company.

5. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 

5.1 Interests of Company in Shares of TCPL

Neither the Company nor its subsidiaries has any direct or indirect interests in the shares of TCPL
as at the Latest Practicable Date.

5.2 Dealings in Shares of TCPL by Company 

Neither the Company nor its subsidiaries have dealt in the shares of TCPL during the period
commencing three months prior to 6 January 2008, being the TCPL Offer Announcement Date and
ending on the Latest Practicable Date.

5.3 Interests of Directors in Shares of TCPL

None of the Directors has any direct or indirect interests in the shares of TCPL as at the Latest
Practicable Date.
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5.4 Dealings in Shares of TCPL by Directors

None of the Directors has dealt in the shares of TCPL during the period commencing three months
prior to 6 January 2008 being the TCPL Offer Announcement Date, and ending on the Latest
Practicable Date.

5.5 Interests of Directors in Shares 

Save as disclosed below, as at the Latest Practicable Date, none of the Directors has an interest,
direct or indirect, in the Shares.

Direct Deemed

Director No. of Shares %(1) No. of Shares %(1)

Mr Michael Wong Pakshong 26,400 0.01 – –

Professor Lim Chong Yah 12,000 n.m.(2) – –

Mr Michael Hwang 55,200 0.02 86,400 0.03

Mr Norman Ip Ka Cheung 23,640 0.01 25,644 0.01

Mr Razman Ariffin 1,200 n.m.(2) – –

Notes:

(1) Percentage interest is based on 325,897,000 issued Shares as at Latest Practicable Date.

(2) n.m. means not meaningful.

5.6 Dealings in Shares and Options by Directors

None of the Directors has dealt in the Shares during the period commencing three months prior to
6 January 2008 being the TCPL Offer Announcement Date, and ending on the Latest Practicable
Date.

5.7 Interests of the IFA in Shares 

None of CIMB-GK, its related corporations or funds whose investments are managed by CIMB-GK
or its related corporations on a discretionary basis, own or control any Shares as at the Latest
Practicable Date.
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5.8 Dealings in Shares by the IFA

Save for the proprietary dealings by CIMB-GK, which were not carried out in connection with the
Revised TCPL Offer or the KTIPL Offer, as disclosed below, none of CIMB-GK, its related
corporations or funds whose investments are managed by CIMB-GK or its related corporations on
a discretionary basis has dealt for value in the Shares during the period commencing three months
prior to 6 January 2008 (being the TCPL Offer Announcement Date) and ending on the Latest
Practicable Date.

Date No. of Shares Average price per Share
purchased / (sold) (S$)

8 October 2007 1,837 4.5275
8 October 2007 (1,872) 4.5800
9 October 2007 1,884 4.5690
9 October 2007 (2,000) 4.6000
10 October 2007 520 4.5977
10 October 2007 (1,000) 4.6400
11 October 2007 2,164 4.6051
11 October 2007 (2,000) 4.6600
12 October 2007 1,562 4.6422
12 October 2007 (2,000) 4.6600
15 October 2007 1,160 4.6200
15 October 2007 (1,000) 4.6600
16 October 2007 842 4.6206
16 October 2007 (1,000) 4.6600
19 October 2007 1,216 4.6198
19 October 2007 (1,000) 4.6600
22 October 2007 11 4.6400
25 October 2007 4,014 4.6346
25 October 2007 (4,000) 4.6700
26 October 2007 440 4.6327
26 October 2007 (177) 4.6800
29 October 2007 476 4.5600
30 October 2007 2,324 4.6423
30 October 2007 (3,000) 4.6867
31 October 2007 1,748 4.6400
31 October 2007 (2,000) 4.7000
1 November 2007 400 4.6039
2 November 2007 400 4.6800
5 November 2007 400 4.6000
5 November 2007 (1,000) 4.7000
6 November 2007 1,060 4.6679
7 November 2007 1,288 4.7011
7 November 2007 (2,000) 4.7400
9 November 2007 252 4.7083
12 November 2007 151 4.7000
12 November 2007 (1,000) 4.7400
13 November 2007 368 4.6625
15 November 2007 1,000 4.7005
15 November 2007 (1,000) 4.7400
16 November 2007 2,026 4.6605
16 November 2007 (2,000) 4.7300
19 November 2007 (197) 4.7200
20 November 2007 800 4.6800
20 November 2007 (1,000) 4.7400
21 November 2007 766 4.7007
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Date No. of Shares Average price per Share
purchased / (sold) (S$)

22 November 2007 (286) 4.7400
23 November 2007 1,330 4.7014
26 November 2007 385 4.7104
26 November 2007 (2,000) 4.7400
27 November 2007 697 4.7208
28 November 2007 1,880 4.7030
28 November 2007 (2,000) 4.7600
29 November 2007 764 4.7000
29 November 2007 (1,000) 4.7600
30 November 2007 852 4.7049
30 November 2007 (1,000) 4.7800
3 December 2007 1,210 4.7878
3 December 2007 (1,026) 4.8400
4 December 2007 1,044 4.8409
4 December 2007 (1,000) 4.9000
5 December 2007 2,440 4.9000
5 December 2007 (3,000) 4.9733
6 December 2007 626 4.9425
6 December 2007 (526) 5.0000
7 December 2007 2,612 4.9954
7 December 2007 (2,161) 5.0963
10 December 2007 1,329 5.0631
10 December 2007 (1,065) 5.1000
11 December 2007 1,188 5.0685
11 December 2007 (1,000) 5.1500
12 December 2007 (1,000) 5.1500
14 December 2007 320 5.0000
17 December 2007 640 4.9800
17 December 2007 (1,000) 5.0500
27 December 2007 120 5.0065
28 December 2007 884 4.9607
28 December 2007 (1,000) 5.0700
8 January 2008 8,346 5.6278
8 January 2008 (8,000) 5.6500
9 January 2008 775 5.6045
9 January 2008 (1,150) 5.6600

5.9 Accepting or Rejecting the Revised TCPL Offer

Mr Michael Wong Pakshong, Mr Norman Ip Ka Cheung and Mr Razman Ariffin do not intend to
accept the Revised TCPL Offer in respect of the Shares they have an interest in (direct or
deemed). Professor Lim Chong Yah and Mr Michael Hwang have not made any decision as to
whether to accept or reject the Revised TCPL Offer in respect of the Shares they have an interest
in (direct or deemed).

6. OTHER DISCLOSURES 

6.1 Directors’ Service Contracts

There are no service contracts between any Director or proposed Director with the Company or
any of its subsidiaries with more than 12 months to run and which cannot be terminated by the
employing company within the next 12 months without paying any compensation. In addition, there
are no service contracts entered into or amended between any Director or proposed Director with,
the Company during the period between the start of six months preceding 6 January 2008 being
the TCPL Offer Announcement Date, and the Latest Practicable Date.
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6.2 No Payment or Benefit to Directors

It is not proposed, in connection with the Revised TCPL Offer, that any payment or other benefit be
made or given to any Director or to any director of any other corporation which is, by virtue of
Section 6 of the Act, deemed to be related to the Company as compensation for loss of office or
otherwise in connection with the Revised TCPL Offer.

6.3 No Agreement Conditional upon Outcome of Revised TCPL Offer

There are no agreements or arrangements made between any Director and any other person in
connection with or conditional upon the outcome of the Revised TCPL Offer.

6.4 Material Contracts entered into by TCPL

There are no material contracts entered into by TCPL in which any Director has a material personal
interest, whether direct or indirect.

7. FINANCIAL INFORMATION ON THE GROUP 

Set out below is certain financial information extracted from the unaudited consolidated interim
financial statements of the Group for the nine-month period ended 30 September 2007 (“3Q 2007”)
and from the audited consolidated financial statements of the Group for FY 2004, FY 2005 and FY
2006 respectively. The audited consolidated financial statements of the Group for FY2006 and the
unaudited consolidated interim financial statements of the Group for the nine-month period ended
30 September 2007 are set out in Appendices 3 and 4 to this Circular, respectively.

(S$’000) 3Q 2007 FY 2006 FY 2005 FY 2004

(Unaudited) (Audited) (Audited) (Audited)
(Restated)

Revenue 727,040 921,620 744,364 237,688

Exceptional Items 270,239 145,822 8,918 (8,551)

Profit before tax 344,090 224,535 91,179 60,347

Profit after tax 304,299 197,873 72,596 50,112

Minority Interest 3,748 3,855 2,593 (5,207)

Profit after tax and minority 300,551 194,018 70,003 55,319 
interest (attributable to equity 
holders of the Company)

Basic earnings
per Share (cents)(1) 92.2 57.9 19.6 15.5

Note:

(1) Basic earnings per Share is computed based on the weighted average number of Shares in issue during the financial
period. The weighted average number of ordinary shares represents the number of ordinary shares at the beginning
of the financial period, adjusted for new ordinary shares issued during the period, multiplied by a time-weighted factor.
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Set out below is a summary of the dividend per Share declared in respect of each of FY 2006, FY
2005 and FY 2004 by STC.

S$ (cents) Gross Net

In respect of FY 2006(1) 10.0 7.84

In respect of FY 2005(1) 26.0 26.0

In respect of FY 2004 6.0 5.9

Note:

(1) Dividend per Share declared in respect of FY 2006 and FY 2005 include special dividends of 4 cents and 20 cents
per Share respectively.

8. MATERIAL CHANGES IN FINANCIAL POSITION

Save as disclosed in this Circular, the unaudited consolidated financial results of the Group for the
three-month period ended 31 March 2007, the six-month period ended 30 June 2007 and the nine-
month period ended 30 September 2007 as announced on 10 May 2007, 14 August 2007 and 9
November 2007 respectively and any other information on the Group which is publicly available
(including without limitation, the announcements released by the Group on the SGX-ST), there
have been no material changes to the financial position of the Company since 31 December 2006,
being the date of the last audited accounts of the Company laid before the shareholders of the
Company in general meeting.

The Company is taking steps to expedite the release of its preliminary results for FY 2007 and in
any event proposes to do so by 26 February 2008. In part, the date its results are released is
dependent on when MSC, which is a listed company on the Main Board of the Bursa Malaysia
Securities Berhad, releases its results for FY 2007.

9. RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

9.1 FY 2007 Prospects

On 22 February 2007, the Company stated in its announcement of the financial results for FY 2006
that “the overall earnings of the Group in 2007 are expected to be lower than in 2006 due to
substantial exceptional gains recorded in 2006” (the “Prospects Statement”). The Prospects
Statement is no longer applicable for the following reasons:

(1) for the nine-month period ended 30 September 2007, the Company has already reported an
unaudited consolidated net profit attributable to equity holders of S$300.6 million or a 214.9
per cent. increase over the corresponding period in 2006. In fact, this nine-month profit has
already exceeded the full year 2006 profit of S$194.0 million. The significant improvement
was due primarily to exceptional gains amounting to S$270.2 million for the nine-month
period ended 30 September 2007, of which S$262.1 million was from changes in the fair
value of investment properties. These changes in the fair value were not anticipated at the
time the Prospects Statement was made; and

(2) full year 2007 profit attributable to equity holders will likely improve further as:

(a) the Group is expected to report positive operating profit in Q4 2007; and

(b) further positive fair value adjustments are expected from the Group’s investment
properties.
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9.2 Outlook

Going forward, the Group expects all its core operations to contribute positively to earnings as:

Metals and mineral resources

Barring any unforeseen circumstances and in the light of the current high tin prices, the Group’s tin
mining and smelting operations should continue to contribute positively. In addition, in the longer
term, potential contribution can be expected from:

(1) new strategic alliances and joint ventures (albeit in their early stages) announced by MSC in
the second half of 2007. These will expand MSC’s operations as an increasingly diversified
regional mineral resource company; and

(2) MSC’s acquisition of a stake in Asian Mineral Resources Limited whose production of nickel
is scheduled to commence in early 2009.

Hotel investment and management

The addition to the Group’s hotel management portfolio in Christchurch (New Zealand), Kuala
Lumpur (Malaysia), Guilin (PRC), Fujairah (United Arab Emirates) and Shanghai (PRC), are
scheduled to commence operations in 2008/2009.

Property investment and development

Given the current strong rental and high demand for office space in the central business district in
Singapore, completion of the redevelopment of the Straits Trading Building in 2009 will significantly
increase the Group’s rental income. Other major property development activities that the Group
may undertake:

(1) the redevelopment of Rendezvous Observation City in Perth, Australia into a mixed
development consisting of a boutique hotel, high-end residential apartments and
retail/commercial areas; and

(2) the development, construction and completion of a hotel-cum-retail complex on OCBC
Bank’s existing Specialists’ Centre and Hotel Phoenix site. As announced on 10 January
2008, the Company is currently in advanced discussions with OCBC Bank on this
redevelopment project.

With a clear focus on shareholders’ value, the Group will continue to review its business strategy
and prioritise the allocation of funds to enhance shareholders’ value and to generate higher return
to shareholders in the long term.

In connection with the Revised TCPL Offer and the KTIPL Offer, the Company has appointed the
Valuers to value the Properties. A copy of the Valuation Reports is set out in Appendix 8 to this
Circular.

10. SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES

The significant accounting policies of the Group which are disclosed in Note 2 of the audited
consolidated financial statements of the Group for FY 2006 are reproduced in Appendix 3 of this
Circular.

11. CHANGES IN ACCOUNTING POLICIES

The changes in the significant accounting policies of the Group which are disclosed in Note 2 of
the audited consolidated financial statements of the Group for FY 2006 are reproduced in Appendix
3 of this Circular.
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12. MATERIAL CONTRACTS

Save as disclosed below, neither the Company nor any of its subsidiaries have entered into any
material contracts with interested persons (other than those entered into in the ordinary course of
business) during the period commencing three years before 6 January 2008, being the TCPL Offer
Announcement Date, and ending on the Latest Practicable Date.

(i) In connection with the Group’s take-over of MSC, STASB was granted a two-year term loan
of MYR59,294,232 by OCBC Bank Malaysia, which was to be repaid in April 2007. The loan
was granted upon normal commercial terms and was guaranteed by the Company. The
interest rate ranged from 4.1 per cent. to 4.8 per cent. per annum and the interest was
payable on the last day of each interest period of three months.

(ii) In August 2005, the Company disposed of its entire 15.1 per cent. stake in Straits Lion Asset
Management Limited, at a consideration of S$43,068,000, to Orient Holdings Private Limited
and GEH, both of which are subsidiaries of OCBC Bank.

(iii) In April 2006, pursuant to Section 78G of the Act, the Company completed a selective
capital reduction exercise. This capital reduction exercise involved the cancellation of
30,503,000 shares in the issued share capital of the Company held by OCBC Bank and The
Overseas Assurance Corporation Limited (“OAC”), an indirect subsidiary of OCBC Bank. The
Company paid OCBC Bank and OAC a cash distribution of S$2.966 for each share, totalling
S$90,471,898.

(iv) In connection with the Group’s take-over of MSC, STASB was granted a one-year term loan
of MYR59,294,232 by OCBC Bank Malaysia, which is to be repaid in April 2008. The loan
was granted upon normal commercial terms and is guaranteed by the Company. The interest
rate ranges from 4.2 per cent. to 4.6 per cent. per annum and the interest is payable on the
last day of each interest period of one month.

13. MATERIAL LITIGATION

Save as disclosed by the Group in its annual reports or announcements, neither the Company nor
any of its subsidiaries are engaged in any material litigation as plaintiff or defendant which might
materially and adversely affect the financial position of the Group as a whole. Save as disclosed by
the Group in its annual reports or announcements, the Directors are not aware of any proceedings
pending or threatened against the Company or any of its subsidiaries or of any facts likely to give
rise to any proceedings which might materially or adversely affect the financial position of the
Group taken as a whole.

14. GENERAL

14.1 Costs and Expenses

All expenses and costs incurred by the Company in relation to the TCPL Offer and the Revised
TCPL Offer will be borne by the Company.

14.2 Consent of the IFA

CIMB-GK has given and has not withdrawn its written consent to the issue of this Circular with the
inclusion herein of its name, its letter dated 3 February 2008 relating to its advice to the
Independent Directors in respect of the Revised TCPL Offer, its letter dated 3 February 2008 set
out in Appendix 7 to this Circular in relation to the Updated Statement of Prospects and all
references thereto, in the form and context in which they appear in this Circular.
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14.3 Consent of the Auditors

Ernst & Young has given and has not withdrawn its written consent to the issue of this Circular with
the inclusion herein of its name, the independent auditor’s report relating to the audited
consolidated financial statements for the Group for FY 2006, its letter dated 3 February 2008 set
out in Appendix 6 to this Circular in relation to the Updated Statement of Prospects and all
references thereto, in the form and context in which they appear in this Circular.

14.4 Consent of the Valuers

The Valuers have given and have not withdrawn their written consent to the issue of this Circular
with the inclusion herein of their names, the Valuation Reports and references thereto, in the form
and context in which they appear in this Circular.

15. DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION

Copies of the following documents will be available for inspection at the registered office of the
Company at 18 Cross Street #15-01, Singapore 048423, during normal business hours for the
period which the Revised TCPL Offer remains open for acceptance:

(a) the Memorandum and Articles of Association of the Company;

(b) the Annual Report of the Company for FY 2004, FY 2005 and FY 2006;

(c) the unaudited consolidated financial results for the nine-month period ended 30 September
2007;

(d) the IFA Letter;

(e) the Valuation Reports; and 

(f) the letters of consent referred to in paragraph 14 above.
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1. TCPL

The following information on TCPL has been extracted from Appendix 1 to the TCPL Offer
Document. Unless otherwise defined, all terms and expressions used in the extract below shall
have the same meanings as those defined in the TCPL Offer Document:

“1. Directors

The names, addresses and descriptions of all the Directors as at the Latest Practicable Date
are as follows:

Name Address Description

Chew Gek Khim 42 Cairnhill Road, #19-01, Director
Tan Chin Tuan Mansion,
Singapore 229661

Chew Gek Hiang 42 Cairnhill Road, #18-01, Director
Tan Chin Tuan Mansion,
Singapore 229661

Chew Kwee San 42 Cairnhill Road, #17-01, Director
Tan Chin Tuan Mansion,
Singapore 229661

2. Principal Activities and Share Capital 

The principal activity of the Offeror is that of an investment holding entity for the Tecity
Group’s shares in STC. As at the Latest Practicable Date, the Offeror has an issued and
paid-up capital of S$416,791,676.

3. Registered Office 

The registered office of the Offeror is 42 Cairnhill Road, #02-01, Tan Chin Tuan Mansion,
Singapore 229661.

4. Summary of Financial Information 

As the Offeror was incorporated on 4 March 2005 and had been a dormant company
between the date of its incorporation and 31 December 2007, no audited financial
statements of the Offeror have been prepared since the date of its incorporation.

5. Material Changes in Financial Position 

Save as a result of the making and financing of the Offer, there have been no known
material changes in the financial position of the Offeror since 31 December 2007.”
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2. HOLDINGS AND DEALINGS IN THE SHARES

The following information on the holdings of, and dealings in, the Shares by TCPL and certain
parties acting in concert with TCPL is extracted from Appendix III to the TCPL Offer Document:

“1. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 

(a) As at the Latest Practicable Date, save as disclosed below, neither the Offeror, its
Directors nor any of the parties acting in concert with them, owns, controls or has
agreed to acquire any Shares or securities which carry voting rights in STC or are
convertible into Shares or securities which carry voting rights in STC, or rights to
subscribe for or options in respect of Shares or such securities.

Number of Shares % of the issued
Name Direct interest Shares as at the

Latest Practicable Date

Offeror 76,749,109 23.55%

Chew Gek Khim 41,200 0.01%

Chew Gek Hiang 23,000 0.01%

Dr Tan Kheng Lian 4,860 0.00%

Dr Chew Beng Keng 66,768 0.02%

(b) Save as disclosed in Appendix VI, neither the Offeror, its Directors nor any of the
parties acting in concert with them, has dealt for value in the Shares during the period
commencing three (3) months prior to 6 January 2008 (being the Offer Announcement
Date) and ending on the Latest Practicable Date.

(c) As at the Latest Practicable Date, no person has given any irrevocable undertaking to
the Offeror or any party acting in concert with them, to accept or reject the Offer.

(d) As at the Latest Practicable Date, neither the Offeror nor any party acting in concert
with them has entered into any arrangement of the kind referred to in Note 7 on Rule
12 of the Code, including indemnity or option arrangements and any agreement or
understanding, formal or informal, of whatever nature, relating to the Shares which
may be an inducement to deal or refrain from dealing in the Shares.

(e) As at the Latest Practicable Date, there is no agreement, arrangement or
understanding between (i) the Offeror, or any party acting in concert with them and (ii)
any of the present or recent directors of STC, or the present or recent Shareholders or
any other person that is conditional upon, or has any connection with or dependence
upon, the Offer.

(f) As at the Latest Practicable Date, save for the possible creation of security interests
over the Offer Shares acquired pursuant to the Offer in favour of the financier of the
Offeror, there is no agreement, arrangement or understanding whereby any of the
Offer Shares acquired by the Offeror pursuant to the Offer will or may be transferred to
any other persons.
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(g) As at the Latest Practicable Date, there is no agreement, arrangement or
understanding for payment or other benefit being made or given to any director of STC
or to any director of any corporation which is by virtue of Section 6 of the Act deemed
to be related to STC, as compensation for loss of office or as consideration for, or in
connection with, his retirement from office or otherwise in connection with the Offer.

(h) Save as disclosed in this Offer Document and save for information relating to the
Offeror and the Offer that is publicly available, there has been no material change in
any information previously published by or on behalf of the Offeror during the period
commencing from the Offer Announcement Date and ending on the Latest Practicable
Date.”
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APPENDIX 3 – AUDITED CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE GROUP FOR FY 2006

The audited consolidated financial statements for the Group for FY2006 set out below have been
reproduced from the Company’s Annual Report for FY2006.
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APPENDIX 4 – UNAUDITED CONSOLIDATED INTERIM 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE GROUP FOR THE NINE-MONTH PERIOD

ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2007

THE STRAITS TRADING COMPANY LIMITED
Company Registration No.: 188700008D 

The Straits Trading Group 

Financial Highlights 

Profit before exceptional items increased from $14.3 million in Q3 2006 to $16.0 million in Q3 
2007 due to better operational results from all core businesses except for property with the 
absence of sale of condominium units. Net earnings, however, were lower at $9.8 million in Q3 
2007 compared with $31.1 million in Q3 2006 as the latter included an exceptional gain of $27.1 
million from the disposal of properties in Singapore and Malaysia.

Year to date, the Group reported substantially higher net earnings of $300.6 million compared
with $95.4 million in the previous corresponding period contributed mainly by the recognition of 
substantial fair value surpluses recorded in Q2 2007. The higher earnings were also boosted by 
better operational results from all business units except for investment income which had 
declined slightly. 

Net Asset Value per share rose from $3.96 in December 2006 to $5.07 in September 2007,
aided further by the increase in fair value of the Group’s financial investments. 

$ million Q3 2007 Q3 2006 +/(-) YTD 2007 YTD 2006 +/(-)
% (9 mths) (9 mths) %

Total Revenues 269.9 219.5 23.0 727.0 608.1 19.6

Profit from Operations Before 
Taxation 16.0 41.4 (61.3) 344.1 112.5 206.0

Profit from Operations Before 
Exceptional Items 16.0 14.3 11.8 73.9 47.1 56.8

Profit Attributable to Equity 
Holders of the Company 9.8 31.1 (68.5) 300.6 95.4 214.9

 Earnings per Share 3.0 cents 9.5 cents 92.2 cents 28.2 cents

As at As at 
30.9.2007 31.12.2006

Equity Attributable to Equity Holders of the Company $1,652,278,000 $1,289,322,000

Net Asset Value per Share $5.07 $3.96

N.B.: All in Singapore dollars. 

The unaudited consolidated interim financial statements for the Group for the nine-month period ended
30 September 2007 set out below have been extracted from the announcement by the Company on 9
November 2007, and was not specifically prepared for inclusion in this Circular. The figures have not been
audited.
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The Straits Trading Company Limited (Company Registration No. : 188700008D)
Third Quarter and Nine Months Financial Statement for the Period Ended 30 September 2007 

PART I - INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS OF QUARTERLY (Q1, Q2 & 
Q3), HALF-YEAR AND FULL YEAR RESULTS 

1(a) An income statement (for the group) together with a comparative statement for the 
corresponding period of the immediately preceding financial year. 

The unaudited results of the Group for the 3rd quarter and nine months ended 30 September 2007 are as 
follows :- 

3rd Quarter (Q3) Nine Months Ended 
30 September 

2007 2006 2007 2006
$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Revenues
Tin mining and smelting revenue 214,015 170,352 517,857 466,229
Hotel revenue 39,026 25,183 111,968 71,156
Property revenue 10,349 15,117 56,710 39,386
Proceeds from sale of trading securities 1,166 - 4,189 1,786
Investment income, gross 4,122 2,350 11,894 13,377
Fair value changes of financial assets (1,997) 2,195 14,904 3,320
Other revenues including interest income 3,245 4,291 9,518 12,877

Total Revenues 269,926 219,488 727,040 27 608,131

Costs and Expenses 
Employee benefits expenses (20,446) (16,265) (63,728) (46,212)
Depreciation and amortisation (4,232) (5,437) (13,930) (14,485)
Exchange (losses)/gains (614) 107 (1,545) (2,590)
Cost of tin mining and smelting (178,219) (152,868) (432,912) (411,269)
Costs of trading securities sold (1,108) - (3,803) (1,768)
Other operating expenses (47,320) (28,721) (132,420) (78,397)

Total Costs and Expenses (251,939) (203,184) (648,338) (554,721)

Profit from Operations 17,987 16,304 78,702 53,410
Finance costs (2,121) (2,306) (5,369) (8,390)
Share of results of joint ventures 21 (59) 83 33
Share of results of associates 114 368 435 2,057

Profit from Operations Before Exceptional Items 16,001 14,307 73,851 47,110
Exceptional items 32 27,087 270,239 65,354

Profit from Operations Before Taxation 16,033 41,394 344,090 112,464
Taxation (5,095) (9,243) (39,791) (13,805)

Profit for the period 10,938 32,151 304,299 98,659

Attributable to : 
Equity holders of the Company 9,776 31,063 300,551 95,430
Minority interests 1,162 1,088 3,748 3,229

10,938 32,151 304,299 98,659
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Exceptional Items comprise :- 
3rd Quarter (Q3) Nine Months Ended 

30 September 
2007 2006 2007 2006
$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

(a) Net surplus on disposal of investments - 20 6,119 18,070

(b) Net surplus on disposal of a subsidiary - - - 11,856

(c) Net gain on disposal of properties 32 27,067 2,037 28,377

(d) Fair value changes of investment 
properties - - 262,083 6,957

(e) Compensation award on land acquired - - - 94
--------- --------- ---------- ----------

32 27,087 270,239 65,354
--------- --------- ---------- ----------
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1(b)(i) A balance sheet (for the issuer and group), together with a comparative statement as at the 
end of the immediately preceding financial year. 

Balance Sheets as at 30 September 2007 
GROUP COMPANY

30 September 2007 31 December 2006 30 September 2007 31 December 2006 
$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 

(Restated) (Restated)
Non-Current Assets 
Property, plant and equipment 207,917 211,564 172 105
Investment properties 695,875 416,353 101,430 76,575 
Base inventory 1,309 1,303 - -
Investments in subsidiaries - - 120,470 120,191 
Amounts due from subsidiaries - - 82,135 75,920 
Joint ventures 307 204 - -
Associates 11,435 18,908 3,585 3,585 
Investments 385,735 304,128 286,284 212,106 
Mining rights 1,985 3,076 - -
Management rights 865 940 - -
Deferred tax assets 8,400 8,626 - -
Goodwill on consolidation 23,342 23,249 - -
Other non-current assets 11,820 6,358 - -

-------------- -------------- -------------- --------------
1,348,990 994,709 594,076 488,482 

-------------- -------------- -------------- --------------
Current Assets 
Properties held for sale 13,677 23,681 - -
Inventories 142,099 132,267 - -
Marketable securities 90,058 69,236 - -
Trade and other receivables 102,873 86,152 2,515 1,171 
Amounts due from subsidiaries - - 348,833 381,049 
Tax recoverables 9,703 8,928 - 5
Other financial assets 901 835 - -
Cash at bank and on deposit 346,519 335,199 266,433 261,428 

705,830 656,298 617,781 643,653 
Assets classified as held for sale 305 7,020 305 -

706,135 663,318 618,086 643,653 
Current Liabilities 
Borrowings (159,456) (148,831) - -
Trade and other payables (61,962) (67,946) (3,471) (3,458)
Amounts due to subsidiaries - - (254,971) (285,116)
Other financial liabilities (2,646) (4,044) (147) (70)
Provision for taxation (20,108) (16,911) (1,650) (2,044)
Provisions (39) (36) - -

(244,211) (237,768) (260,239) (290,688)

Net Current Assets 461,924 425,550 357,847 352,965 
-------------- -------------- -------------- --------------

Non-Current Liabilities 
Borrowings (4,581) (32) - -
Provisions (6,382) (6,056) - -
Other non-current liabilities (40,531) (44,514) - -
Deferred tax liabilities (52,504) (28,687) (354) (2,242)

-------------- -------------- -------------- --------------
(103,998) (79,289) (354) (2,242)

-------------- -------------- -------------- --------------
NET ASSETS 1,706,916 1,340,970 951,569 839,205 

======== ======== ======== ========
Equity attributable to equity holders of the Company 
Share capital 265,928 265,928 265,928 265,928 
Reserves 1,386,350 1,023,394 685,641 573,277 

-------------- -------------- -------------- --------------
1,652,278 1,289,322 951,569 839,205 

Minority Interests 54,638 51,648 - -
-------------- -------------- -------------- --------------

TOTAL EQUITY 1,706,916 1,340,970 951,569 839,205 
======== ======== ======== ========

(Certain comparative figures have been adjusted to conform with current period’s presentation.) 
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1(b)(ii) Aggregate amount of group’s borrowings and debt securities. 

Amount repayable in one year or less, or on demand 

As at 30/9/2007 As at 31/12/2006 

Secured Unsecured Secured Unsecured
- $159,456,000 $13,000 $148,818,000

Amount repayable after one year 

As at 30/9/2007 As at 31/12/2006 

Secured Unsecured Secured Unsecured
- $4,581,000 $32,000 -
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1 (c) A cash flow statement (for the group), together with a comparative statement for the 
corresponding period of the immediately preceding financial year. 

Consolidated Cash Flow Statement for the 3rd quarter and nine months ended 30 September 2007 

3rd Quarter (Q3) Nine Months Ended 
30 September 

2007 2006 2007 2006
$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Cash flow from operating activities : 
Profit from operations 17,987 16,304 78,702 53,410 
Adjustments for : 

Interest income (2,241) (2,365) (6,795) (6,616)
Investment income (4,122) (2,350) (11,894) (13,377)
Depreciation of property, plant and equipment 3,799 3,892 11,110 11,334 
Gain on disposal of property, plant and equipment  (15) - (53) (92)
Property, plant and equipment written off 1 642 11 672
Amortisation of mining rights 331 408 1,012 1,236 
Amortisation of management rights 49 46 145 138
Amortisation of exploration and development cost 49 1,086 1,654 1,772 
Amortisation of deferred income (907) (1,679) (2,719) (3,684)
Amortisation of club membership 2 5 7 5
Changes in fair value on financial assets 1,997 (2,195) (14,904) (3,320)
Provision for mine reclamation cost 334 - 1,009 481
Provision for employee benefits 745 109 2,252 782
Write back of doubtful debts (55) (21) (429) (325)
Exploration costs written off - 246 - 602
Share-based payments - 40 - 40

Operating profit before working capital changes 17,954 14,168 59,108 43,058 
Decrease in properties held for sale 32 2,730 10,004 6,187 
(Increase)/Decrease in inventories (10,937) (9,467) (9,832) 22,598 
(Increase)/Decrease in marketable securities (5,146) (527) (4,348) 93
Increase in trade and other receivables (11,565) (8,636) (17,434) (52,343)
(Decrease)/Increase in trade and other payables (1,619) 8,284 (9,553) (1,699)

Cash (used in)/generated from operations (11,281) 6,552 27,945 17,894 
Interest expense (1,508) (1,866) (5,469) (7,193)
Income tax (paid)/refund (5,696) 2,576 (15,885) (6,963)
Investment income 4,122 2,350 11,894 13,377 
Dividends from associates 8,005 - 8,005 21
Interest income 2,219 2,366 7,320 6,691 

Net cash flow (used in)/from operating activities (4,139) 11,978 33,810 23,827 

Cash flow from investing activities : 
Proceeds from sale of property, plant and equipment 983 13,819 9,250 33,161 
Proceed from sale of property - - - 390,000 
Net cash flow from disposal of a subsidiary - - - 17,270 
Cost incurred on property, plant and equipment (6,019) (6,611) (14,303) (13,868)
Sale proceeds from investments - 112 8,197 53,128 
Purchase of investments - (248) (908) (442)
Net cash outflow on acquisition of a subsidiary (see note) - - (182) -
Payment of deferred mine development and exploration expenditure (3,732) (734) (6,941) (1,200)
Cost incurred on investment properties (4,053) (198) (6,236) (339)
Purchase of club membership - - - (139)
Acquisition of minority interests - (46,011) - (46,011)
Compensation award on land acquired - 94 - 94
Subscription of shares in an associate - (2,473) - (2,473)

Net cash flow (used in)/from investing activities (12,821) (42,250) (11,123) 429,181 

Cash flow from financing activities : 
Increase in borrowings/(loan repayment) 32,314 (837) 15,174 (219,874)
(Increase)/Decrease in amount due from a joint venture (3) (1) 141 61
Payment of dividends to minority shareholders of subsidiaries - (946) (806) (2,589)
Payment of dividends to shareholders (5,948) (6,518) (24,980) (84,733)
Payment pursuant to selective capital reduction and related expenses - - - (90,690)

Net cash flow from/(used in) financing activities 26,363 (8,302) (10,471) (397,825)

Net increase/(decrease) in cash and cash equivalents 9,403 (38,574) 12,216 55,183 
Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of financial period 340,259 251,483 335,199 159,719 
Effects of exchange rate changes on balances held in foreign currencies (3,143) (280) (896) (2,273)

Cash and cash equivalents at 30 September 346,519 212,629 346,519 212,629 

Cash and cash equivalents at 30 September consist of : 
Cash at bank and on deposit 346,519 212,629 346,519 212,629 
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Note: Acquisition of a Subsidiary

The fair value of the identifiable assets and liabilities of the subsidiary as at the date of 
acquisition was : 

Recognised on Carrying amount 
acquisition before combination

$’000 $’000

Other receivable 304 304

Net identifiable asset 304 304

Minority interests (122)

Total purchase consideration 182

Cash outflow on acquisition : 

 Cash paid (182)
Net cash at bank acquired -

Net cash outflow on acquisition (182)
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1(d)(i) A statement (for the issuer and group) showing either (i) all changes in equity or (ii) changes in 
equity other than those arising from capitalization issues and distributions to shareholders, 
together with a comparative statement for the corresponding period of the immediately 
preceding financial year. 

Statements of Changes in Equity for the period ended 30 September 2007

GROUP
Attributable to equity holders of the Company

Exchange Fair Share-based 
Share Revaluation translation value payment Revenue Total Minority Total

capital reserve reserve reserve reserve reserve reserves interests equity
$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

At 1 January 2007 265,928 927 (10,651) 147,642 33 885,443 1,023,394 51,648 1,340,970

Exchange adjustment - - 1,668 - - - 1,668 364 2,032

Profit for 1st quarter - - - - - 55,446 55,446 721 56,167

Net fair value changes on 
available-for-sale 
investments - - - 54,500 - - 54,500 (7) 54,493

Net fair value changes 
transferred to profit and 
loss account - - - (495) - - (495) - (495)

Net fair value changes on 
cash flow hedges - - - (216) - - (216) (46) (262)

Dividend on ordinary shares 
- 2nd interim dividend for 

2006, payable - - - - - (9,516) (9,516) - (9,516)

At 31 March 2007 265,928 927 (8,983) 201,431 33 931,373 1,124,781 52,680 1,443,389

Exchange adjustment - - 5,721 - - - 5,721 360 6,081

Profit for 2nd quarter - - - - - 235,329 235,329 1,865 237,194

Net fair value changes on 
available-for-sale 
investments - - - 48,846 - - 48,846 (15) 48,831

Net fair value changes 
  transferred to profit 
  and loss account - - - (3,380) - - (3,380) - (3,380)

Net fair value changes 
  on cash flow hedges - - - 1,155 - - 1,155 776 1,931

Dividend on ordinary shares 
- Special dividend for 2006, 
   paid - - - - - (9,516) (9,516) - (9,516)

Dividend to minority
shareholders of a subsidiary - - - - - - - (806) (806)

Minority interests arising 
from acquisition of a 
subsidiary - - - - - - - 122 122

Shares issued to a minority
shareholder by a subsidiary - - - - - - - 49 49

At 30 June 2007 265,928 927 (3,262) 248,052 33 1,157,186 1,402,936 55,031 1,723,895
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Statements of Changes in Equity for the period ended 30 September 2007 (cont’d)

GROUP
Attributable to equity holders of the Company

Exchange Fair Share-based
Share Revaluation translation value payment Revenue Total Minority Total

capital reserve reserve reserve reserve reserve reserves interests equity
$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Exchange adjustment - - (2,558) - - - (2,558) (994) (3,552)

Profit for 3rd quarter - - - - - 9,776 9,776 1,162 10,938

Net fair value changes on 
available-for-sale 
investments - - - (18,053) - - (18,053) 24 (18,029)

Net fair value changes 
  on cash flow hedges - - - 197 - - 197 (64) 133

Dividend on ordinary shares 
- 1st interim dividend for 

2007, paid - - - - - (5,948) (5,948) - (5,948)

Dividend to minority
shareholders of a 
subsidiary, payable - - - - - - - (521) (521)

At 30 September 2007 265,928 927 (5,820) 230,196 33 1,161,014 1,386,350 54,638 1,706,916
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Statements of Changes in Equity for the period ended 30 September 2007 (cont’d)

GROUP
Attributable to equity holders of the Company

Exchange Fair Share-based 
Share Revaluation translation value payment Revenue Total Minority Total

capital reserve reserve reserve reserve reserve reserves interests equity
$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

At 31 December 2005 
  as previously reported 356,400 77,590 (17,982) 148,156 33 665,246 873,043 56,420 1,285,863

Effect of adopting : 

FRS 40
Transfer of revaluation 

reserve arising from 
investment properties to 
revenue reserve - (76,443) - - - 76,443 - - -

Net revaluation surplus 
arising from properties 
reclassified to investment 
properties - - - - - 34,687 34,687 - 34,687

At 1 January 2006 
  as restated 356,400 1,147 (17,982) 148,156 33 776,376 907,730 56,420 1,320,550

Exchange adjustment - - (3,354) - - - (3,354) (392) (3,746)

Exchange loss transferred to 
profit and loss account - - 10,977 - - - 10,977 - 10,977

Profit for 1st quarter - - - - - 42,938 42,938 1,474 44,412

Net fair value changes on 
available-for-sale 
investments - - - 76,568 - - 76,568 (13) 76,555

Net fair value changes 
transferred to profit and 
loss account - - - (25,400) - - (25,400) - (25,400)

Net fair value changes on 
cash flow hedges - - - 1,234 - - 1,234 1,612 2,846

Minority interest on disposal 
of a subsidiary - - - - - - - 7,254 7,254

Dividend to minority
shareholders of subsidiary - - - - - - - (1,643) (1,643)

Dividend on ordinary shares 
- 2nd interim dividend for 

2005, payable - - - - - (13,036) (13,036) - (13,036)

At 31 March 2006 356,400 1,147 (10,359) 200,558 33 806,278 997,657 64,712 1,418,769
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Statements of Changes in Equity for the period ended 30 September 2007 (cont’d)

GROUP
Attributable to equity holders of the Company

Exchange Fair Share-based
Share Revaluation translation value payment Revenue Total Minority Total

capital reserve reserve reserve reserve reserve reserves interests equity
$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

Exchange adjustment - - (1,937) - - - (1,937) (974) (2,911)

Profit for 2nd quarter - - - - - 21,429 21,429 667 22,096

Net fair value changes on 
available-for-sale 
investments - - - (57,202) - - (57,202) (8) (57,210)

Net fair value changes 
  transferred to profit 
  and loss account - - - (231) - - (231) - (231)

Net fair value changes 
  on cash flow hedges - - - 936 - - 936 832 1,768

Reduction of share capital 
  pursuant to selective 
  capital reduction and 
  related expenses (90,472) - - - - (218) (218) - (90,690)

Dividend on ordinary shares 
- Special dividend for 2005, 

paid - - - - - (65,179) (65,179) - (65,179)

At 30 June 2006 265,928 1,147 (12,296) 144,061 33 762,310 895,255 65,229 1,226,412

Exchange adjustment - - (598) - - - (598) (468) (1,066)

Profit for 3rd quarter - - - - - 31,063 31,063 1,088 32,151

Net fair value changes on 
available-for-sale 
investments - - - (4,119) - - (4,119) (10) (4,129)

Net fair value changes 
  on cash flow hedges - - - (593) - - (593) (443) (1,036)

Fair value of options issued 
  by a subsidiary company - - - - 17 - 17 23 40

Acquisition of minority
  interest - - - - - - - (37,283) (37,283)

Dividend to minority
shareholders of a subsidiary
company - - - - - - - (946) (946)

Dividend on ordinary shares 
- 1st interim dividend for 

2006, paid - - - - - (6,518) (6,518) - (6,518)

At 30 September 2006 265,928 1,147 (12,894) 139,349 50 786,855 914,507 27,190 1,207,625
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Statements of Changes in Equity for the period ended 30 September 2007 (cont’d)

COMPANY
Exchange Fair 

Share translation value Revenue
capital reserve reserve reserve Total

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

At 1 January 2007 265,928 (1,232) 107,839 466,670 839,205

Exchange adjustment - 456 - - 456

Fair value changes on available-for-sale investments - - 45,569 - 45,569

Profit for 1st quarter - - - 6,348 6,348

Dividend on ordinary shares 
- 2nd interim dividend for 2006, payable - - - (9,516) (9,516)

At 31 March 2007 265,928 (776) 153,408 463,502 882,062

Exchange adjustment - 528 - - 528

Fair value changes on available-for-sale investments - - 40,199 - 40,199

Fair value changes transferred to profit and loss account - - (2,639) - (2,639)

Profit for 2nd quarter - - - 42,855 42,855

Dividend on ordinary shares 
- Special dividend for 2006, paid - - - (9,516) (9,516)

At 30 June 2007 265,928 (248) 190,968 496,841 953,489

Exchange adjustment - (737) - - (737)

Fair value changes on available-for-sale investments - - (8,065) - (8,065)

Profit for 3rd quarter - - - 12,830 12,830

Dividend on ordinary shares 
- 1st interim dividend for 2007, paid - - - (5,948) (5,948)

At 30 September 2007 265,928 (985) 182,903 503,723 951,569
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Statements of Changes in Equity for the period ended 30 September 2007 (cont’d)

COMPANY
Exchange Fair 

Share Revaluation translation value Revenue
capital reserve reserve reserve reserve Total

$’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000 $’000

At 31 December 2005 
  as previously reported 356,400 26,010 (468) 131,681 488,639 1,002,262

FRS 40
Transfer of revaluation reserve arising 

from investment properties to revenue 
reserve - (26,010) - - 26,010 -

Net revaluation surplus arising from 
properties reclassified to investment 
properties - - - - 29,718 29,718

At 1 January 2006 
 as restated 356,400 - (468) 131,681 544,367 1,031,980

Exchange adjustment - - (25) - - (25)

Fair value changes on available-for-sale 
investments - - - 49,756 - 49,756

Net fair value changes transferred to 
profit and loss account - - - (41,498) - (41,498)

Profit for 1st quarter - - - - 44,436 44,436

Cancellation of subsidiaries’ indebtedness - - - - (119,658) (119,658)

Dividend on ordinary shares 
- 2nd interim dividend for 2005, payable - - - - (13,036) (13,036)

At 31 March 2006 356,400 - (493) 139,939 456,109 951,955

Exchange adjustment - - (715) - - (715)

Profit for 2nd quarter - - - - 9,850 9,850

Fair value changes on available- 
  for-sale investments - - - (36,216) - (36,216)

Reduction of share capital pursuant to 
  selective capital reduction and 
  related expenses (90,472) - - - (218) (90,690)

Dividend on ordinary shares 
- Special dividend for 2005, paid - - - - (65,179) (65,179)

At 30 June 2006 265,928 - (1,208) 103,723 400,562 769,005

Exchange adjustment - - (458) - - (458)

Profit for 3rd quarter - - - - 12,584 12,584

Fair value changes on available- 
  for-sale investments - - - (3,584) - (3,584)

Dividend on ordinary shares 
- 1st interim dividend for 2006, paid - - - - (6,518) (6,518)

At 30 September 2006 265,928 - (1,666) 100,139 406,628 771,029
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1(d)(ii) Details of any changes in the company’s share capital arising from rights 
issue, bonus issue, share buy-backs, exercise of share options or warrants, 
conversion of other issues of equity securities, issue of shares for cash or as 
consideration for acquisition or for any other purpose since the end of the 
previous period reported on.  State also the number of shares that may be 
issued on conversion of all the outstanding convertibles as at the end of the 
current financial period reported on and as at the end of the corresponding 
period of the immediately preceding financial year. 

Not applicable. 

1(e) Negative assurance confirmation on interim financial results pursuant to Rule 
705(4) of the SGX’s Listing Manual. 

The Board of Directors of the Company hereby confirm that, to the best of their 
knowledge, nothing has come to the attention of the Board of Directors which may 
render the third quarter 2007 financial results to be false or misleading in any material 
aspect.

2. Whether the figures have been audited or reviewed and in accordance with 
which auditing standard or practice. 

The figures have not been audited or reviewed by the Company’s auditors. 

3. Where the figures have been audited or reviewed, the auditors’ report 
(including any qualifications or emphasis of matter). 

Not applicable. 

4. Whether the same accounting policies and methods of computation as in the 
issuer’s most recently audited annual financial statements have been applied. 

The Group has applied the same accounting policies and methods of computation in 
the preparation of the financial statements for the current reporting period compared 
with the audited financial statements as at 31 December 2006, as well as adoption of 
various relevant new or revised Financial Reporting Standard (FRS) and 
Interpretations to FRS (INT FRS) which become effective for the financial year 
beginning on or after 1 January 2007. 

5. If there are any changes in the accounting policies and methods of 
computation, including any required by an accounting standard, what has 
changed, as well as the reasons for, and the effect of, the change. 

The adoption of the new or revised FRS or INT FRS does not have any material 
financial impact on the Group and the Company. 
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6. Earnings per ordinary share of the group for the current financial period 
reported on and the corresponding period of the immediately preceding 
financial year, after deducting any provision for preference dividends. 

3rd Quarter (Q3) Nine Months Ended 
30 September 

2007 2006 2007 2006
Basic and Diluted Earnings per share for the 
  period based on Group profit attributable to 
  Equity Holders of the Company :- 3.0 cents 9.5 cents 92.2 cents 28.2 cents

7. Net asset value (for the issuer and group) per ordinary share based on issued 
share capital of the issuer at the end of the:- 

(a) current financial period reported on; and 

(b) immediately preceding financial year. 

Net asset value per share based on 
  issued share capital at the end of :- 30 September 2007 31 December 2006

 The Group $5.07 $3.96

 The Company $2.92 $2.58

8. A review of the performance of the group, to the extent necessary for a 
reasonable understanding of the group’s business. It must include a 
discussion of the following:-  

(a) any significant factors that affected the turnover, costs, and earnings of the 
group for the current financial period reported on, including (where 
applicable) seasonal or cyclical factors; and 

(b) any material factors that affected the cash flow, working capital, assets or 
liabilities of the group during the current financial period reported on. 

Overall review

The Group’s core businesses comprise (a) metals and mineral resources, (b) hotel 
investment and management, (c) property operations and (d) financial investments. 

Profit before exceptional items increased from $14.3 million in Q3 2006 to $16.0 
million in Q3 2007 due to better operational results from all core businesses except 
for property with the absence of sale of condominium units. Net earnings, however, 
were lower at $9.8 million in Q3 2007 compared with $31.1 million in Q3 2006 as the 
latter included an exceptional gain of $27.1 million from the disposal of properties in 
Singapore and Malaysia. 

Year to date, the Group reported substantially higher net earnings of $300.6 million 
compared with $95.4 million in the previous corresponding period contributed mainly 
by the recognition of substantial fair value surpluses recorded in Q2 2007. The higher 
earnings were also boosted by better operational results from all business units except 
for investment income which had declined slightly. 
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Segmental review

Metals and mineral resources

Malaysia Smelting Corporation Berhad (MSC) reported a slightly higher net profit of 
RM7.5 million in Q3 2007 compared with RM7.3 million in Q3 2006 due to higher 
tin prices. The improvement however was offset by lower production and higher tax 
charge. Although MSC’s principal subsidiary, PT Koba Tin had resumed operations 
in August 2007, its small scale mining activity within its Contract of Work area 
(COW) was much lower under a new sub-contracting arrangement. The latest revision 
in the provincial forestry boundary resulting in an enlarged production forest area 
within the COW’s boundary had also restricted small scale mining operations. MSC 
Group incurred an unrealised loss of $2.1 million arising from the changes in fair 
value in the hedging of the future sale of tin contracts compared with a $0.5 million 
loss in Q3 2006. 

Hotel investment and management

Hotel revenue increased 55.0% from $25.2 million in Q3 2006 to $39.0 million in Q3 
2007 as a number of Rendezvous and Marque hotels were added only in the later part 
of 2006. Significant increase in room rates have boosted revenue of Perth and 
Singapore hotels. Average room rates in Singapore increased as strong tourist arrivals 
led to tight room supply. Perth Hotel had also seen a higher volume of group inbound 
and aircrew sales and room rates had increased across all market segments. 

Hotel earnings for Q3 2007, from Singapore, Perth, Broome and Melbourne were 
substantially higher than Q3 2006. Total hotel contribution was higher compared with 
Q3 2006 despite losses incurred by the hotel in Auckland. The Group took over the 
management of the Auckland hotel in September 2006 under a lease contract. The 
hotel losses reflected room sales that were below expectation partly due to a weaker 
corporate and leisure market. 

Property operations

Property revenue fell 31.5% from $15.1 million in Q3 2006 to $10.3 million in Q3 
2007 as there was no sale of residential units in Singapore. Rental income however 
improved with higher rates for new/renewal leases. 

Financial investments

Similar to Q3 2006, minimal profit was reported from the sale of trading securities in 
Q3 2007. The Group continued to record a small $0.1 million increase in fair value on 
its trading securities in Q3 2007 while the increase in Q3 2006 was $2.7 million. 

On the other hand, dividend income from Group’s investments increased by 75.4% 
from $2.4 million in Q3 2006 to $4.1 million in Q3 2007, mainly due to higher and 
special dividend payouts from some of the Group’s investments. 
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9. Where a forecast, or a prospect statement, has been previously disclosed to 
shareholders, any variance between it and the actual results. 

No prospect statement was disclosed in the 2007 2nd quarter financial statements 
announcement made on 14 August 2007. 

10. A commentary at the date of the announcement of the significant trends and 
competitive conditions of the industry in which the group operates and any
known factors or events that may affect the group in the next reporting period 
and the next 12 months. 

Metals and mineral resources

With the reduction in PT Koba Tin’s production to about 1,000 tonnes per month, PT 
Koba Tin is in the process of undertaking a major cost rationalization programme to 
improve its operating efficiency. Performance of PT Koba Tin is expected to improve 
progressively as the benefits of the on-going rationalization programme are being 
realised.

The Group’s investment focus remains in tin, coal and gold. Recently, MSC entered 
into (a) an agreement to collaborate with Metal Resources Capital Limited and 
expand the Group’s tin operations in Indonesia, and (b) a Joint Venture Agreement 
with Guangxi Guilin Jinwei Realty Co., Ltd. and Vertex Metals Incorporation to smelt 
and refine tin, and produce and sell tin and tin-based products in the People’s 
Republic of China.

Hotel investment and management

Measures have been put in place, including the refurbishment of the banquet facilities, 
to ensure the turnaround of the Auckland hotel and to improve the performance of the 
Broome and Port Douglas hotels. These included taking sales and marketing 
initiatives with strong yield and cost controls. Room yield is expected to improve 
further once refurbishments are completed at Port Douglas and the three new Marque 
hotels.

Hotel operations are expected to further improve when the new hotels in Guilin and 
Christchurch commence operations in 2008. 

Property operations

The Group’s rental income is expected to continue to improve in tandem with the 
rising rental market for residential and commercial properties in Singapore. 

The Group is also exploring some development projects outside Singapore. In certain 
strategic cities, the Group’s property team may partner with the hotel operation to 
embark on hotel /mixed development work to expand the Group’s hotel portfolio. 
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Financial investments

Activities from the trading securities are expected to remain low and dividend income 
from investments is likely to be lower for 2007 due to the smaller investment 
portfolio. The Group is expected to report a substantial exceptional gain in Q4 2007 
arising from the mergers of Sime Darby Berhad and Golden Hope Plantations Bhd in 
which the Group has investments in. 

Contingent Liabilities

Since the Company’s last announcement on 14 August 2007 of its Q2 interim
financial statement, there was no new development on the following outstanding 
material litigations against the subsidiary, MSC : 

(a) A claim from a party against MSC and three others, seeking a declaration that 
the award for the sale of 100% issued shares of Rahman Hydraulic Tin Sdn. 
Bhd. (RHT) to MSC pursuant to an open tender process, be declared null and 
void. The party also filed an injunction to restrain the Administrator of RHT 
from proceeding with the sale. Both the claim and the injunction were 
dismissed by the High Court with costs. The party had filed an appeal on 8 
March 2005 and no date has been fixed for hearing. 

(b) A statement of claim for RM45 million plus interest at 8% per annum and 
legal costs was filed against MSC for an alleged breach of a Share 
Subscription Agreement made between the Plaintiff and MSC. The breach was 
in fact committed by the Plaintiff, entitling MSC to terminate the agreement. 
MSC had filed its Statement of Defence on 18 November 2005 disputing 
liability. To-date, the Plaintiff had not proceeded further on the case. 

(c) On 7 February 2006, MSC received a statement of claim from a system
provider for RM1.28 million plus interest at 8% per annum and legal costs for 
alleged cost overruns in the implementation of an Enterprise Resource 
Planning System. The claim came after more than a year following the 
completion of the implementation. MSC had filed its Statement of Defence 
disputing liability. 

11. Dividend

(a) Current Financial Period Reported On 

Any dividend declared for the current financial period reported on? 

 None. 

(b) Corresponding Period of the Immediately Preceding Financial Year 

Any dividend declared for the corresponding period of the immediately 
preceding financial year? 

 None. 
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 (c) Date payable 

 Not applicable.

(d) Books closure date 

 Not applicable.

12. If no dividend has been declared/recommended, a statement to that effect. 

No dividend has been declared for the third quarter ended 30 September 2007. 

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD 
Victoria Tse (Mrs) 
Secretary

9 November 2007 
Singapore


